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Higher Ground Saint
Paul is changing lives!

At Higher Ground Saint Paul, Bob was able to continue with his recovery
and receive help not only for getting his health in order, but the rest of his life as well.
“They made me feel like I was worthwhile,” he said. “They made me feel cared for. It
has been a Godsend all the way.”

ACHIEVEMENT AT HIGHER GROUND SAINT PAUL

With support from so many of you, Higher Ground Saint Paul opened its doors on
a cold January night nearly one year ago. Since guests cut that ceremonial ribbon
miracles big and small have happened just inside those doors. Individuals who had
been sleeping on shelter floors transitioned to dignified shelter with bunk beds and
places to store their belongings. Those who have been experiencing homelessness
for years finally moved to permanent homes at Higher Ground Residence.
Higher Ground provides refuge, but it also provides hope. Hope doesn’t just come
from a key, but in the running club Tuesday and Thursday mornings, the classes
offered by partners in our second floor community room, employment events and
Wednesday music nights. Higher Ground is not just a building, not even just a
home. It’s a community, a family. That family includes all of you who made this
dream a reality.

IT HAS BEEN A BUSY YEAR FOR US IN DOWNTOWN
SAINT PAUL! Thanks to your support, we were able to
open doors to Higher Ground Saint Paul in January. We are
thankful for the help of the many volunteers this fall as we
moved all services previously offered at Dorothy Day Center
to nearby Mary Hall.
In September, Dorothy Day Center was demolished to make
way for Phase 2–Saint Paul Opportunity Center and Dorothy
Day Residence. We are so thankful for our many donors and
partners who helped make this a reality.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES

Saint Nicholas Annual Dinner

HealthPartners, Jim DeSimone
and Adam Fielitz honored

BOB IS RECOVERING, REACHING NEW GOALS

After two brain surgeries in just two weeks, Bob, 55, was able to
leave Regions Hospital and go to the Medical Respite wing at
Catholic Charities’ Higher Ground Saint Paul. The program there
is Catholic Charities’ second medical respite site. We offer similar
services at Exodus Residence in Minneapolis. Last year, the two
sites helped 275 individuals experiencing homelessness recover
from illness and injury in safe, medically supported settings.

Advocate for
Justice
The advocacy team is busy
researching, planning and
preparing for the 2018 legislative
session. Every fall, we develop
policy priorities in partnership
with Catholic Charities program
managers, front-line staff,
leadership and Catholic Charities’
Board of Directors. To ensure our
work is informed by research and
the day-to-day experiences of our
passionate staff, we hold listening
sessions at service locations every
year. These conversations shed
light on the real-life barriers our
clients face and help illustrate how
policies, programs and funding
can support housing stability,
disrupt cycles of poverty and create
pathways to economic mobility.
Learn more at cctwincities.org/
advocate.

Construction highlights:
• The Saint Paul Opportunity Center and Dorothy Day
Residence construction employs 600 people!
• Workers will be excavating and exporting nearly 6,000
cubic yards of rock from the site.
• Saint Paul Opportunity Center and Dorothy Day Residence
will be energy efficient! The building, like Higher Ground
Saint Paul, is being built to meet sustainability goals for site,
water, energy, indoor environment, materials and waste.
• The building is on track to open its doors in 2019.
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In appreciation of our long-standing partnership in serving those most in need, Catholic Charities
of St. Paul and Minneapolis presented HealthPartners with its Community Service Award.
Volunteers Adam Fielitz and Jim DeSimone received the Life of Distinction Award for their
commitment and positive impact on the kids at Catholic Charities’ St. Joseph’s Home for Children.

ADAM & JIM: THE
“FUN UNCLES” OF ST. JOE’S
IMPROVING THE HEALTH OF
THOSE MOST IN NEED

HealthPartners continues to demonstrate a
commitment to health and the community
in many ways. Their involvement in the
Capital Campaign for Dorothy Day Place
was incredible. Mary Brainerd, former
President & CEO of HealthPartners, served
as co-chair for the campaign committee.
With her leadership in both the public
and private sector, $100 million was
raised for Dorothy Day Place, including
HealthPartners’ own generous contribution.
The mission of HealthPartners is to improve
health and well-being in partnership with
its members, patients and community.
What better example of this than the
collaboration with Catholic Charities and
two local hospitals for a medical respite unit
in the new Higher Ground Saint Paul?
“I’m just honored that the partnership we
value so highly at Health Partners is valued
by our partners at Catholic Charities as
well,” Brainerd said. “This recognition
means so much because it says we’re
stepping up to live out our commitment to
our mission for healthy communities, and
that makes me really happy.”

