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There is a special energy in the  

air during the fall – it is a time of  

anticipation, preparing with a renewed 

spirit for the work (and winter!) that 

lies ahead. And while spring may be 

the official season of “new begin-

nings,” fall always feels like the start  

of a new adventure. As we look to the  

year ahead, Catholic Charities and  

you, our Sowers of Justice network, 

have both new beginnings and new  

adventures to celebrate.    

 

After 22 years as the leader of the  

Office for Social Justice, Kathy  

Tomlin has taken a new role at  

Catholic Charities as Vice President  

for Social Justice Research and Policy. 

It is only fitting that in this role, Kathy 

will – as she did in her leadership  

of the Office for Social Justice –  

build a new team at Catholic Charities  

dedicated to detailed, academic  

analysis of the public policies and  

community factors that cause so  

many to remain stuck in deep poverty. 

Her work will guide and strengthen our 

ability to advocate for social justice  

and to deliver the most effective direct  

services to those most in need. 

 

Kathy isn’t thinking about retirement 

just yet, but after 22 years she is think-

ing about the future and preparing the 

next generation for new leadership  

opportunities.  

 

 

 

What better opportunity to celebrate 

Kathy’s 22 years of leadership and 

dedication to the Office for Social  

Justice, for her long term commitment 

to housing and social justice issues,  

and her new position at Catholic Chari-

ties than at our fall Sowers Assembly. 

As many of you know, this annual 

gathering offers an opportunity to  

reflect on our past successes and  

challenges, build new relationships  

and prepare for the social justice  

advocacy work that lies ahead.  

 

We will celebrate the success of  

the $100 million for MN Affordable 

Housing, $6 million for the Dorothy 

Day Center, and other legislative 

achievements this past year. This 

would not have been possible without 

the tireless efforts of our SOWERS! 

 

As you will read in this issue, we are 

inspired and motivated more than  

ever before by the compelling need  

in our community and the truly moving 

stories of those whose voices too often  

go unheard. Your commitment and 

dedication as advocates, volunteers, 

caring and concerned citizens is mak-

ing a difference and we are so grateful 

to work along side you to build a more 

just community.  

 

Catholic Charities’  

Office for Social Justice Team 

Celebrating New Adventures 
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Public Policy 

Gaining Insights and  

Knowledge for Our Policy 

Agenda 
 

Having an eviction order on a 

person’s record makes him or 

her “as unhouseable as if they 

had a murder conviction.” 

Throughout the summer our  

office conducted listening  

sessions with Catholic Charities’ 

direct service staff, asking what 

they would like our policy 

agenda to focus on this year. 

Availability and access to af-

fordable housing came up in al-

most every session, as did issues 

of transportation and criminal 

justice. The above quote comes 

from a staff person who helps 

clients find and maintain hous-

ing. He agreed that the lack of  

affordable housing is a major 

problem, but noted that many 

people, such as those who have 

eviction orders on their record, 

cannot access housing even 

where it is available. 
 

In our still-recovering economy, 

the housing market continues  

to be an obstacle for clients in 

all of our programs. With more 

people looking to rent, landlords 

can rent only to people with 

solid rental histories (with no 

history of non-payment), and 

only to those with high credit 

scores. While certainly under-

standable, these play-it-safe 

strategies often put those living 

in poverty at a disadvantage 

when it comes to finding and 

obtaining stable housing.  
 

Criminal histories, no matter 

how old, are another major  

barrier to basic needs for many 

clients. In a housing market 

where vacancy rates remain    

low and the demand for rental 

housing remains high, landlords 

who in a healthier market may 

have housed those with criminal 

convictions are able to choose 

instead to rent to more tradition-

ally reliable renters, who may 

have no record at all. Staff  

noted that a criminal record  

contributes to clients’ negative 

self image, and follows them 

forever, no matter the severity 

of the record.   
 

One staff member in our  

Housing Stability division  

who works primarily to house 

people age 55+ noted that about 

half of his caseload are former 

members of the middle class 

who were hit hard in the reces-

sion and are having difficulty 

recovering. Aging Services  

staff see many reasons why  

low-income, low-wealth elders 

have difficulty finding and 

keeping housing: lack of a  

rental record, long stays in  

nursing homes that result in  

loss of their rental housing  

or eligibility for in-home care,  

lack of housing stock and long 

waitlists, and decades-old  

criminal histories.  
 

Access to transportation is  

another issue that came up  

repeatedly in our listening ses-

sions. Our staff often see clients 

who have trouble getting to their 

job or a job interview because  

of a lack of transportation op-

tions. One of our staff members 

at the Family Service Center 

mentioned working with a client 

who found a well-paying job at 

a casino that helped support her 

and her children, but she had a  

5-hour bus commute to and  

from her job, which meant that 

after a long period of time, she 

eventually had to quit.               
                       (cont’d page 3) 

“Love for others,  
and especially for the poor, 

is made concrete  
by promoting justice.” 

