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During our 2014 Policy Briefings,
we asked attendees “What has having
stable housing allowed you to do that
otherwise might not have been possible?” Answers were wide-ranging:
keep a job, raise my children in a stable
environment, heal from illness/surgery,
invite friends and family to visit, take
care of my mental health, know that
my children are safe when they are
sleeping, choose who I spend my time
with, and consider the future.
What these answers point to is that
stable housing allows us to have and
pursue opportunities. Thousands of
Minnesotans struggle with housing
instability or homelessness, and other
barriers to reaching prosperity, but your
work during the 2014 legislative session will help make opportunity a reality for many!
Housing and Homelessness

Contact Us:
60 Plato Boulevard E
Suite 230
Saint Paul, MN 55107
651-647-2588

The Legislature passed, and Governor
Dayton signed, a bonding bill that included both $100 million for affordable
housing statewide ($80 million in
Housing Infrastructure bonds and $20
million in General Obligation bonds, a
historic allocation for affordable housing in MN), and $6 million for the
Dorothy Day Center ReVision project.
The $100 million in bonding dollars for
affordable housing will now
go to the Minnesota Housing Finance Agency, who
will receive proposals for
projects and will appropriate

funds. The $6 million for the ReVision
will be put to use right away as Catholic Charities and the City of St. Paul get
started on a new facility for single
adults in St. Paul. Within a few years,
the emergency shelter and Connection
Center will help clients find safe, stable housing, with the goal of ending
homelessness in Minnesota.
These accomplishments were possible
because of the strong community of
housing advocates, including Sowers
of Justice and their parishes. Over the
last decade, advocates like you have
educated our community on the importance of housing for all people. This
year, we continued that education together with our many partners in the
Homes for All coalition, and found that
obtaining $106 million for housing and
shelter was actually possible. And that
is thanks to the 8,000+ postcards we
delivered to the Legislature and the
Governor, the hundreds of calls community members made about the importance of housing, the people who
came to the Capitol to visit, and the
2,200 emails policymakers received on
behalf of these two important agenda
items from Catholic Charities base of
supporters. Thank you!
In other great news, the Legislature
also allocated additional funds to the
Homeless Youth Act! Two years ago,
funding for the HYA was a mere
$238,000 per two-year budget cycle.
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Last session, that was increased
to $4.238 million, and now it is
$6.238 million. This money is
used to shelter and house the
4,000 vulnerable youth who are
homeless in the state each night,
by helping to fund projects like
Catholic Charities Hope Street
shelter in Minneapolis. Some of
the increased funding allocated
last year was granted to Catholic
Charities to create The Cottage
– a home in Minneapolis where
formerly homeless young men
who are working can live and
prepare for the next stage in
their lives.
This year, the effort was led by
two chief authors, Senator Scott
Dibble and Representative Laurie Halverson, who, with you,
educated their colleagues last
year about the need for youthspecific services and programs.
Our bill authors and many committee members recalled testimony and facts that were shared
in 2013 when discussing the potential increase in funding this
year. Allocating an additional $2
million per year for the Homeless Youth Act is no small feat,
but because of the advocacy in
previous years, there was wideranging, bi-partisan support. We
will continue to advocate with
and on behalf of homeless youth
until all youth in our state have
safe, stable housing.
Transit and Transportation
Unfortunately, the Legislature
did not pass a transportation bill
that does any more than create
Band-Aid fixes for our ailing
transit and transportation systems. As many of you know,
transit is a crucial issue for our
clients, many of whom cannot
access affordable housing and
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stable jobs because of a lack of
transit infrastructure. Instead,
the legislature tacked on $15
million to fix this year’s potholes, and $50 million was included for transportation projects in the bonding bill.
While these investments are important, we still lack a comprehensive funding stream that can
be used for a crumbling transit/
transportation system. Catholic
Charities will continue to join
with the MoveMN coalition to
support a long-term investment
in the future of Minnesota’s
roads, bridges, and transit systems.
Safety Net Programs
The Legislature did pass, and
Governor Dayton signed, a
change to the Minnesota Family
Investment Program (MFIP,
Minnesota’s “Welfare-to-Work”
program) that will allow more
parents to access post-secondary
education and Adult Basic Education. Today 37% of adults using MFIP lack a high school diploma or GED, and current policy discourages those parents
from pursuing educational opportunities, restricting their ability to move out of poverty. With
an increase of $3.5 million,
some parents will be able to
continue their education, including Adult Basic Education, English as a Learned Language, and
post-secondary education opportunities (including four-year
programs).
Criminal and Arrest Records
Expungement
Many people living in poverty
(cont. page 3)

are unable to access housing or
employment because of criminal
and juvenile records from their
distant pasts. Expungement,
the process through which people can have their criminal records sealed, is extremely difficult, even for those whose need
for an expungement clearly outweighs any public safety concerns. A client at one of our
sites in Minneapolis was working with a volunteer to find
housing, but was refused because of a forty-year-old drugrelated charge. She had not reoffended since.

