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Inside this Issue 

Have you thrown yourself into 

summer?  As good Minnesotans we 

usually throw ourselves into summer 

with abandon because it is here, it is 

short and it is intense. We cast off 

meetings and go “up North”—

sometimes even leaving our cell 

phones and computers at home. 
 

The dog days of August tell us to play 

hard and take it all in. We know that 

the State Fair is over, school has 

started and the days are already 

incredibly shorter than they were sixty 

days ago. Thankfully, we haven’t 

experienced that shrugged shoulder 

look from the cold unless we got 

caught up in a freezing air-conditioned 

space. 
 

And what about this humidity? It must 

make those fighting the notion of 

global climate change take pause. 

(This is all to point out, of course, that 

we can talk as much about the weather 

in the summer as we can in the middle 

of a blizzard!) 
 

Hopefully, we have renewed energy to 

jump back into the work of justice by 

engaging in the electoral debates and 

issues facing us during the next 

legislative session. With a six billion 

dollar deficit looming, many difficult 

choices face our legislators, governor 

and the citizens of this state. 
 

As Sowers of Justice and citizens 

interested in ending poverty and 

strengthening the common good, let’s 

challenge each other to raise the bar 

on our engagement by: 
 

� Being a credible voice not only 

for those in poverty but with 

those in poverty. The best way to 

be credible, of course, is to be in 

relationship. As a friend of mine 

has suggested, “The best way to 

understand is to stand under which 

is to look up to which is a really 

good way to understand.” Being 

with those in poverty through 

direct service opportunities in our 

parishes, or through other 

organizations like Catholic 

Charities, is a good way to learn. 

Looking for the assets and 

commonalities among us brings a 

solidarity that increases our 

passion to stay in the fight. This 

makes us bold advocates for 

ending poverty despite the fears 

around the scarcity of resources. 
 

� Getting educated about the 

budget deficit and the pros and 

cons of various solutions. What is 

the impact of potential budget cuts 

on particular services? How might 

tax increases or decreases affect 

our ability as a state to create jobs 

and have the quality of life that we 

all want for our families and future 

generations? It is important to get 

engaged in the questions and 
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possible solutions in order to 

be bold advocates for ending 

poverty despite how 

impossible to solve the 

problem looks. 
 

� Engaging in civil civic 

conversation at the parish  

and other community 

forums. Strident political 

speech -making is not the 

same thing as reflective and 

open debate. Coming into the 

room or into the conversation 

with our “baggage” and 

leaving without anything 

being added or left behind 

means the conversation was 

less conversant and more 

wall-like. Being able to learn 

from each other and being 

open to new solutions or 

other perspectives is 

important in order to be bold 

advocates for ending poverty 

despite the closed “black and 

white” positions often 

provided during election time. 
 

� Acknowledging that one      

of the seven principle 

foundations of the 

Archdiocesan planning 

process is a special concern 

for the needs of the poor, 

marginalized and 

immigrant. Parish 

communities have long 

focused much attention on 

the needs of the poor. We 

spend a majority of the time 

trying to provide basic needs 

like food, clothing and 

shelter. Some parishes also 

provide transitional services 

that move people from 

needing the basics to a more 

stable situation. There is 

probably less done to address 

how to keep people in stable 

housing with stable incomes. 

Being willing to stretch our 

advocacy imaginations 

beyond the basics to 

solutions that would actually 

keep people from falling into 

poverty makes us bolder 

advocates for ending poverty 

despite the fact that 

innovative solutions may 

seem hard to come by. 
 

� Making the vision to end 

poverty a reality by making  

a parish plan.  Obviously no 

one parish can end poverty. 

However many parishes with 

the backing of their members 

can make a significant dent. 

It will take planning, 

imagination, intention and    

a collective focus on both 

charity and justice. An 

individual can contribute    

by paying for immunizations 

for a child in the parish, but 

providing access to 

preventive health care for   

all children in poverty takes  

a much more systemic 

approach. A parish plan, then, 

needs to include attention to 

the systems that keep people 

poor and policy solutions to 

alleviate that poverty. We are 

indeed bolder advocates 

when we understand that 

systems are bigger than the 

sum of their parts; they are 

products of the choices we 

made and can be changed by 

the choices we make.  
 

Developing relationships with 

those in poverty, educating 

ourselves on the issues, engaging 

in civil discourse and creating 

parish strategies that address 

both charity and justice are the 

Gospel activities that will create 

parish communities of salt and 

light. Let’s get to it! 
 

Kathleen Tomlin 

Director 

Be a credible voice 
not only  

for 
those in  

poverty but  
with 

those in  
poverty.  
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Volunteer Opportunities 

Go vote  
(and help others to vote, too!)  

 

Did you vote during the recent 

primary election?  According to 

Minnesota Public Radio, only 

about 16% of eligible voters 

turned out for the August 10th 

primary that selected candidates 

for Congress, Governor, and a 

host of other state and local races.  