 

- Pope John Paul II 
Centesimus Annus  

(“The Hundredth Year,”  
Donders translation)  
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“Having an unlawful  
detainer (an eviction) on 
your record means that you 
don’t get to pick where you 
want to live.  
 
You might not have hot  
water, or the heat may  
be going out every few 
days, and you don’t have 
the power to fight back.”  
 
-Staff member at Northside Child 
Development Center (NCDC) 
Listening Sessions 

These three interrelated  

themes of criminal justice, 

housing, and transportation 

were discussed at every listen-

ing session.  As always, we are 

seeking input from a variety of 

sources and looking at many 

factors as we put together our 

agenda. Our next edition of 

SEEDS will include our 2015 

Public Policy Agenda – stay 

tuned to see how the feedback 

from our staff contributes to 

the issues we will work on this 

year! 

 

Elections 

As we plan ahead for the  

2015 legislative session,  

we know that the political 

landscape will largely be  

determined by this year’s  

mid-term elections, which  

will take place on November 4. 

Some important changes that 

increase access to voting will 

be enacted this year, including 

a change to absentee voting, 

which means that any voter  

can now vote absentee for any  

reason, either through the mail 

or in person. To request an  

absentee ballot, visit 

mnvotes.org. Please note that 

in addition to applying for an 

absentee ballot, you must be 

registered to vote. 

 

The national races on the ballot 

include the U.S. Senate seat 

currently held by incumbent  

Al Franken, who is being  

challenged by financial execu-

tive Mike McFadden, and all 

seats in the U.S. House of   

Representatives. State level 

races include the Governor, 

Secretary of State, State  

Auditor, Attorney General,  

judicial races, and all seats  

for the Minnesota House of 

Representatives. State Senators 

are not up for re-election this 

year. 

 

Voter Registration and  

Access 

Catholic Charities Office for 

Social Justice is hard at work 

ensuring that all of our clients 

who want to vote are able to.  

As in past elections, we are 

planning events to help clients 

register to vote if they are  

interested, and we will offer 

transportation to the polls on 

Election Day for clients. We 

could not do this work without 

the help of many great volun-

teers, who will be at our pro-

gram sites through November 

4, answering questions about  

voting and helping interested 

clients register to vote.  

 

At our listening sessions with 

direct service staff, we asked 

staff to define advocacy. 

“Advocacy is talking to people 

who are in power who have the 

ability to make decisions about 

people who are vulnerable” is 

one of our favorites, and came 

from a staff person at Higher 

Ground. We add that advocacy 

is also about helping decide 

who will be the people in 

power by voting and educating 

all candidates!  

 

If you’re interested in our  

voter registration activities  

and would like to learn more, 

please contact Ana in our  

office by calling 651-647-2588 

or via email 

ana.ashby@cctwincities.org. 

 

Marie Ellis & Ana Ashby 

Public Policy Team 

Public Policy 



1A Census Bureau designation for the Greater Twin Cities Region  
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FROM THE RESEARCH DESK 

 

“What a weary time 
those years were -- to 

have the desire and 
the need to live but 

not the ability.”  
 

― Charles Bukowski  
Ham on Rye  

 
 

Why are we still talking about the growing need for services among low income 

people and families, when everything we read says that the economy has recov-

ered?  Data tells us that this is because the recovery has been a very lop-sided 

experience.    

We can numerically visualize this uneven recovery by looking at the growing 

number of people living in “Deep Poverty,” a Census Bureau term referring to 

people living on incomes that are less than half the Federal Poverty Threshold 

(FPT).  

 According to the Census Bureau, in 2013, a family with two parents and 

two children was living in poverty when their household income was less 

than $23,624.   

 This same family was living in Deep Poverty when their  income was less 

than $11,812, meaning that each person was  attempting to meet their needs 

for food, housing, etc…on $8.00 per day 

Deep Poverty is on the rise nationally as a percent of those living in poverty.    

 In 1975, across the U.S, fewer than 30% of the people living in poverty 

were actually living in Deep Poverty.   

 By 2011, almost 45% of the people living in poverty were living in Deep 

Poverty.  

Poverty is on the rise locally as a percent of all people in the region.   

The number of people living in Deep Poverty in the Minneapolis/St. Paul/ 

Bloomington metropolitan statistical area (MSP-MSA) grew by 36% between 

2007 and 2012 , rising from 114,023 to 155,107.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1  

demonstrates   

that at both the 

national and local 

levels, increasing 

shares of the   

total population 

are living in        

Deep Poverty. 

 

 

 

- Kate Searls, Senior Research and Policy Analyst 

This data representing Deep Poverty trends highlights our communities’          

unevenly shared recovery from the Great Recession.  Even if many of our 

neighbors have found work, they are employed part time and at low wages.            

