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We couldn’t do this
work without you!

Every single day of the year—no matter the weather, no matter if it’s a
holiday, no matter if it’s so early the sun hasn’t risen—volunteers come to
Catholic Charities sites and help those most in need.
Hundreds of groups and thousands of individuals come out every year to help prepare
and serve meals to the hungry. They paint walls and beautify spaces; they brave the sun
and heat to complete landscaping chores so our sites are more inviting.
Some of their work is highlighted in this issue. Over the years, we’ve developed great
relationships with our volunteers: individuals, groups and corporations. From young
people to retirees and CEOs, volunteers give us the best of their talent and we appreciate it.
Volunteers also have a lot of fun! They build stronger teams and friendships. While they’re
volunteering and interacting with our clients, they not only learn about Catholic Charities’
programs—but our entire community. We all benefit when we work together!
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Summer blooms
with opportunity
Inside this issue:

• Housing inspires independence
• Celebrating volunteers
• A tradition of caring for children

Mary Bachman
Director of Volunteer Services

SAVE THE DATE!
Thursday, December 1
Saint Paul RiverCentre

Host a presentation about
Catholic Charities
for your office, church or service club.
You’ll have an opportunity to learn more
about what we do in the community and
get your questions answered by a staff
member at Catholic Charities.

Helping children is a Priebe family value
Long-time friends have a way of
becoming family and Rod and
Darla Priebe are certainly part of
the Catholic Charities’ family. Their
relationship with Catholic Charities
goes back to the late 1970s and
continues to this day.
When they were just a young couple,
they decided to check into being foster
parents. Over the years, they made
many visits to St. Joseph’s Home for
Children to pick up children who
needed a safe place to stay.
Year after year, the couple would
have up to two children at a time, in
addition to their four forever children.
They’ve lost count of how many called
their house home—but they have
memories of all of them. The children
undoubtedly have memories, too.

“Our hearts just kept leading us to
that. There were so many kids out
there that needed that unconditional
love, routine, to see what a normal
family looked like,” Darla said. “I
strongly believed that each one of them
took a little bit of that love with them
and it was with them for some time.”
These days, with their children all
grown and grandchildren needing
their attention, the Priebes no longer
take in foster children. They now
support those in need with financial
contributions.
“We believe in the cause. This is where
we are at right now, we can financially
help,” Darla said. “There’s a whole lot
of people out there who are just trying
so hard. We can certainly give an
opportunity to move forward.”

Contact Ellen Sexton at 612-204-8442 or ellen.sexton@cctwincities.org.
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Summer fun
Thanks to your support, children
at Catholic Charities’ Northside
Child Development
Center are having
a wonderful
summer!

and
als
t
n
e
m
FUN d a

They’re participating in enriching
opportunities including hip hop dancing,
volunteering and swimming. The youth
also will be going to parks, playing
chess, knitting, roller skating, cooking
in the kitchen, playing group games like
kickball and taking regular walks to the
library.
Elementary school teachers Daryl
Seifert, Kathy Fox and Anne
Redfern have volunteered
their time to assess each
child’s reading level this
summer. Not only did
they bring their skills,
but boxes and boxes of
books! Kids are reading
at their level and advancing
their skills over the summer
months.

The kids are working hard and learning
this summer, but they’re also enjoying the
simple pleasures of summertime.
“We’re really trying to include some
opportunities for the kids, some things
they don’t normally get to do,” said Kim
Osborn, Northside’s program director.
“We try to find ways for them to learn
and avoid the summer slide, while still
having fun.”

TO BECOME A VOLUNTEER, VISIT CCTWINCITIES.ORG/VOLUNTEER

Volunteering makes
a difference in our
community! Thank you to
all of our volunteers for the work
you do year round to brighten the
lives of those we serve.

Lunch is in session

Best Buy gives back

CATHOLIC CHARITIES SERVES THOSE MOST IN NEED.

You helped Kerry
on the path to stability
Kerry’s life has undergone dramatic change in the
last few years—and he has you to thank for it.
“Catholic Charities looked out for me; they
reached for me,” he said. “I was working, but I
wasn’t making enough money to hold down a
$657 a month apartment.”
He once slept at Higher Ground Minneapolis’
predecessor, Secure Waiting. When Higher
Ground opened in the summer of 2012, Kerry
moved from shelter to the Pay-For-Stay area
on the second floor. The transition made a
marked difference in Kerry’s life.
“Higher Ground gave me a lot of
confidence in myself and helped
me physically and mentally. I got
stability,” he said.

