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With elections still almost two
months away, many of us are already
seeking refuge from constant campaign ads. It’s hard to turn on the TV,
radio, read the newspaper, or even go
for a drive without feeling bombarded
by an encouragement to vote for
someone, to vote “yes” or “no,” or,
perhaps most often, to vote against
someone.
The last few legislative sessions
have been difficult for legislators,
policymakers, advocates, and
civically-minded citizens alike.
Legislators from both sides of the
aisle have announced retirements,
citing a contentious and unfriendly
political environment that many
Capitol veterans have never seen
before. Like many of you, they are
weary, thinking that their values and
issues of import are being ignored.
The potential for change that inspired
them to run for office seems gone,
crushed by a polarized political climate that stifles compromise and the
search for common ground.

This year, you have helped us raise
important issues in the midst of contention, and brought us to several important victories. With your help,
Catholic Charities Office for Social
Justice raised the voices of people
who may not otherwise have a say in
our communities, and our work in
2012 is only beginning.
This election season, we face harmful
photo ID legislation that could put the
right to be heard at risk for many of
the people we serve each year. As we
work with you to coordinate voter
registration for clients at Catholic
Charities sites, and help to prepare
staff and volunteers to answer questions, we become increasingly aware
of the importance of these voices, and
the need for their stories to be heard
throughout our communities, from the
Capitol to parishes to our own dinner
tables.
When many of our brothers and sisters are at risk of losing their right to
vote, the value of our own participation is heightened. So often, we take
the privilege of voting for granted.
While we have high voter turnout in
Minnesota in almost every major
election, it is likely to decrease after
this election as thousands of people
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may no longer be welcomed at
the polls for not having the
proper identification. Working
to maintain the right to vote for
others can give us a new appreciation for what such a right
means, and why it is so important that we not only fill in a
bubble on November 6, but that
we ensure that others can exercise this right as well.
This election season presents
us with an occasion to renew
our commitment to upholding
the dignity of everyone in our
community, to ensure that the
needs of the most vulnerable
are considered by those running
for office , and to be vocal
about our principles even,
and perhaps especially, when
it’s most difficult. As Catholics,
we understand challenging times
as opportunities to rediscover
our values: What does our faith
call us to? What does it mean
to work for the common good?
How can we best use the precious right to vote to positively
influence the world around us?
In an environment of contradictory sound bites, we have the
opportunity and responsibility
to inspire others to approach
politics from an understanding
of human dignity and participation. Each of us can approach
people with different philosophies from a place of compassion and understanding, and
perhaps even create opportunities for the discovery of shared
values and visions that invite
even the most marginalized in
our society to truly take part in
our communities. With consistent values and ethics, reliable
and clear information, we can
promote substance, reason,
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and a vision for our society
that cares for those most in
need.
Last year, that attitude made a
difference. Together, we fought
for bonding dollars in a political
setting that some believed
wouldn’t yield a bonding bill at
all. As a result of our work with
many others, and our refusal to
back down from the message
that everyone deserves a home,
we won not only a bonding bill,
but one that included $37.5 million for housing.
With renewed energy and a
clear vision, what will we do in
November and beyond?
Ana Ashby
Public Policy Organizer

???????
It is that great time of year
when political candidates
knock on doors to speak
with voters.
This is a perfect time to
share your thoughts and
concerns with candidates,
and to hear their opinions
on issues you care about so
you can make a well-informed
decision at the polls.
We offer some questions
for Candidates on ending
poverty and creating
opportunity on page 5 & 6
to keep near your door, in
preparation for talking to any
of the candidates.

"Responsible
citizenship is
a virtue and
participation in political
life is a moral
obligation."
-- Forming Consciences for
Faithful Citizenship

Public Policy
Minnesota’s Congressional
Delegation Supports
Housing for Formerly
Homeless Students
We are very excited about
the introduction of two
Minnesota-supported bills
in Congress. In the House,
H.R. 3076 is co-authored by
two members from Minnesota:
Rep. Erik Paulsen (MN-3) and
Rep. Keith Ellison (MN-5).
In the Senate, S. 3494 was
very recently introduced by
Senator Al Franken (MN).