Unlike previous years when 

primary elections were held in 

September, this year some of us 

may have been up at the cabin or 

on a summer vacation when the 

primary occurred.  For others, it 

may have just slipped our minds.   
 

The general election is on 

November 2.  It is absolutely 

critical that we all bring our voice 

and values to the polls.  This is an 

important election for the state (as 

all of them are, I suppose). 
 

Imagine, however, if you woke 

up in a shelter on Election Day.  

It would be hard to remember to 

vote as you struggled to find 

work, housing, and economic 

stability.  You might feel 

disenfranchised and unwilling to 

participate in the process.   
 

“People experiencing 

homelessness, poverty and crisis 

are often times the least likely 

voters,” says Maureen Ramirez, 

the director of the Civic 

Engagement Table, an 

organization that brings 

nonprofits together to develop 

best practices for voter 

engagement.  “It takes extra effort 

to get them to vote because of the 

challenges they’re facing in their 

daily lives.” 
 

It’s critical, however, that people 

experiencing poverty and crisis 

turn out to vote.  Politicians listen 

to voters, and people who are 

challenged by housing or 

economic instability have 

important voices to bring to 

public policy discussions.  Kenza 

Hadj-Moussa, an organizer at the 

St. Stephens Human Rights 

Program puts it this way: 

“There’s a sad truth about our 

democracy.  A cycle exists where 

under-represented communities 

don’t vote because they feel like 

their vote doesn’t matter. 

Underrepresented communities 

don’t matter to politicians 

because they don’t vote.”   
 

In 2010, volunteers from the 

Sowers of Justice network will 

work again to break this cycle.  

At Catholic Charities sites 

throughout the Twin Cities, 

Sowers will assist Catholic 

Charities staff by registering 

voters, educating people on the 

election and getting them to the 

polls on Election Day.  Dozens of 

volunteers are needed to help 

Catholic Charities clients have 

the information they need to vote.   
 

Sowers of Justice do strictly non-

partisan voter engagement.  We 

don’t encourage anyone to 

support one candidate or party 

over another.  Sowers will simply 

help Catholic Charities clients get 

ready to cast their ballot. 
 

Important decisions will be made 

by people who get elected this 

year.  To help the Office for 

Social Justice do Voter 

Engagement program, call Adam 

Robinson at 651-291-4536 or 

email 

adam.robinson@cctwincities.org.   

 
Adam Robinson 

Public Policy Organizer 

True peace is not 

merely the absence of 

tension, it is the 

presence of justice. 

 

-Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Public Policy 

Creating Civil Civic 

Dialogue 
The election cycle never seems  

to come to an end.  It seems that 

as soon as one candidate is 

elected to office, campaigns 

spring up again, and news reports 

start covering the polls and the 

“horse race” between the 

candidates.  Even for the 

politically inclined, it can be a 

tiresome process, and it’s hard to 

know where we, as Catholics, can 

and should engage in this 

contentious process.   
 

The fact is that we should be 

engaging everywhere in the 

public arena.  Through Faithful 

Citizenship and other documents 

and statements, our Bishops 

encourage us to be active 

members of civic life.  Voting    

is one, but certainly not the only 

way that Catholics can engage   

in the civic dialogue about the 

issues that are facing our 

communities, our state, and     

our nation.   
 

According to the bishops, we are 

“called to use Catholic teaching 

to examine candidates’ positions 

on issues and should consider 

candidates’ integrity, philosophy, 

and performance. It is important 

for all citizens “to see beyond 

party politics, to analyze 

campaign rhetoric critically, and 

to choose their political leaders 

according to principle, not party 

affiliation or mere self-interest.” 
 

But, in our own communities, it 

can be challenging to be engaged 

public actors.  I know that I don’t 

like the tension that comes with 

disagreement and discord, and it 

seems like politics, more than 

any other subject, can create 

difficult conversations in our 

parishes and neighborhoods.   

While putting up a candidate’s 

sign in our front yard and talking 

to people we agree with about 

politics are good first steps, it’s 

also important to step out of our 

comfort zone to talk with people 

who share our faith but may not 

share our political sensibilities.   
 

In his book Vote Catholic? 

Beyond the Political Din,  

Dr. Bernard Evans raises the 

issue this way: “Even among 

Catholics there always will be     

a legitimate variety of options   

for promoting the common  

good... The church has long 

taught that the same Christian 

faith can lead to different 

prudential judgments regarding 

concrete issues.”  
 

Dr. Evans suggests that we 

always presume good intentions 

and motives among those with 

whom we disagree.  We also 

need to try to understand one 

another’s positions.  Finally,     

we can’t claim the Church’s 

authority exclusively for 

ourselves.  That means that       

we need to engage openly and 

honestly and not presume to 

know all of the answers before 

we talk to our brothers and sisters. 
 

