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U.S.- Occupied With Important Questions!
Just today I read an article from the New York Times that was examining the interesting convergence of
homeless individuals and participants in the Occupy Wall Street movement. The Occupiers, of course
have chosen to take to the streets while many homeless individuals live on the streets less by choice
and more because they have hit rock bottom due to a lack of income, mental health challenges and
other unmet human needs.
While there has been apparent conflict between the two groups of people in some of the cities with
Occupy Wall Street camp outs, there are some interesting shared perspectives as they share the streets.
One of the most striking is that both groups of people feel a measure of disenfranchisement from the
economic and political power structure in this country. There is a belief that our economy no longer
results in a sense of shared prosperity and that the inequities are more glaring than ever in the wake of
this latest economic downturn.
Undoubtedly, the economy is not working for millions of people who are looking for jobs and some sense
of economic stability. We can argue over whether this is the "new normal" with large unemployment
numbers and low wages, whether it is a skills mismatch between workers and the jobs available, or a
mix of the two.
What is clear, however, is that this new economy with inadequate tax revenues and tax policies that
have remained unchanged have resulted in significant budget deficits. Having charged the Super
Committee with the task of balancing the national spending and tax challenges that are dragging the
country down, Congress will be embroiled in some significant moral questions. Some of the questions
they will be dealing with will impact both the homeless population and those newly unemployed who
have chosen to voice their concerns by taking to the streets.
One of the basic questions our representatives in Washington D.C. will face is how much they will be
willing to cut basic programs that keep people from being destitute. It has been suggested, for example,
that programs like food stamps, now called SNAP, the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program,
could be cut by as much as $127 billion over the next ten years. Current benefits are a low $1.30 a meal.
Any cut to the program will result in either a cut to each individual and family's grant or the elimination of
eligibility altogether for a whole host of people.
If the cuts were to come solely by eliminating eligibility from those currently eligible, more than
people would need to be cut from the program. Think about that: 8 million more people without
food, many of them children, seniors and disabled adults. The impact of such a decision would
There is no way that the churches, synagogues and mosques and other charitable enterprises
provide for the gap that will be increased.
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The scope of this single CUT is, in fact, three times the country's entire charitable food enterprise: food
shelves, food banks, pantries and food lines. As Congress faces decisions like this one, the US citizens
and our representatives will be wrestling with the fundamental question about the role of government in
continuing to assist those who cannot meet their basic needs.
Pope John XXIII, in his encyclical, Pacem in Tertis, teaches that food is a basic right and that because
we are social creatures living in community, we have the responsibility to ensure that people have what
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they need. In order to meet this challenge, then, we can either pull together as a society and agree that
programs like SNAP are a worthy humanitarian tax investment or we will have to triple the capacity of
our charitable food programs through the use of volunteers and volunteer dollars/food contributions.
As we think through this one decision, let's reflect on which one of these outcomes provides the greatest
dignity to those in need. Because many of the homeless have little capacity to fix their own meals, they
necessarily receive whatever has been contributed for their meals. But do we really want to shift another
8 million people to stand in line for food rather than receive a government issued electronic benefit card
that can be used at the grocery store to select the food that is wanted and needed at home?
It's an important consideration!
Kathy Tomlin
Director

Fiscal Year 2012 Budget
The FY 2012 budget bills (12 in all) should have been passed prior to October 1, 2011, the first day of
FY 2012. Instead, Congress passed a continuing resolution, which will dictate the budget through
November 18. Congress therefore needs to pass the FY 2012 budget bills prior to Nov. 18, or enact a
second continuing resolution.
Congressional leaders are trying to find ways to pass Fiscal Year 2012 spending laws without having to
pass a comprehensive omnibus bill, which might prove politically challenging. One option is for both the
House and Senate to enact "minibuses," a series of smaller spending packages, which would move
faster than stand-alone bills and could get broader political support.
The Senate approved one such "minibus" this past Tuesday, November 1. That measure includes
funding for agriculture, criminal justice, transportation, and housing through FY 2012. This minibus
makes up three of the twelve separate appropriations bills that make up the federal budget.

SNAP and the House Budget Proposal
The House has not yet voted on a similar minibus. However, as part of his FY 2012 budget, U.S. House
Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan (R-WI-1) has proposed to cut SNAP (formerly known as food
stamps) funding by $127 billion (almost 20%) over the next ten years. Current benefits are already low
(about $1.30 per meal per person), and this cut to the budget would cause either a cut to each family's
grant, or would force people out of the program entirely.
SNAP is the nation's basic safety net against hunger. Its goal is to alleviate hunger and malnutrition by
permitting low-income households to obtain a more nutritious diet. SNAP provides a monthly benefit
amount to eligible low-income families that can be used to purchase food. Eligibility for SNAP is based
on household income and assets. Many able-bodied, childless, unemployed adults have time limits on
their receipt of food stamp benefits. Overall, 49 percent of all participants are children (18 or younger),
52 percent of SNAP households include children and 76 percent of all benefits go to households with
children. In addition, one-third of SNAP participants live in households with senior citizens or people with
disabilities. [1]
Rep. Ryan's budget would later convert SNAP into a block grant program, meaning it would be a fixed
lump sum amount given to states. Policymakers at either the federal or state levels could not possibly
make these cuts without scaling back SNAP eligibility or reducing benefits deeply, with serious effects on
families and individuals.
If the cuts were to come solely from eliminating eligibility for categories of currently eligible households or
individuals, more than 8 million people would need to be cut from the program, if the cuts began taking
effect in 2012. If the cuts did not begin until 2015, an average of 10 million people would have to be cut
from the program in the years from 2015 through 2021 to achieve the required savings.[2]
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SNAP must be reauthorized as part of the next Farm Bill; the current Farm Bill will expire in 2012.
However, this year SNAP's future will likely come up as part of congressional efforts on deficit reduction.
If the Super Committee fails in its task to reduce the debt ceiling (see below for more information), SNAP
is included in the programs that will receive across-the-board cuts, along with Medicaid and the Earned
Income Tax Credit. Unfortunately, no such exemption exists for the Super Committee itself, which means
they can cut whatever they want. We urge the Super Committee to protect SNAP. Visit our website for a
recent Action Alert on SNAP.