“In all things
I have shown you
that by working hard
in this way
we must help the weak
and remember the
words of the Lord Jesus,
how he himself said,
„It is more blessed to
give than to receive‟.”
-Acts 20:35

Current law is such that homeless youth who are full-time
students are not eligible for
safe, stable housing supported
by the federal Low Income
Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC).
Catholic Charities Hope Street
Shelter for Runaway and Homeless Youth staff are very familiar with this “student rule.”
We have worked with many
youth who have needed to
drop classes in order to qualify
for housing. It is particularly
stressful for homeless youth
who are doing well in school
despite their housing situations,
and who then are told that
their commitment to school
is jeopardizing their chance at
stable housing.
Some of these youth are still
in high school. In an era of "no
child left behind," these students
are definitely being left behind.
Often, youth begrudgingly
agree to drop a class, which
then distresses their school
routine. School is often the
only consistent place in a client’s life. One young woman
who was very connected at

school had to drop a class to
move into her apartment. She
ended up spiraling into missing
more school, which was detrimental to her housing stability
and mental health because her
support team was based at the
school.
- Youth homelessness in Minnesota has increased 46 percent
from 2006 to 2009.1
- Every child in Minnesota who
fails to graduate from high
school is estimated to cost the
community about $750,000 in
lost wages, tax revenues and
additional costs for health
care, social services and incarceration.2
- The average high school
graduate’s lifetime earnings
are estimated to be
$476,000 greater than the
income of a comparable high
school dropout.3
- Dropouts from the class of
2008 will cost Minnesota
almost $4 billion in lost wages
over their lifetimes.4
H.R. 3076 and S. 3493 would
allow many homeless youth
the ability to complete their
education quickly and have
appropriate housing. A great
thank you to Senator Franken,
Representative Paulsen, and
Representative Ellison!
Marie Reigstad
Public Policy Manager
1

“Homelessness in Minnesota – Key Findings, Summary. Wilder Foundation.”
Mykerezi, Elton, Judy A. Temple, and Kristine Lamm West. “Cost-Effective
Policies to Improve Rural Education in Minnesota.” A Region Apart: A Look
at Challenges and Strategies for Rural K-12 Schools. Ed. Center for Rural
Policy and Development. St. Peter, Minnesota: Center for Rural Policy and
Development. April, 2009. p.71. http://www.ruralmn.org/wp-content/
uploads/2010/04/education09.pdf
3Levin, Henry M. and Clive R. Belfield. “Investments in K-12 Education for
Minnesota.” Paper presented at Growth & Justice Conference, November
12, 2007, Minneapolis MN. pp. 16-17. Calculations adjusted for reflect
present value.
4Alliance for Excellent Education. “Understanding High School Graduation
Rates in Minnesota.” http://www.all4ed.org/publication_material/
understanding_HSgradrates
2
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Research Corner
Jasmine is a beautiful 4 year-old
with a bright brown eyes and a
head covered in white beaded
braids. On a good day, Jasmine’s
mom, Essence, brings her to
Catholic Charities’ Northside
Child Development Center where
the little girl loves to play with
the other children, have books
read to her and draw pictures.
However, today is not a good
day. Today Jasmine and Essence
are at a Minneapolis’s emergency
shelter for homeless families.
Essence lost her waitressing job
last month and she couldn’t pay
the rent. Without a job, Essence
also lost her childcare subsidy.
So Jasmine can’t go to Northside.
Like many poor workers, Essence is accustomed to living one
illness or job loss away from
having her family’s arrangements
crumble into a frustrating and
complicated mess. Essence and
Jasmine may spend months going
between various agencies, waiting for assistance or being told to
go wait in a different line, trying
to piece together employment,
housing, and quality child care.
Essence knows that shelter life
means parenting under stress and
in public; it’s not for the weak.
Essence and Jasmine will not
be alone at the shelter. The lack
of affordable appropriate housing
continues to push lower income
families into homelessness. To
be “affordable,” housing has
to tap less than 30% of a household’s monthly income. In
Essence’s North Minneapolis
neighborhood, almost two-thirds
of renters spend more than 30%
of their monthly income on housing, leaving no cushion for emergencies and a rapidly growing
4-September 2012

population of precariously
housed children.1
Across the state, children represent more than a third of the
homeless,2 Minnesota’s family
homelessness is on the rise, having reached its highest levels in
over twenty years.3
Housing instability inserts discontinuities in important relationships with caregivers and
schools, pre-schools or early
childhood enrichment centers,
key locations for learning important socializing skills and getting
prepared for long-term academic
success and financial selfsufficiency.
What can we do?
 Support the rights of children
of all ages to consistent access
to quality schools, pre-schools
and early childhood enrichment
centers regardless of whether
they are homeless or stably
housed and regardless of
whether their parents are currently employed, in school or
looking for work.