Every Tuesday, improv artists Adam
Fielitz and Jim DeSimone have a standing
date with the kids in Isaiah Cottage at St.
Joseph’s Home for Children.
Children often come through our doors
because of trauma they experienced
in their home. The safe environment
provided at St. Joe’s is key to helping them
overcome emotional barriers.

lives and over the years, they have shared
their talents and have formed bonds with
youth and staff, for which we are grateful.
“Everybody has a story and everybody’s
important,” Adam said. “I’m hooked on
volunteering, I really am. I need to do
something like this for the rest of my life.”
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Adam and Jim are truly bright stars in the
lives of the children we serve!

While youth at St. Joe’s have several
interactions with adults—therapists, case
managers, teachers—Adam and Jim are a
bit like fun uncles who come by for a visit.
Keith Kozerski, Catholic Charities’ senior
director of child and family services, sees
the positive changes volunteers like Adam
and Jim make for those most in need.
“It’s great to have Adam and Jim around
teaching our youth another creative way
to express themselves,” he said. “They also
learn new skills, practice making mistakes
and ultimately feel successful.”
Adam and Jim have both experienced
the benefits of improvisation in their own

It is with sincere appreciation for the
extraordinary leadership and commitment
to our community that we celebrate
HealthPartners and recognize its work to
create strong and healthy neighborhoods.
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2017 Highlights
• Home sweet home: Higher
Ground Saint Paul provides
dignified shelter and homes to
more than 500 people each night.
•N
 ourishing our neighbors: More
than one million meals served at
Catholic Charities sites metro-wide.
• T eamwork: Our amazing volunteers
gave nearly 150,000 hours of their
time serving those most in need.

In the pages that follow,
you will have the
opportunity to meet
some truly incredible and
resilient people. Brenda.
Bob. James. Neighbors in
need of a soft place to land,
support to help them to the next
leg of their journey. With your support,
Brenda had a place to stay while she
figured out her next steps. Bob had a
safe place to heal and now has a home
of his own. James will never forget his
experience – it continues to guide his
journey.

However you support
Catholic Charities, my wish
for you is the same. That your
life is somehow changed for the
better because you know that you are
making the difference for Brenda. For
Bob. For James.

As we walk with each of the men, women,
children and families we serve – our own

Tim Marx
President and Chief Executive Officer

lives are changed. We learn the
depth and resiliency of the
human spirit.

Thank you!
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Once homeless, he uses his experience to help others

Moving forward,
but never forgetting
It’s been nearly 20 years since James Ahlman
slept in a shelter, but the memory of his time
there is always close to mind.
“The experience makes me a better person,
not just in my personal life but exponentially
in my professional life,” he said.
He began his adulthood working in bars and
restaurants to pay the bills and at nonprofits
to feed his soul. He was a functioning
alcoholic going to school and living in
student housing, until he was evicted
because of his drinking and taken to the
county detox center. From there, he found
Catholic Charities.

He remembers being told that if he ever
couldn’t get into Dorothy Day Center to go
to the hospital and to sleep under the big
heating vents because they put out enough
heat so he wouldn’t freeze to death. Being
told where to sleep so he wouldn’t die was a
punch in the gut. “I thought, this isn’t good.
I’m getting advice on how not to freeze to
death. I had never thought of that,” he said.
An AA meeting at Dorothy Day Center
changed the course of James’ life. From
there, James got into treatment, and has
been sober ever since.
“I can’t go down West Seventh Street
without thinking about the whole

experience. I don’t want to forget—in a
good way—I think it’s important for my
recovery not to forget.”
Today, he works as the clinical director
at Hazelden Betty Ford Addiction
Treatment Center and is pursuing his
master’s degree. He has dedicated his
career to serving others because of his
experience with Catholic Charities.
James is not alone. When given
opportunity and because of your support,
our clients are able to move past barriers
and truly make a positive difference for
others.