Others continue to lose their jobs, and as a result, their housing is also at risk or 

in some cases lost as well.      



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 2014-5 

Welcome, New CCHD Groups! 

“Exploitation can be a big prob-

lem. Sometimes landowners take 

a big part of families’ crops, or 

unexpectedly terminate a lease,” 

Pakou Hang explains as she out-

lines the need for the Hmong 

American Farmers’ Association. 

OSJ is excited to support the 

grassroots work of HAFA through 

a CCHD grant for HAFA’s eco-

nomic development work with 

local Hmong-American farmers. 

 

HAFA provides Hmong-

American farmers with commu-

nity-led training in local farming 

techniques as well as farming 

business practices. HAFA re-

cently opened the HAFA farm,  

an effort to give 16 families long-

term access to land. The long-

term land access and support  

of peers and HAFA staff helps 

address the exploitation many  

immigrant farmers face, and  

provides farmers the opportunity 

to collectively market their prod-

ucts to larger buyers such as 

school districts and hospitals.  

 

Building Hope (and Birdhouses) 

The start of fall also marks, for 

many, the return to school. Some 

youth in our community, how-

ever, must worry more about  

a place to sleep than algebra.  

According to Wilder research,  

an estimated 4,000 Minnesota 

youth experience homelessness 

each night. Many of you part-

nered with OSJ a couple of years 

ago in our work on the Homeless 

Youth Act; our efforts to end 

youth homelessness also continue 

in a new form through a CCHD 

grant to Elpis Enterprises. 

 

Elpis consists of two social  

enterprises that provide youth  

experiencing homelessness with  

a job, extensive support and train-

ing, and opportunities to advance 

and build their resumes. Two 

Elpis youth, Lashay and Keyona, 

express how Elpis has affected 

them: “Working at Elpis Enter-

prises has helped me develop  

my work ethic, responsibility,  

independence, time management 

and be a better communica-

tor.  These skills have helped  

me be a better leader at work,  

in the community and at home.” 

 

We Need You! 

Your support of CCHD is crucial 

to our ongoing ability to support 

these and other incredible groups 

working to end poverty in our 

community. One way to get in-

volved with CCHD is to support 

the annual CCHD collection in 

your parish. This year’s collection 

takes place November 22-23;  

encourage your pastor to have 

your parish participate and spread 

the word. OSJ can provide assis-

tance with bulletin announce-

ments and speakers for collection 

weekend! 

 

Another way to take action with 

CCHD is to promote the Multi-

media Youth Art Contest, a 

chance for youth in grades 7-12  

to express their learnings about 

local poverty in creative form. 

The art contest is a great activity 

for art or religion classes, after-

school programs, or youth groups. 

Contact OSJ for more information 

about getting youth involved in 

education for social justice. 

 

We are thrilled to support the 

work of six local organizations 

through CCHD grants this year. 

Visit www.cctwincities.org/

CCHD-CSF to read more about 

CCHD groups, the collection, and 

the art contest. 

PARISHES AT WORK 

HAFA local farmer  
CCHD group 

http://www.cctwincities.org/CCHD-CSF
http://www.cctwincities.org/CCHD-CSF
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Engaging Parishes in promoting 

Social Justice 

The fall has been abuzz with great 

excitement and activity among  

social justice committees around 

the archdiocese. OSJ is thrilled to 

be supporting groups in creatively 

and strategically infusing social 

justice into the life of their faith 

communities. 

   

Forming Just People 

At the end of August, Presentation 

of the Blessed Virgin Mary  

collaborated with Our Redeemer    

Lutheran Church and OSJ to  

inspire ecumenical reflection and 

conversation on the role of justice. 

The two communities reflected on 

how to help bring about justice in  

our community and world.    

 

One participant in the evening  

retreat commented, “Thank you  

for bringing us together. I take 

away excitement about working 

together for justice with other faith 

communities.”  This excitement 

about the possibilities inherent in 

working together, which was truly 

the take-away of the evening, was 

fostered through guided conversa-

tions around Christian foundations 

in justice, role models of faith in 

action, and a group examination  

of the communities’ two feet of 

love in action. Future collaborative 

follow-up is planned.  

 

Reflecting on Service in Action 

St. Joseph the Worker Parish en-

gaged volunteers hosting families 

experiencing homelessness at their 

church by offering an evening op-

portunity to grow in their faith and 

reflect upon their service. Partici-

pants shared how “our eyes were 

opened to the needs in our commu-

nity, while also asking the deeper 

questions.” Parishioners considered 

the impacts of their service on 

themselves, others, and on their 

faith community while wrestling 

with faithful responses to families 

experiencing homelessness and 

other needs in their community.   