"The measure of the
greatness of a society
is found in the way it
treats those most in need,
those who have nothing
apart from their poverty!"
-Pope Francis, Text from
7/25/2013 in Rio, Brazil

This year’s legislation, which is
supported by the MN County
Attorneys Association and the
MN Coalition of Battered
Women, among others, will allow those with criminal records
that meet certain criteria to obtain an order of expungement.
The streamlined process will
ensure data privacy where appropriate, while still allowing
criminal justice agencies to access the records for certain uses.
It also requires private business
screening services to delete expunged records, which is not
explicitly required under current
law.
The bi-partisan bill (HF 2576)
will allow Minnesotans with
criminal backgrounds to access
opportunities and pathways out
of poverty instead of condemning Minnesotans for a lifetime.
Other poverty-related
legislation
Many other changes made in
this legislative session will have
a positive impact on people living in poverty. The increase in

the state’s minimum wage from
$6.25 to $9.50 by 2016, and
indexed for inflation in 2018,
will help ensure that people
who work full-time are better
able to meet their basic needs.
An increase to the Working
Family Credit, a tax rebate for
low-income families, will mean
that over 50,000 families will
see an average annual income
increase of $334. Other important policy decisions like the
Women’s Family Economic
Security Act will help increase
equity and address barriers that
keep many Minnesotans from
achieving their full potential.
After an overall successful
legislative session, we know
that poverty continues, that
people are not employed at
sufficient wages to raise a
family, or that they remain
unemployed altogether. Our
work for a vibrant and growing
economy and an end to disparities in education, employment,
income and health continues.
This summer, Catholic Charities
will be developing its advocacy
agenda for 2014-15. As the next
election approaches, we hope
you will be in touch with the
candidates on the issues of
importance to you. Please let
us know how we can help you
advocate for a better Minnesota.
Kathleen Tomlin
Vice President of
Social Justice Advocacy

Marie Ellis
Public Policy Manager

Ana Ashby
Public Policy Organizer
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Research Desk: Transportation Affordable?
We know that workers (and
therefore the businesses which
employ them) depend on being
able to raise their families in
affordable neighborhoods. But
what makes a neighborhood, or a
city, “affordable”? To understand
how affordable a particular urban
area is for lower income workers,
we have to consider local transportation costs and local income levels as well as local housing costs.
Each of these three elements
(housing, transportation and income) varies across the nation.
But one constant across the U.S. is
that, over the last decade, lower
and moderate-income households
have seen sharp increases in the
costs of housing and transportation, without an accompanying
increase in income.
Between 2000 and 2010,
Middle-income households in
the larger Twin Cities region
showed a 21 percent increase
in income and a 42 percent
increase in combined housing
and transportation costs.
The federal government considers
housing “affordable” when it requires no more than 30% of a
household’s monthly income.
Now let’s add to that the fact that
the federal government considers
transportation to be “affordable”
when it requires no more than 15%
of a household’s monthly income.
So if your family spends less than
45% of its monthly income on the
combined costs of housing and
transit, you have an affordable living situation.
As we assess the variation in housing costs, income levels, and access to low cost transportation (in
the form of mass transit), some
common stereotypes regarding
which cities are affordable are
exposed as misleading.
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For instance, a metro area such
Boston is usually considered unaffordable for lower and middle income households based on housing costs. However, when the local
transportation cost burdens and
average local incomes are also included in the analysis, Boston
moves to the top half of the affordability scale.
Unfortunately, the Minneapolis/St.
Paul region moves in the opposite,
less affordable direction when the
costs of transportation and average
local incomes are added
to the mix.
Data from the U.S. Census Bureau
comparing Boston and the Twin
Cities show that working poor
people use public transportation to
get to work when a comprehensive
system is available.
 41 percent of the poorest
workers in Boston (well
known for its comprehensive
mass transit network) used
public transportation to get
to their jobs.
 24 percent of the poorest
workers in Minneapolis used
public transportation to get
to their jobs.
Insufficiency of the Twin Cities'
transit network means that access
to employment is more expensive
for the Minneapolis and St. Paul
workers who can least afford that
additional overhead.
Housing and transportation investments are complementary parts of
a regional economic development
strategy. Amenity-rich neighborhoods, with affordable housing
and easy access to public transit,
are critical elements in supporting
income mobility among all families.
Kate Searls
Sr. Research & Policy Analyst