Grandmother thankful
to Family Service Center

Musech family supports innovation,
compassion and dignity
Gina and Cary Musech have big hearts and
truly care about those most in need.
“If you’re blessed with something, it’s a
huge responsibility. If you think of where
you should start giving, shouldn’t you give
to the most vulnerable?” Cary said.
Higher Ground Saint Paul and phase two
of Dorothy Day Place—which includes
Saint Paul Opportunity Center and
Dorothy Day Residence—now under
construction, were made possible thanks
to the Musech family and so many in our
community who pitched in to support
those most in need.

comfort and peace—will recognize the
values they instilled in their children,
values which coincide with Catholic
Charities’ mission.
In addition to their generous contribution
to the Dorothy Day Place Capital
Campaign, the Musech’s also felt it
was important to support the ongoing
operation costs to truly fulfill the mission
of helping those most in need.
“I felt like I could see the faces of the
people and imagine their stories. We were
humbled by the experience,” Cary said.

While touring Higher Ground this spring,
Gina and Cary were able to meet a man
who had slept in shelters for years, but now
has a home at Higher Ground.
Seeing firsthand what a profound difference
Dorothy Day Place will make for our most
vulnerable neighbors resonated with
the couple.
In their gift, Cary and Gina will be
honoring Gina’s parents, Jim and
Alice Quinn. The second floor
Wellness Terrace at Saint Paul
Opportunity Center and Dorothy
Day Residence—a place for

2018 Sowers of
Justice Assembly
Save the Date! Join the Office for
Social Justice and the University of
St. Thomas Center for the Common
Good on February 12, 2018 for our
annual Sower’s of Justice Assembly.
What: Sowers of Justice Assembly 	
Zip Codes: Destination or
Destiny. Exploring race and
where we live.
When: February 12, 2018
5:30-8:30 PM
Where: Woulfe Alumni Hall at the
University of Saint Thomas
Anderson Student Center
2115 Summit Avenue
St. Paul, Minnesota 55105
This year’s event will mark the 50th
anniversary of the Fair Housing
Act. Join us to visit with other social
justice-minded people to discuss
the intersection of racial bias and
housing policy - then and now.
Learn with your neighbors and
community experts to explore
opportunities for action.
For more information on the Sower’s
of Justice Assembly and other
advocacy events, follow our events
calendar at cctwincities.org/advocate.

Catholic Charities’ shelter provides families with a safe,
stable place to sleep and get back on their feet
Brenda and her grandson Andre moved
into Catholic Charities’ Family Service
Center on a warm June day. There, they
were provided a room to share, access to
meals, and the support of staff working
to help them reach their next stepping
stone on their pathway out of poverty.
Family Service Center provides families
with a safe, stable place to sleep and get
back on their feet. Brenda and Andre
are grateful for their time at Family
Service Center—thankful to have “a roof
over my head and privacy—my own
closet—my own bed—my own space.”

Brenda, who has raised her grandson
since he was two-weeks-old, was the
friendly face at a Bloomington discount
store for more than a decade. She would
spend two hours each day commuting—
she loved her work so much she said the
time was well spent—until cancer got in
the way.
“When I got sick, I wasn’t able to work
anymore, so I wasn’t able to pay the
rent,” Brenda said.
She regularly spent long days at the
hospital receiving chemotherapy. Andre

“Since we’ve been here, people have
been helping me,” she said. “I am so
thankful.”
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33.9%

Contributions & Grants

41.8%

Government Contracts

15.6%
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spent those days with her, keeping busy
reading his favorite Dr. Seuss books.
Because of your generous gifts and hard
work by Brenda and staff at Family
Service Center, Brenda and Andre are
no longer experiencing homelessness.
They moved into an apartment this fall
and Brenda is receiving treatment for
her cancer.

GENEROSITY
CHALLENGE:

Private contributions and grants............. 23.7%
In-kind gifts............................................ 4.2%
Wills and bequests................................. 3.2%
Catholic Services Appeal Foundation........1.5%
United Way grants...................................1.3%

32.2%

People Experiencing or at Risk
of Homelessness

Investments &
other resources

Use of Resources

Includes food & meals, health
services and counseling

9.4%

22.6%

Client support

Investments and
endowments

6.6% Services for Older Adults

and People with Disabilities

(Includes funding
received but not yet
utilized for the
Dorothy Day Place
project.)

4% Fundraising

Support Catholic Charities’ Giving Tree by purchasing a gift that
will be distributed to children and adults receiving services
provided by Catholic Charities.

6.6%

1.1% Services for

December 9-23
Macy’s Court, Mall of America

New Americans

1.1% Social Justice

16.5%

Management
Services for
& general
Children and Families

Advocacy

* Includes funding received but not yet utilized for the Dorothy Day Center project.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY DURING THIS TIME OF INCREASED NEED.

cctwincities.org/givingtree
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will be distributed to children and adults receiving services
provided by Catholic Charities.