Civic dialogue can be 

challenging and frustrating,      

but it is important and necessary.  

Why don’t you try some of the 

questions in the margin and really 

listen to the answers people give 

to you.  You never know, you 

might be surprised! 
 

 

Adam Robinson 

Public Policy Organizer 
 

 

Civic Dialogue     

Questions for         

Discussion 
 

� How would you use the 
power of elected office       
to protect human life and 
promote the dignity of all 
people? 

 

� In light of the multi-billion 
dollar state budget short-
fall, how would you bal-
ance the budget while 
protecting the needs of 
people who are   living in 
poverty and crisis? 

 

� Given the challenges our 
economy is facing, how 
would you help create      
jobs for people who are    
unemployed?  
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Parishes at Work 

Help Wanted 
 

Are you and others in your par-

ish seeking to build relationships 

with people in need as a way to 

live your faith?  Here’s your   

opportunity.  Migration and 

Refugee Services, a division     

of Catholic Charities, has long 

existed to help resettle refugees.  

A number of new singles and 

families are expected to arrive   

in our country this year.  In con-

junction with Catholic Charities’ 

case managers, parishioners are 

desperately needed to help wel-

come these newcomers to the 

U.S.  What does that help look 

like?  The gamut runs from wel-

coming at the airport to prepar-

ing the family’s apartment 

(cleaning, making up beds, 

cooking a meal) to being a 

friend to the “stranger in our 

midst”.   
 

Help Given 
 

What’s the plan for your parish 

social justice team this year?  

Will you coordinate ways for 

fellow parishioners to address 

issues faced by people in       

poverty and crisis, or provide 

opportunities for them to begin    

to understand that addressing 

these issues is a critical part      

of being Catholic?  What should 

you offer?  When?  At the       

Office for Social Justice, we’re 

here to help.  As facilitators 

trained in the MnTop® facilita-

tion methods, we will help you 

and your team create a vision    

of how your parish would look   

if justice and charity were really 

integrated into the life of your 

parish, and then help you de-

velop both strategies and a plan 

to implement that vision.   
 

 

Help Wanted AND Help Given   
 

During the turbulent ‘60s when 

poverty was at a high point,      

as it is now, our bishops were   

reading the signs of the times 

and recognized that the Catholic 

church was very good at provid-

ing various social services for 

the poor like clothing, housing, 

and food, through institutions 

such as Catholic Charities and 

the St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

We did not have a clear way to 

invest in the development of   

low income people so they   

could address the root causes     

of poverty themselves.  Central 

to the vision and mission of the 

Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development (CCHD) is provid-

ing funds to organizations work-

ing for institutional change, such    

as job creation or asset develop-

ment, with low income people at 

the heart of the change efforts.  

With this in mind, CCHD was 

created in 1970.  Funds for 

grants come from a second col-

lection taken in parishes across 

the country the weekend before 

Thanksgiving.     
 

We are asking for your help.  

Successful parish collections 

require a point person willing to 

promote CCHD.  Will you be 

that ambassador?   
 

� Make sure the Campaign    

collection happens. The 

scheduled date is November 

20 and 21: 
 

� Check the parish office to  

ensure that envelopes,  

 bulletin/pulpit announce-       

 ments and flyers have been     

  received. 
 
 
 
 
 

The stranger who 
resides with you shall  

be to you as the  
native among you,  

and you shall love him 
as yourself,  

for you were aliens  
in the land of Egypt;  

I am the Lord your God. 
 

-Leviticus 19:34 
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Parishes at Work 
 

� Encourage the pastor to 

preach about the problem of 

poverty in America and the 

gospel call to respond to this 

problem via such Church 

sponsored efforts as CCHD. 
 

� Pray as a community that low-

income people, as well as 

those who work with them, 

will find lasting solutions to 

poverty. 
 

� Contact OSJ to arrange a 

speaker from a funded group 

or the local CCHD advisory 

board for the collection 

weekend, or if you have any 

questions about being a 

CCHD ambassador!  
 

Contact Cheryl Peterson at 651-

291-4490 for more information 

about being an ambassador! 
 

New Retreat Offering 
 

“…That You Do Unto Me”-  A 

Time of Prayer and Reflection 

for Kingdom-Builders 

This new retreat is designed 

specifically for people working 

in the various charity, justice, 

and hospitality ministries in 

parishes. The 3 hour retreat is the 

perfect way to nourish and 

motivate your parish’s “kingdom 

builders” as they move from 

prayerful solitude to community 

to ministry.   
 

Call the Office for Social Justice 

to get more information about 

the retreat. 
 