  

Planning Ahead 

Other parishes have been actively 

involved in praying for and creat-

ing awareness of the humanitarian 

crisis with the unaccompanied  

children at our southern border, 

and of our nation’s broken immi-

gration system. Earlier this sum-

mer, a large interfaith group com-

prised of many parishes gathered  

in prayer outside the Ramsey 

County Detention Center to join 

their voices in expressing collec-

tive care, concern, and commit-

ment for these vulnerable children 

and to call for public support for  

a compassionate government and 

community response. Parishes  

continue to gather every first  

Sunday of the month in prayer  

and solidarity with individuals  

facing deportation.   

 

The coming months are filled  

with plenty of great social justice 

plans, including the OSJ Social 

Justice Meet Ups, the Fall Forum 

Speakers at St. Patrick’s 

(www.stpatrick-edina.org) or  

the Pope Francis 3-part series at  

St. John Neumann. As you con-

tinue developing your parish  

plans for the Fall, we encourage 

you to attend a special practical 

skills workshop at St. Stanislaus 

Parish on Oct 14th, aimed at pro-

viding resources and sharing ideas 

for social justice committees. As 

always, please share the great work 

occurring in your community and 

contact us if OSJ can be a resource 

to you.  
 

Marty Roers & Angela Butel 

Community Engagement Team 

 

PARISHES AT WORK 

“Even if I leave this 
place and I go to a nice 

home, how many kids 
do you know that have 
been through a shelter 

or some sort of home 
like this, and went on to 

become…successful. 
Really successful, not 
just have a job and be 

struggling.”   
 

-Staff member at St. Joseph’s 
Home for Children 
Listening Session 

http://www.stpatrick-edina.org


It means protecting 

people, showing  

loving concern for  

each and every person, 

especially children, the 

elderly, those in need, 

who are often the last 

we think about.  

 
-Pope Francis 

Homily, 3/19/2013 

 
Resources and Events 

Sowers Focus Group 
 

In July, a small group of Sowers of Justice 

met with OSJ staff to tell us more about 

what makes being a Sower meaningful.  

 

Among some of the insights we gained 

were the importance of community 

amongst a geographically spread group, 

and the importance of several options to 

engage in a diverse set of policy changes.   

 

Over the coming weeks, OSJ will be  

sending out a survey to all Sowers to get 

your feedback on how we can best support you in your social justice 

work, and the ways in which you’d like to engage with us and one  

another throughout the year.  
 

Thank you to the small group of Sowers and  

we look forward to your thoughts! 

Visit our website for more detailed  

information on all events. 

www.cctwincities.org/advocacy 

Fall Sowers Assembly 

October 6, 2014 

6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Annunciation Church 

  

Community Change and CCHD 

October 7, 2014 

6:00-7:30 p.m. 

Lumen Christi 

Light dinner will be served 

 

Fall Forum Speakers 

Economic Risks for Youth 

October 9, 2014 

7:00-9:00 p.m. 

St Patrick’s Edina 

 

Sowers Meet Up 

October 14, 2014 

7:00-8:30 p.m. 

St. Stanislaus Church 

 

Community Change and CCHD 

October 15, 2014 

12:00-1:30 p.m. 

Hayden Center 

Light lunch will be served 

Pope Francis: Themes, actions, 

and encouragement of His  

papacy 

October  22, 2014 

7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Hayden Center 

Light lunch will be served 

 

General Election 

November 4, 2014 

pre-registration closes on  

October 14 at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Sowers Meet Up 

November 11, 2014 

7:00-8:30 p.m. 

Pax Christi Church 

 

CCHD Collection 

November 22 & 23, 2014 

During Mass 

Most Parishes 
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Sow for  yourse lves  

just ice ,  

reap the f ru i t  o f  fa i thfu l  

love;  

 
Break up for  yourse lves  

a  new f ie ld ,  for i t  is   

t ime to seek the  Lord,   

unt i l  the  Lord comes  

and ra ins  down just ice  

upon you.  
 

Hosea, 10:12 

Office for Social Justice 
Catholic Charities 

60 Plato Boulevard East 

#230 

Saint Paul, MN 55107 
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

The Harvest of Justice:  

2014 Fall Oktoberfest Sowers Assembly 

 

Join to celebrate Kathy Tomlin’s leadership and dedication to  

promoting social justice, to reap the harvest of justice achievements from  

this past year, and to prepare the ground work to plant the seeds for the  

2015 legislative session.  
 

All are welcome! 

Monday, October 6th 

Annunciation Church  
509 W 54th St, Minneapolis, MN 55419 I www.annunciationmpls.org 

6:30p.m. - 8:30p.m. 

                                Food, Drink, & Celebration  

RSVP not necessary but welcomed to prepare food amounts to osj@cctwincities.org or 651-647-2588   

Special thank you to Our Lady of Peace and Annunciation parishes’  

Peace & Justice Committee for co-hosting  