6.6%

1.1% Services for

December 9-23
Macy’s Court, Mall of America

New Americans

1.1% Social Justice

16.5%

Management
Services for
& general
Children and Families

Advocacy

* Includes funding received but not yet utilized for the Dorothy Day Center project.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY DURING THIS TIME OF INCREASED NEED.

cctwincities.org/givingtree
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POVERTY FOR NO ONE. OPPORTUNITY FOR EVERYONE.

Higher Ground Saint
Paul is changing lives!

At Higher Ground Saint Paul, Bob was able to continue with his recovery
and receive help not only for getting his health in order, but the rest of his life as well.
“They made me feel like I was worthwhile,” he said. “They made me feel cared for. It
has been a Godsend all the way.”

ACHIEVEMENT AT HIGHER GROUND SAINT PAUL

With support from so many of you, Higher Ground Saint Paul opened its doors on
a cold January night nearly one year ago. Since guests cut that ceremonial ribbon
miracles big and small have happened just inside those doors. Individuals who had
been sleeping on shelter floors transitioned to dignified shelter with bunk beds and
places to store their belongings. Those who have been experiencing homelessness
for years finally moved to permanent homes at Higher Ground Residence.
Higher Ground provides refuge, but it also provides hope. Hope doesn’t just come
from a key, but in the running club Tuesday and Thursday mornings, the classes
offered by partners in our second floor community room, employment events and
Wednesday music nights. Higher Ground is not just a building, not even just a
home. It’s a community, a family. That family includes all of you who made this
dream a reality.

IT HAS BEEN A BUSY YEAR FOR US IN DOWNTOWN
SAINT PAUL! Thanks to your support, we were able to
open doors to Higher Ground Saint Paul in January. We are
thankful for the help of the many volunteers this fall as we
moved all services previously offered at Dorothy Day Center
to nearby Mary Hall.
In September, Dorothy Day Center was demolished to make
way for Phase 2–Saint Paul Opportunity Center and Dorothy
Day Residence. We are so thankful for our many donors and
partners who helped make this a reality.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES

Saint Nicholas Annual Dinner

HealthPartners, Jim DeSimone
and Adam Fielitz honored

BOB IS RECOVERING, REACHING NEW GOALS

After two brain surgeries in just two weeks, Bob, 55, was able to
leave Regions Hospital and go to the Medical Respite wing at
Catholic Charities’ Higher Ground Saint Paul. The program there
is Catholic Charities’ second medical respite site. We offer similar
services at Exodus Residence in Minneapolis. Last year, the two
sites helped 275 individuals experiencing homelessness recover
from illness and injury in safe, medically supported settings.

Advocate for
Justice
The advocacy team is busy
researching, planning and
preparing for the 2018 legislative
session. Every fall, we develop
policy priorities in partnership
with Catholic Charities program
managers, front-line staff,
leadership and Catholic Charities’
Board of Directors. To ensure our
work is informed by research and
the day-to-day experiences of our
passionate staff, we hold listening
sessions at service locations every
year. These conversations shed
light on the real-life barriers our
clients face and help illustrate how
policies, programs and funding
can support housing stability,
disrupt cycles of poverty and create
pathways to economic mobility.
Learn more at cctwincities.org/
advocate.

Construction highlights:
• The Saint Paul Opportunity Center and Dorothy Day
Residence construction employs 600 people!
• Workers will be excavating and exporting nearly 6,000
cubic yards of rock from the site.
• Saint Paul Opportunity Center and Dorothy Day Residence
will be energy efficient! The building, like Higher Ground
Saint Paul, is being built to meet sustainability goals for site,
water, energy, indoor environment, materials and waste.
• The building is on track to open its doors in 2019.

FOR A COMPLETE REPORT, VISIT US ONLINE AT CCTWINCITIES.ORG/ANNUALREPORT
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In appreciation of our long-standing partnership in serving those most in need, Catholic Charities
of St. Paul and Minneapolis presented HealthPartners with its Community Service Award.
Volunteers Adam Fielitz and Jim DeSimone received the Life of Distinction Award for their
commitment and positive impact on the kids at Catholic Charities’ St. Joseph’s Home for Children.