Engaging Spirituality 
 

JustFaith Ministries presents a 

spiritual deepening process that 

invites small groups of adult 

Christians to explore the 

intersection between 

contemplative presence and  
 
 

 

 

 

social action, as it is lived out in  

their own lives. Engaging 

Spirituality focuses on the 

practical challenges of following 

Jesus into the broken heart of   

our world.  Participants are 

inspired by the urgency and   

spirit of the Gospel message in 

our lives, in our relationships, 

and in our times. It’s not too late 

to coordinate a small group for 

this 21 week program at your 

parish.  More information is 

available on the JustFaith 

website, or by contacting the 

local Engaging Spirituality 

animator, Danielle Baas-Moliver 

at 651-454-2079. 
 

Around Town: 
 

� The Fair Trade sale at St. 

John Neumann in Eagan is 

November 6-7. 
 

� Human Trafficking is the 

topic of Fall Forum at 

Guardian Angels in Oakdale 

Tuesday, October 26 at 7 p.m.  
 

� Gathering the Spirit of 

Mission Dialogue at St. 

Patrick’s, Inver Grove 

Heights October 9,                           

9 – noon for anyone who           

has ever participated in            

short term missions.              

Contact the Center for 

Mission at 651-291-4504 for 

more information or to RSVP. 
 

� Children’s Sabbath is 

October 15-17.  Helpful 

information on planning for 

your parish can be found at 

www.jrlc.org/childrens-

sabbath/2010-childrens-

sabbath-materials.html 

 

 

Yet the promotion 

 of justice  

through efforts  

to bring about  

openness of mind  

and will to the demands  

of the common good  

is something  

which concerns  

the Church  

deeply. 

 

- Pope Benedict XVI,   
Deus Caritas Est. 
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Resources and Events  

  

 

 

 

 

In Search of Enough 
 

A Minnesota Without Poverty, in collaboration with Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church and other partners, has launched a call for art, 
entitled “In Search of Enough.”   
 
Artists will be invited to submit their depiction of ENOUGH in 
paintings, story, drama, poetry, song, video, sculpture, dance, and 
fiber. 
 
Questions to prompt creative responses are: 
 

What does enough look like? 

What does enough sound like? 

What does enough feel like? 

How do we experience enough? 

How do we know when we have enough? 
 
For guidelines and further details regarding how to submit an entry 
visit:  www.mnwithoutpoverty.org 
 
 

As some of you have probably already heard, 
Patrick Ness has decided to move on from his 
position as policy manager for Catholic 
Charities' Office for Social Justice. 
 
Patrick has contributed a great deal to the 
work of our office and to building solid 
relationships with legislators and with many 
Catholic parishioners. 

  
We are so very sorry to see him go. We will miss his energy, passion, 
perspective and sense of humor most of all. 
  
He will be in Minnesota through August, and then will likely strike out 
for some extended travels. He doesn't know where this will take him 
but he wants to meander down the pacific coast of the country, and 
then head to South America or Southeast Asia. He hopes to attend 
graduate school on the east coast, beginning July of 2011, 
having been accepted to a one year Master's in Public Administration 
program.  
 
We send him on his way with our blessings, knowing that he will do 
good work wherever he lands!! Patrick can be contacted at 
patrick.m.ness@gmail.com.  

Although the world is 

full of suffering,  

it is also full of 

overcoming it.  
 

-Helen Keller 
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Sow for  yourselves just ice ,  

reap the f ru i t  o f  fa i thfu l  love;  

 
Break up for  yourselves 

a  new f ie ld ,  for  i t  is   

t ime to  seek the Lord,   

unt i l  the  Lord comes 

and ra ins down just ice   

upon you.  

 

Hosea, 10:12 

Sowers of Justice 
Office for Social Justice 
328 West Kellogg Blvd. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
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March and Rally for Minnesota’s Children 

October 10, 2010 

10,000 marchers will converge on the State Capitol 

urging citizens to vote with children’s issues in 

mind and reminding civic leaders and policy     

makers to make children’s need a priority. 

 

In Search of Enough 

September 1 Kickoff 

See page 7 for more details 

 

State General Election 

November 2 

Poll Place Finder: http://pollfinder.sos.state.mn.us 

 

Annual A Minnesota Without Poverty Event 

December 9, 2010 

Visit www.mnwithoutpoverty.org for more info. 

 

Legislators back in session 

January 4 

State Capitol 
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Join us!Join us!Join us!Join us!    
October Sowers Assembly 

Civil Civic Dialogue 
“Skills for a Healthy Conversation.” 

 

Wednesday October 6, 2010 
7:00 p.m. 

 

Saint John the Baptist Catholic Church 

835 2nd Ave NW  

New Brighton, MN 55112 
 

Special Guest Speaker:  Michael Klein, Ed.D, 

Clinical Faculty Justice and Peace Studies at the 

University of St Thomas. 
 

For more information or to RSVP please contact 

the Office for Social Justice at 651-291-4477 or 

osj@cctwincities.org.   

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