Judges from the Minnesota Court of Appeals and staff from
the Minnesota Judicial Branch prepared and served their
annual BBQ lunch including grilled burgers with all the fixings
the Friday before Memorial Day. We are so thankful to the
judges, justices, and staff of the appellate courts who have
served nearly 7,000 meals over the years!

Deloitte makes
an impact

For the ninth year in a row, Deloitte returned to Catholic
Charities' Northside Child Development Center for their annual
national Impact Day. Volunteers conducted activities with
children, did some deep cleaning of vans, organized closets,
painted and provided a BBQ lunch for the children and staff.

A great group of volunteers from the Global E Commerce,
Category Management and Creative Services teams at Best
Buy came to Catholic Charities' St. Joseph's Home for Children
and spruced up the grounds for the summer months. The team
was busy with landscaping projects including planting flowers,
weeding and laying mulch.

SpartanNash
makes a
difference

As part of SpartanNash’s fifth annual Helping Hands in
the Community Day on June 29, a group of the company's
associates came to St. Joseph’s Home for Children where
they painted the dining room.

In Pay-For-Stay, Kerry paid $40 a week for his bed
on the second floor of the Minneapolis shelter.
Those funds were set aside to assist Kerry when
he moved into an apartment. He enjoys his 11th
Avenue apartment near downtown Minneapolis.
Money is tight, but Kerry doesn’t complain. He
often returns to Catholic Charities’ Opportunity
Center for meals, to meet with his housing
counselor and for fellowship.
“The system will help you if you want to help
yourself. They see you helping yourself and they
help you. I am so thankful to Catholic Charities
and to Hennepin County for helping me,” he
said. “I have too much confidence in myself now,
I think I’m strong enough and stable enough to
never be homeless again.”

Valarie spreads her wings
When you advocated for the Homeless
Youth Act, you helped Valarie and other
Minnesota youth.
Valarie’s journey into homelessness began in her
late teens when she told her parents she could not
abide by the rules of their strict religion. Instead of
acceptance and understanding, her dad picked her
up, carried her out the door, set her on the stoop
and shut the door.
Valarie has moved around a lot the last couple of
years, staying with siblings and friends, sleeping
in a tent in the woods and at Catholic Charities’
Hope Street Shelter.
“I was kind of scared about staying at Hope Street,
but the staff was genuinely nice,” she said. “I
remember that first night I just wanted to stay in

my room but then they said it was dinnertime and
I hadn’t eaten that day, so I came out.”
Valarie, now 20, is about to move into a place
of her own. Christi Neaton, Valarie’s case
manager at Hope Street, said she has seen
her transform and mature at Hope Street.
“She has come so far and worked
very hard to get where she is today,”
Neaton said.
Because of you, Valarie has been
able to get the skills she needs to
transition to an independent life.
“I enjoyed my experience here.
I’m glad I was able to get the help I
needed to finally be able to push off on
my own,” she said. “I feel at home here,
but it’s time to move on and spread
my wings.”

DID YOU KNOW THERE ARE AN ESTIMATED 4,000 HOMELESS YOUTH IN MINNESOTA EACH NIGHT?

You are helping

Minnesota's

youth

On any given night, an estimated
4,000 Minnesota youth
experience homelessness. In
2006 the Minnesota Legislature
authorized the Runaway and
Homeless Youth Act (RHYA)
and called for a study to define
the needs facing homeless
youth in Minnesota. Homeless
youth are defined as people 24
and under unaccompanied by
a parent or guardian without a
fixed, permanent place to stay.
Your voice has been heard and
progress has been made to
ensure our young people have
the programs and services
needed to succeed.

2014

Funding grows to
$3.19M per year

A TIMELINE:
Minnesota
Legislative
Appropriated
Funding of the
Homeless Youth
Act, previously
referred to as
the Runaway
and Homeless
Youth Act
(RHYA)

2007

$1 million in one
time funding in
response to an
$8M request

2009

$119,000
appropriated
per year to
RHYA programs

2013

$2.12M per
year and name
changed to the
Homeless
Youth Act
(HYA)

2015

HYA received
an additional
increase of $1M
annually, bringing
the total to
$4.12M per year

2016

$5.56M per year
for fiscal year
2018-19

We can do more!
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