The Super Committee
At the same time that Congress is working on the FY 2012 budget, the Super Committee is moving
forward on its work.
In a deal made earlier this year, Congress agreed to increase the debt ceiling by at least $1.2 trillion,
provided that the total federal budget is very strictly reduced. The deal created the Joint Deficit
Committee, also known as the "Super Committee," which must present its proposal of cuts by November
23. The Super Committee must then present a final package for Congressional vote by December 23.
This bill cannot be amended, and Members of Congress will only be able to vote "yes" or "no." If
Congress does not approve the Super Committee's proposal, an automatic reduction of more than
one trillion dollars in defense, non-defense, and some Medicare spending will be enacted.
The Super Committee is made up of 12 Members of Congress.
Senate Republicans: John Kyl, AZ, Rob Portman, OH, Pat Toomey, PA
Senate Democrats:Patty Murray, WA, John Kerry, MA, Max Baucus, MT
House Republicans: Dave Camp, MI, Fred Upton, MI, Jeb Hensarling, TX
House Democrats: James Clyburn, SC, Xavier Becerra, CA, Chris Van Hollen, MD
None of the Senators on the Super Committee are up for re-election next year. Members of the House
are all up for election every two years, and so will be dealing with re-election in November 2010. The
Super Committee includes 5 Catholics, 5 attorneys, 1 woman, 2 minorities, and 1 teacher.

Marie Reigstad
Public Policy Manager

l1J"Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (Food Stamps)," RESULTS here. Accessed October 31,2011.
,0"Ryan Budget Would Slash SNAP Funding by $127 Billion Over Ten Years: Low-Income Households in All
States Would Feel Sharp Effects ." Dottie Rosenbaum. Center on Budget and Policy Priorities.
http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=3463Dated
April 11, 2011. Accessed October 31,2011.

JOIN US TOMORROW!

Thursday, November 10, 2011
Social Justice Meetup
Lumen Christi (map)
7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Topic: Read and discuss this article from
America Magazine
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

November 14, 2011 5:45 - 8:15 p.m.
st. Joan of Arc Church (map), Light meal provided
Topic: Families Preparing for the Future: Legal & Financial Issues for survivors with
special needs Speaker: Randy Boggio; Garvey, Boggio & Hendricks, PA
Info: Free/open to all
Contact: Mary claudemaryparadis@comcast.net
or visit www.stjoan.com
November 15,2011 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Lord, When Did We See you Homeless?
An introduction to Homelessness
St. Genevieve Parish Center, Centerville (map)
Click here to learn more
November 17, 2011 6:00 - 8:30 p.m.
Engaging Our Faith at St Olaf (map)
Think & Act Anew: Bringing Catholic Social Thought (Back) to Life.
Presentation by Fr. Larry Snyder - President of Catholic Charities USA.
Click here to learn more.
November 19, 2011
November 20, 2011
Catholic Campaign for Human Development (CCHD) collection helps to reduce poverty
Click here for Catholic Spirit Article
Visit the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops webiste on CCHD
November 26, 2011 2:00-5:00 p.m.
November 27, 2011 8:30-2:00 p.m.
St. Joan of Arc Church (map)
5th Annual Sustainable
Fair Trade Market
Click here to learn more
December 1, 2011 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.
Saint John Neumann (map)
Advent Evening of Reflection
Unexpected Mangers: Finding Christ in All the Wrong Places with Deacon Steve Meyer
Visit www.sjn.org to learn more.
December 3, 2011 3:30 - 6:00 p.m.
December 4, 2011 8:00 - 1:00 p.m.
Saint Ambrose of Woodbury will be hosting a Work of Human Hands Sale to benefit
Catholic Relief Services. Come see all the wonderful unique items from around the world.
For more information call Deacon Larry Amell at 651-768-3008.
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December 15, 2011 5:00 - 7:30 p.m.
27th Annual MN Homeless Memorial March and Service
All are welcome!
Shuttles to the march will depart from Kmart, Lake St. & 1st Ave, Minneapolis,
sharp. Click here to learn more.
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at 4:20

January 11, 2011 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.
Forum on homelessness with focus on White Bear Lake area
Saint Mary of the Lake Parish Center (map)
Click here to learn more.

WEBSITE CHANGES

Our current website, www.osjspm.org, is undergoing a number of changes in preparation for a
merge on November 14th with our main office of Catholic Charities of Saint Paul and
Minneapolis' website (www.cctwincities.org).
If you have any links bookmarked, they will need to be updated.
Please contact us if you have any questions, concerns or comments.
Contact:
Catholic Charities Office for Social Justice
651.291.4477

osj@cctwincities.org
www.osjspm.org
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