The Move MN coalition
consists of a large,
diverse group of advocates
who know that funding for
transportation is critical
to growing jobs, economic
competitiveness and quality
of life, and it directly impacts
the missions of the diverse
organizations and people we
each serve.
LEARN AND TAKE ACTION
www.movemn.org

PARISHES AT WORK
Inspiring Change through Social Justice

Faith is like a seed; plant
it in your heart.
God gives the harvest
at the appointed time.
- Mark 4:26-27, 28-29

Pope Francis’ recent exhortation,
the Joy of the Gospel, has been
inviting parish communities to
reflect upon Catholic Social
Teaching and to “live an authentic faith which always involves a
deep desire to change the world.”
Parish communities across the
metro area have been on fire for
raising awareness and promoting
social justice with the inspiration
of the pope. For example, St.
Mary of the Lake in Plymouth
examined the actions, words, and
teachings of Pope Francis in a
recent collaborative program
with OSJ. As one participant at
the presentation commented, “I
have a better understanding of
what the Pope's vision is. It
opened my eyes to the increasing
number of the poor, especially in
the suburbs, and I am left challenged by how we can learn from
the poor.”
St. William’s in Fridley hosted
an OSJ Social Justice Meet Up in
March on “Catholic Social
Teaching meets the Pope.” The
evening’s focused conversation
was a lively way to explore Pope
Francis’ teachings while discussing Catholic Social Teaching as a
community. As Ellen Raeker of
the Social Justice Committee
noted, “The OSJ Meet Up was
our most successful event of the
year.”
Similarly, Holy Name Parish in
South Minneapolis hosted a parish-wide “Growing in Faith Together” conversation focused on
a renewed look at our faith, social justice, and parish life today
through the lens of Pope Francis’
teachings.

Inspired by the Pope’s exhortation to “leave this earth somehow
better than we found it,” St.
Gerard parish in Brooklyn Park
hosted a Youth Homelessness
Info Session with speakers from
local school districts, Avenues
for Homeless Youth, OSJ, local
service agencies, the Mayor of
Brooklyn Park, and the St.
Gerard’s Youth Peer Ministers in
early May. The Northwest suburbs have seen a dramatic increase in youth experiencing
homelessness over the past few
years. With area school districts
reporting more than 108% increases in youth experiencing
homelessness in the past three
years, St. Gerard’s, along with
several other area churches,
wanted to be a part of changing
things for the better in their community by raising awareness and
advocating for a local 10-12 bed
shelter for youth. As Erin
O’Leary, director of Faith Formation, shared: “Our Youth Peer
Ministers really took this event
seriously and wanted to be a part
of the solution.” In addition,
Mickie Micklewright, parish
Homeless Youth Project committee member, expressed; “We are
moving forward with new supportive ideas [as a parish community]. It's been a really significant engagement for our community and that feels right and
good.”
These are a few of the inspiring
fruits of parish efforts inspired
by Pope Francis’ teachings that
we have seen over the past few
months. As you seek to engage
your parishioners, remember
OSJ is more than happy to be a
resource for your social justice
initiatives.
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PARISHES AT WORK
Parish Advocacy for Dorothy
Day Center ReVision
On a chilly Sunday in March, parishioners at Guardian Angels in
Oakdale heard a gospel reading
about Jesus healing a blind man.
As they left, they had a chance to
model Jesus’ priority for the poor
right away: signing postcards for
the Dorothy Day ReVision. Putting faith in action, they signed
450 postcards in one weekend!
In this section, we spotlight the
work of all the many parishes in
the metro area that, like Guardian
Angels, advocated on behalf of
people experiencing homelessness.
They responded to Catholic Charities’ challenge that “we can do
better” in providing dignified shelter and housing to all.
From Volunteering to Advocacy
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary in Maplewood has a longterm volunteer relationship with
the Dorothy Day Center, and has
seen first-hand the deteriorating
conditions clients face. They knew
we could do better, and organized
a postcard campaign. 400 postcards later, the Social Justice committee feels inspired and reenergized to continue helping us
all “do better” as a community.
Long-time Dorothy Day Center
volunteer Pat Melody, of St. Frances Cabrini Parish in Minneapolis,
knew one way “we can do better”
is by making the client voice heard
in this advocacy effort. Doing better means listening to those most
affected by the issue. With the
leadership of Pat and others, more
than 1000 postcards from clients
and volunteers spoke their voice.
Action Essential to Faith
Incorporating ReVision advocacy
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into existing parish programs was
another way of “doing better.” St.
Timothy’s in Blaine, for example,
included the postcard campaign as
part of their parish mission weekend. St. Odilia’s in Shoreview was
hosting a traveling photography
exhibit about homelessness at their
parish and included a postcardsigning event as a way for people
to take action to end the homelessness they witnessed in the photos.
And St. Pascal Baylon in St. Paul,
as a complement to their Lenten
Catholic Social Teaching series,
invited Catholic Charities CEO
Tim Marx to speak about the current poverty landscape and our
vision for how we can do better.
Including advocacy in parish life
illustrates that action on behalf of
the most vulnerable is an essential
part of our faith. These parishes
made the link between being communities of prayer and communities of action.
Doing More Together
Lumen Christi in St. Paul also saw
opportunities to help us do better
as a community. After a successful
postcard campaign, they did a second weekend of advocacy, encouraging parishioners to make phone
calls to the governor’s office. They
continued ramping it up by signing
a poster-sized petition, delivering
it to the governor’s staff in person.
Lumen, and all of the parishes that
took action, pushed themselves to
continue doing more to help us all
do better. Advocacy for the ReVision has been a community effort:
with more than 30 parishes participating, and 8000+ advocacy postcards collected: it’s clear that we
can indeed do more when we all
act for justice together!
Marty Roers & Angela Butel
Community Engagement Team