Support the rights of children
to appropriate, affordable and
stable housing. Children living
in housing that provides rental
assistance and family-case
workers have fewer school
transfers, are less involved in
cases of child maltreatment and
are less likely to be removed
from their parents' care than
homeless children.4
Kate Searls
Sr. Research and Policy Analyst

1American

Community Survey Data
“Helping Minnesota’s Homeless Kids: Studying Services that
Work” by Cynthia Boyd, 01/20/12, downloaded 8/21/12 from http://
www.minnpost.com/community-sketchbook/2012/01/helpingminnesotas-homeless-kids-studying-services-work
3
“The role of Supportive Housing in Homeless Children’s Well-being: An
Investigation of Child Welfare and Educational Outcomes”, By Saahoon Hong
and Kristine N Piescher, Minnesota-Link Child Welfare Special Topic, No. 11,
CASCW Winter 2012 page 5.
4
Ibid.
2MinnPost,



Older Adults
What do you think are the primary needs of
seniors living in Minnesota?
What do you think Minnesota should do to fill
the long-term care needs of older adults?

Refugees and Immigrants
We are pleased to introduce
you to our new
Parish Social Justice Manager,
Marty Roers!
Marty is a graduate of St. John‟s
University in Biology, and holds
an MA in Theology from the
University of Notre Dame.
Marty worked in the Mission
Office for the St. Cloud Diocese
from March 2003 to August 2005
and has journeyed across
many different countries
doing mission work.
Before coming to our office
Marty was the Campus Minister
coordinating social justice and
service outreach opportunities
for college students at Loyola
Marymount University in Los
Angeles, a position he has held
since September 2008.
We look forward to all that
Marty will bring to our work and
to all of us.

How can Minnesota help refugees and
immigrants to become full, productive
members of society?
How can we make Minnesota a more
welcoming place for refugees and immigrants?

Children
What should we do to end the surging youth
homelessness problem in Minnesota?
How will you support state funding for childcare and other assistance programs that help
children flourish?

Homeless
In your opinion, what programs are most
needed to keep Minnesotans from becoming
at risk for homelessness?
How can the government work with businesses, nonprofits and local communities to
end homelessness in Minnesota?

Community
What policy changes would make the biggest
difference in enhancing a sense of community in our region?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUR CANDIDATES

How Do Candidates
Plan To
End Poverty and
Create Opportunity?

What key activities currently bring government, business and non-profits together and
enhance our quality of life? What other things
would you propose that would ensure a bright
future for all Minnesotans?
September 2012-5



Keep this list of questions near your door, and
you will be prepared to talk to any candidate.

 A recent analysis of US Census Bureau data

 Elder homelessness is anticipated to grow by

33% between 2010 and 2020. It is expected to
increase by over 100% by 2050. (Source:
Hearth-Ending Elder Homelessness).
 According to a 2010 Minneapolis Foundation

study, one in five of the Minnesota‟s new immigrants has been a refugee fleeing persecution
in their homeland.
 Nationally, the costs associated with children

growing up in poverty (costs of increased rates
of incarceration, poor health and wages not
earned due to inferior education) is about $500
billion per year. (Source: Holzer, Schanzenbach, Duncan and Ludwig, 2008).
 Every child in Minnesota who fails to graduate

from high school is estimated to cost his or her
community about $750,000 in a combination of
lost wages and tax revenues and additional
costs for health care, social services and incarceration. (Source: Mykerezi, Temple, and
Lamm West, 2009).
 Education (and workforce development for par-

ents) plays a critical role in Minnesota‟s prosperity.
A U.S. Congressional Joint Economic Committee
Study found that educational advances among a
region‟s population account for 10 to 25 percent of
that region‟s economic growth.

THE FACTS ABOUT POVERTY:

finds that over HALF (52%) of all elder-only
households in the U.S. report incomes that do
not cover basic, daily expenses.