ADAM & JIM: THE
“FUN UNCLES” OF ST. JOE’S
IMPROVING THE HEALTH OF
THOSE MOST IN NEED

HealthPartners continues to demonstrate a
commitment to health and the community
in many ways. Their involvement in the
Capital Campaign for Dorothy Day Place
was incredible. Mary Brainerd, former
President & CEO of HealthPartners, served
as co-chair for the campaign committee.
With her leadership in both the public
and private sector, $100 million was
raised for Dorothy Day Place, including
HealthPartners’ own generous contribution.
The mission of HealthPartners is to improve
health and well-being in partnership with
its members, patients and community.
What better example of this than the
collaboration with Catholic Charities and
two local hospitals for a medical respite unit
in the new Higher Ground Saint Paul?
“I’m just honored that the partnership we
value so highly at Health Partners is valued
by our partners at Catholic Charities as
well,” Brainerd said. “This recognition
means so much because it says we’re
stepping up to live out our commitment to
our mission for healthy communities, and
that makes me really happy.”

Every Tuesday, improv artists Adam
Fielitz and Jim DeSimone have a standing
date with the kids in Isaiah Cottage at St.
Joseph’s Home for Children.
Children often come through our doors
because of trauma they experienced
in their home. The safe environment
provided at St. Joe’s is key to helping them
overcome emotional barriers.

lives and over the years, they have shared
their talents and have formed bonds with
youth and staff, for which we are grateful.
“Everybody has a story and everybody’s
important,” Adam said. “I’m hooked on
volunteering, I really am. I need to do
something like this for the rest of my life.”
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• Learn how your contributions are changing lives
• Innovation at Higher Ground Saint Paul
• Saint Nicholas Annual Dinner honorees

Adam and Jim are truly bright stars in the
lives of the children we serve!

While youth at St. Joe’s have several
interactions with adults—therapists, case
managers, teachers—Adam and Jim are a
bit like fun uncles who come by for a visit.
Keith Kozerski, Catholic Charities’ senior
director of child and family services, sees
the positive changes volunteers like Adam
and Jim make for those most in need.
“It’s great to have Adam and Jim around
teaching our youth another creative way
to express themselves,” he said. “They also
learn new skills, practice making mistakes
and ultimately feel successful.”
Adam and Jim have both experienced
the benefits of improvisation in their own

It is with sincere appreciation for the
extraordinary leadership and commitment
to our community that we celebrate
HealthPartners and recognize its work to
create strong and healthy neighborhoods.
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2017 Highlights
• Home sweet home: Higher
Ground Saint Paul provides
dignified shelter and homes to
more than 500 people each night.
•N
 ourishing our neighbors: More
than one million meals served at
Catholic Charities sites metro-wide.
• T eamwork: Our amazing volunteers
gave nearly 150,000 hours of their
time serving those most in need.

In the pages that follow,
you will have the
opportunity to meet
some truly incredible and
resilient people. Brenda.
Bob. James. Neighbors in
need of a soft place to land,
support to help them to the next
leg of their journey. With your support,
Brenda had a place to stay while she
figured out her next steps. Bob had a
safe place to heal and now has a home
of his own. James will never forget his
experience – it continues to guide his
journey.

However you support
Catholic Charities, my wish
for you is the same. That your
life is somehow changed for the
better because you know that you are
making the difference for Brenda. For
Bob. For James.

As we walk with each of the men, women,
children and families we serve – our own

Tim Marx
President and Chief Executive Officer

lives are changed. We learn the
depth and resiliency of the
human spirit.

Thank you!
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Paul is changing lives!

At Higher Ground Saint Paul, Bob was able to continue with his recovery
and receive help not only for getting his health in order, but the rest of his life as well.
“They made me feel like I was worthwhile,” he said. “They made me feel cared for. It
has been a Godsend all the way.”

ACHIEVEMENT AT HIGHER GROUND SAINT PAUL

With support from so many of you, Higher Ground Saint Paul opened its doors on
a cold January night nearly one year ago. Since guests cut that ceremonial ribbon
miracles big and small have happened just inside those doors. Individuals who had
been sleeping on shelter floors transitioned to dignified shelter with bunk beds and
places to store their belongings. Those who have been experiencing homelessness
for years finally moved to permanent homes at Higher Ground Residence.
Higher Ground provides refuge, but it also provides hope. Hope doesn’t just come
from a key, but in the running club Tuesday and Thursday mornings, the classes
offered by partners in our second floor community room, employment events and
Wednesday music nights. Higher Ground is not just a building, not even just a
home. It’s a community, a family. That family includes all of you who made this
dream a reality.
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SAINT PAUL! Thanks to your support, we were able to
open doors to Higher Ground Saint Paul in January. We are
thankful for the help of the many volunteers this fall as we
moved all services previously offered at Dorothy Day Center
to nearby Mary Hall.
In September, Dorothy Day Center was demolished to make
way for Phase 2–Saint Paul Opportunity Center and Dorothy
Day Residence. We are so thankful for our many donors and
partners who helped make this a reality.
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and Adam Fielitz honored