Resources and Events
Opportune Time for Immigration Reform
Your U.S. Representative needs to once again hear from you TODAY
encouraging them to pass legislation supporting immigration reform before their summer recess. U.S. Senate passed an Immigration Bill (S.
744) a year ago, which has important provisions to provide a “road map”
to citizenship for our 11 million undocumented brothers and sisters aspiring to become American citizens. House members need to be reminded
of the importance of comprehensive, just Immigration Reform before all
energies shift to the mid-term elections. Use the OSJ easy online system
to send a note to your representative today at www.cctwincities.org, and
find Advocacy > How to Take Action > Advocate Now.
Promoting just immigration reform is a matter of faith, for “The alien
living with you must be treated as one of your native-born. Love them as
yourself, for you were aliens in Egypt.” (Leviticus 19:34)

Welcome Baby Jack!

Catholic Charities is preparing for the
upcoming election season by planning for
voter registration efforts, and by providing
you with candidate questions that explore
some of our community’s most pressing needs.

Heartfelt congratulations go
out to Marie and Kevin Ellis
on the birth of their son.

To get your copy of our questions, please join us at the State Fair on
Friday, August 29th. We will also make them available online within the
coming months.

Jack Gregory Ellis was
welcomed into our world on
Tuesday, May 13 at 3:15 a.m.
He weighed 7 lbs 2 ounces
and stretched 20.5 inches
long.

If you would like to help register Catholic Charities clients and others to
vote, please contact Laurie Maher at laurita.maher@cctwincities.org.
Note that our need for registration volunteers is limited, so please signup now!

Mom and baby are doing
great! Marie will be back in
the office in August/
September.

Multi-Media Youth Arts Contest
The Multimedia Youth Art Contest is
a tool for schools and parishes to engage
young people in creative justice education and the efforts of the Catholic
Campaign for Human Development to
address the root causes of poverty in the
United States.
For information on the 2015 Art Contest, visit our website at
www.cctwincities.org/advocacy/CCHD-CSF or contact our office. Art
contest submissions are due February 2, 2015; if possible notify us of
your plans to participate. Questions? Contact: Angela Butel
via email (angela.butel@cctwincities.org) or 651-647-2583.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Sow for yourselves
justice,
reap the fruit of faithful
love;
Break up for yourselves
a new field, for it is
time to seek the Lord,
until the Lord comes
and rains down justice
upon you.
Hosea, 10:12

Recycled paper and
printed with soy-based ink.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Basilica Block Party
Friday July 11 & Saturday July 12, 2014
All Day
Location: On 16th Street, near the VITA.MN
Stage
State Fair—Catholic Charities
Friday August 29, 20014
All Day
Location: State Fair Grounds, Minnesota Public
Radio Booth (MPR)
Primary Election
August 12, 2014
pre-registration closes on July 22 at 5:00 p.m.
General Election
November 4, 2014
pre-registration closes on
October 14 at 5:00 p.m.
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The University of St. Thomas’ Office of
Service-Learning and Civic Engagement annually recognizes one community partner for
welcoming St. Thomas’ faculty and students to
its organization, and for collaborating with UST
to engage in meaningful civic engagement and
efforts to foster greater social responsibility.
Catholic Charities Dorothy Day Center was
nominated for the award by Meg Wilkes Karraker, PhD, Professor of Sociology at the University of St. Thomas. We are very proud that
Marty Roers from the Office for Social Justice
and Wendy Boppart from DDC were honored for
their work with St. Thomas faculty and students.

Visit our website for more detailed
information on all events.
www.cctwincities.org/advocacy