 Thirty-four percent of Minnesota‟s homeless

population is comprised of children in families
(Source: Wilder Research, 2010).
For more information visit www.cctwincities.org/
advocacy or call 651-647-2588

Serving those most in need and calling for justice in the community.
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We are pleased to introduce
you to our new Community
Engagement and Leadership
Development Specialist,
Elizabeth Fairbairn!
Elizabeth received her BA
in Theology from Creighton
University. While there, she
participated in service trips and
held an internship at a non-profit
policy law firm.
After graduation, Elizabeth was
a member of the St. Joseph
Worker program. With the CSJ‟s
she was very engaged on social
justice issues.
We are excited that Elizabeth
can join us to further our work
in developing leadership for
social justice!

Resources and Events
Catholic Campaign for Human Development
Collection Sunday
The annual Catholic Campaign for Human
Development (CCHD) Collection Weekend
is November 16-17.
Started by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops in 1970,
CCHD funds local, self-help, anti-poverty organizations across the
United States. The funding provided is donation-based and relies
heavily on the Collection Weekend. Please speak to your pastor and
fellow parishioners regarding this opportunity to connect charity and
systemic change to fight poverty in our community.

Goodbye and
Good Luck Cheryl!
OSJ bids farewell to
Cheryl Peterson who has
taken a social justice position
at Guardian Angels Church.
We are glad to have her in
one of the very active social
justice parishes in the metro
area, but will miss her
program leadership for
CCHD and parish social
justice development.
Please know in the midst
of our move she declined
a party—I think she was
anxious to start enjoying
a break before she started
a new job.
Cheryl‟s new
contact information:
(651) 789-3181
cpeterson@guardian-angels.org

With any questions, please contact Elizabeth Fairbairn, the local CCHD
Coordinator, at 651-647-2588 or Elizabeth.Fairbairn@cctwincities.org.

Deferred Deportation for Childhood Arrivals
In August, the Department of Homeland Security released guidelines
for undocumented immigrants who came to the United States as children to apply for deferral of deportation. Although the announcement
does not provide a path to citizenship for this population (also known
as the DREAM-eligible population), it could grant many immigrants
the opportunity to stay in the U.S. and obtain legal work permits.
While this process is a great step in the right direction, we still have
a lot of work to do. OSJ will continue to advocate for the DREAM
Act and for broader immigration reform. For more information on
Deportation Deferral eligibility, or to find out how you can help,
please contact us.
Thrive MSP 2040 Listening Sessions

Join Metropolitan Council members and staff for an opportunity to
help create the vision for the Twin Cities metropolitan region over
the next 30 years. Please RSVP to Council public information if you’re
planning to attend, 651-602-1140 or public.info@metc.state.mn.us.
Dates (more available on our website):
St Paul
Monday, Sept. 10
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Amherst Wilder Auditorium
451 Lexington Parkway,

Plymouth
Thursday, Sept. 13
7:30 to 9:30 a.m.
Plymouth Creek Center, 14800 34th Avenue,
Black Box Theatre

Eagan
Tuesday, Sept. 11
6 to 8 p.m.
McColl Pond Environmental Learning Center, 13550 Dakota Avenue, Aspen Room

Vadnais Heights
Wednesday, Sept. 19
6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Vadnais Heights Commons, 655 East
County Road F, East Vadnais Room
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Sow for yourselves
justice,
reap the fruit of faithful
love;
Break up for yourselves
a new field, for it is
time to seek the Lord,
until the Lord comes
and rains down justice
upon you.
Hosea, 10:12

Recycled paper and
printed with soy-based ink.

M ARK Y OUR C ALENDARS
Mark Your Calendar
Sowers Assembly
September 27, 2012
7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m.
Carondelet Center
1890 Randolph Ave., St. Paul, MN 55105
www.carondeletcenter.org
Social Justice Meetup
Tuesday, October 23rd, 2012
Location: - TBD
Topic: Civil Discourse
Elections
Tuesday, November 6, 2012
Catholic Campaign for Human Development
Sunday Collection
November 16-17, 2012
At All Local Parishes
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Please join us for a celebration of Sowers'
role in securing $37.5 million in bonding
dollars for housing, and to learn more about
Catholic Charities' programs, including the
new Higher Ground site in Minneapolis.
More information about our fantastic
speakers and subjects coming soon!
Who: Sowers of Justice
What: Sowers Assembly
When: Thursday, September 27, 7-8:30pm
Where: The Carondelet Center, near the
campus of St. Kate's in St. Paul
If you have any questions, please contact Ana
Ashby, Public Policy Organizer, at 651.647.2585 or
ana.ashby@cctwincities.org.

We hope to see you on September 27th!
More on our website:
www.cctwincities.org/advocacy