BOB IS RECOVERING, REACHING NEW GOALS

After two brain surgeries in just two weeks, Bob, 55, was able to
leave Regions Hospital and go to the Medical Respite wing at
Catholic Charities’ Higher Ground Saint Paul. The program there
is Catholic Charities’ second medical respite site. We offer similar
services at Exodus Residence in Minneapolis. Last year, the two
sites helped 275 individuals experiencing homelessness recover
from illness and injury in safe, medically supported settings.

Advocate for
Justice
The advocacy team is busy
researching, planning and
preparing for the 2018 legislative
session. Every fall, we develop
policy priorities in partnership
with Catholic Charities program
managers, front-line staff,
leadership and Catholic Charities’
Board of Directors. To ensure our
work is informed by research and
the day-to-day experiences of our
passionate staff, we hold listening
sessions at service locations every
year. These conversations shed
light on the real-life barriers our
clients face and help illustrate how
policies, programs and funding
can support housing stability,
disrupt cycles of poverty and create
pathways to economic mobility.
Learn more at cctwincities.org/
advocate.

Construction highlights:
• The Saint Paul Opportunity Center and Dorothy Day
Residence construction employs 600 people!
• Workers will be excavating and exporting nearly 6,000
cubic yards of rock from the site.
• Saint Paul Opportunity Center and Dorothy Day Residence
will be energy efficient! The building, like Higher Ground
Saint Paul, is being built to meet sustainability goals for site,
water, energy, indoor environment, materials and waste.
• The building is on track to open its doors in 2019.
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In appreciation of our long-standing partnership in serving those most in need, Catholic Charities
of St. Paul and Minneapolis presented HealthPartners with its Community Service Award.
Volunteers Adam Fielitz and Jim DeSimone received the Life of Distinction Award for their
commitment and positive impact on the kids at Catholic Charities’ St. Joseph’s Home for Children.

ADAM & JIM: THE
“FUN UNCLES” OF ST. JOE’S
IMPROVING THE HEALTH OF
THOSE MOST IN NEED

HealthPartners continues to demonstrate a
commitment to health and the community
in many ways. Their involvement in the
Capital Campaign for Dorothy Day Place
was incredible. Mary Brainerd, former
President & CEO of HealthPartners, served
as co-chair for the campaign committee.
With her leadership in both the public
and private sector, $100 million was
raised for Dorothy Day Place, including
HealthPartners’ own generous contribution.
The mission of HealthPartners is to improve
health and well-being in partnership with
its members, patients and community.
What better example of this than the
collaboration with Catholic Charities and
two local hospitals for a medical respite unit
in the new Higher Ground Saint Paul?
“I’m just honored that the partnership we
value so highly at Health Partners is valued
by our partners at Catholic Charities as
well,” Brainerd said. “This recognition
means so much because it says we’re
stepping up to live out our commitment to
our mission for healthy communities, and
that makes me really happy.”

Every Tuesday, improv artists Adam
Fielitz and Jim DeSimone have a standing
date with the kids in Isaiah Cottage at St.
Joseph’s Home for Children.
Children often come through our doors
because of trauma they experienced
in their home. The safe environment
provided at St. Joe’s is key to helping them
overcome emotional barriers.

lives and over the years, they have shared
their talents and have formed bonds with
youth and staff, for which we are grateful.
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Adam and Jim are truly bright stars in the
lives of the children we serve!

While youth at St. Joe’s have several
interactions with adults—therapists, case
managers, teachers—Adam and Jim are a
bit like fun uncles who come by for a visit.
Keith Kozerski, Catholic Charities’ senior
director of child and family services, sees
the positive changes volunteers like Adam
and Jim make for those most in need.
“It’s great to have Adam and Jim around
teaching our youth another creative way
to express themselves,” he said. “They also
learn new skills, practice making mistakes
and ultimately feel successful.”
Adam and Jim have both experienced
the benefits of improvisation in their own
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