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Like this year’s winter, the legislative
session at times seemed never-ending,
but at its conclusion we found that all
your hard work produced some great
fruit! The work of our Sowers of Justice
was very evident this session, and we’re
so grateful for all you do to advocate for
those most in need.
The Minnesota Legislature adjourned
May 20 after almost five months in session, and made some significant strides
in providing funding to programs that
are crucial for those living in poverty.
This is the first year we’ve held a
Catholic Charities' Advocacy Day
at the Capitol, and it was a great success.
Over 30 of you met with 29 legislators,
providing us with valuable insight while
letting your legislators know that their
constituents care about homeless youth
in Minnesota.
We heard from so many of you who responded to Action Alerts on state issues
of housing and homelessness, child care,
and immigration by contacting your legislators. The wins below are because of
you! Please know that we so appreciate
your advocacy.

Contact Us:
60 Plato Boulevard E
Suite 230
Saint Paul, MN 55107
651-647-2588

Below are summaries of what happened
to issues Catholic Charities Office for
Social Justice worked on this year.
HOUSING
Homeless Youth Act
The Legislature included an additional
$4 million for the Homeless Youth Act

in the budget! It's
true that this is not
the increase of $8
million that we
asked for, but the
total amount of
$4.238 million is
17.8 times the current funding for the
HYA. This money will go very far in
supporting homeless youth in Minnesota
through funding programs that provide
services, emergency shelter, transitional
housing, and permanent supportive
housing to youth ages 16-21. We will
continue to work with you to advocate
for more funding.
Other Housing and Homeless
Services
We joined the Homes for All coalition
in asking the state to invest an additional
$50 million in housing, split evenly
between infrastructure and services.
The final budget includes an increase
of $25.9 million for housing, and $7
million for services (this includes the $4
million increase for HYA), for a total
increase of $33 million toward helping
to end homelessness!
Bonding Dollars for Housing
We also advocated, with Homes for All,
for $50 million in bonding money for
affordable housing (both new construction and maintenance), and supported
the House bonding bill with that amount.
At the eleventh hour, however, the Legislature decided to pass a relatively small
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bonding bill of $156 million,
which includes funds for a
Minneapolis Veterans Home,
but no other housing dollars.
Next year is a bonding year in
Minnesota, and we will continue
to advocate for this important
investment.
HEALTH CARE
Health Care Exchange
Minnesota established a staterun health care exchange, which
is an online marketplace where
small businesses and individuals
can choose insurance. Eight
board members have been appointed to run the exchange,
called MNSure, and the board
is expected to come out with
some rules and guidelines this
summer in preparation for the
October 2013 enrollment for
plans that will be effective on
January 1, 2014.
MinnesotaCare Expansion
and Improvement
MinnesotaCare will be our
state's "basic health plan"
for people with incomes from
138-200% of federal poverty
guidelines (FPG) (between
about $15,400-$22,340 for a
single adult). The Legislature
also eliminated the $10,000
cap on hospital care and the
requirement that a person be
uninsured for four months before being eligible for MNCare.
Premium levels (currently up
to $100 per month for single
adults) were also reduced
between 10-50%, depending on
family size. Lawfully present
immigrants will also now be
eligible for the program. All of
these changes will be effective
January 1, 2014.
Medicaid Expansion
The Legislature approved
expansion of Medicaid (called
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"Medical Assistance" in
Minnesota) to 138% of federal
poverty guidelines ($15,414 for
a single adult), effective January
1, 2014. Current eligibility
standards only extend to people
living at or below 75% FPG,
which is a little over $8,300
for a single adult.
SAFETY NET PROGRAMS
Absent Days Restoration
In 2011, the Legislature reduced
the number of days a child can
be absent from child care from
25 days to 10 days before the
center loses a subsidy provided
through the Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP). A
medical exemption to this rule
was also removed. This year,
the Legislature restored both the
25 absent days and the medical
exemption, which is good news
for working families, and for all
of us who benefit when sick
children are able to stay home.
Alas, the change will not take
effect until February 1, 2014.
MFIP Family Cap Repeal
The amount of money a family
using the Minnesota Family
Investment Program (MFIP)
receives is based on the number
of family members, but in
2003 the Legislature passed
the "family cap" law, so that
if a child is born into a family
already using MFIP, the amount
of their grant does not increase
to accommodate a new family
member. This year, the Legislature repealed the family cap!
The change will take effect on
January 1, 2015.
MFIP Cash Grant Increase
The amount of money a family
using MFIP receives has not
changed since 1986. Unfortunately, this year the Legislature
(cont. page 3)

Each day,
we all face the choice
to be
Good Samaritans
or to be
indifferent travelers
passing by.
-Pope Francis
2003 homily

did not include a cost of living
adjustment (COLA) to the MFIP
grant, nor did it increase the
grant amount. We joined other
organizations in supporting both
initiatives. Still, a positive
change did occur— the MFIP
program will now include a
housing allowance to MFIP
households not receiving
housing subsidies, beginning
July 1, 2015. There were other
positive changes to MFIP as
well, as suggested by the Department of Human Services.

There are also many issues of
interest to our Sowers that we
were not able to work on this
year, simply due to capacity restraints. These issues had excellent advocates, and the outcomes
of many of these are favorable
for people living in poverty.

If a brother or sister
is ill-clad and in
lack of daily food,
and one of you says
to them,
"Go in peace, be
warmed and filled,"
without giving them
the things needed for the
body, what does it profit?
-James 2:15-16

STATE IMMIGRATION
MN Prosperity Act
(DREAM Act II)
The state version of the DREAM
Act passed the Legislature,
meaning that certain undocumented students who attended
Minnesota high schools for at
least three years and want to become citizens will be eligible for
in-state tuition and grants.
Drivers Licenses for
Undocumented Immigrants
Unfortunately, a bill to allow undocumented immigrants to earn a
drivers license did not pass the
full Legislature this year. This
bill is important for public safety
and managing day to day life in
Minnesota, and will likely be
taken up again in 2014.
OTHER
Children’s Mental Health
The Legislature increased funding for school-linked mental

health services by $7.4 million
for 2014-15, and by $9.8 million
for 2016-2017! Catholic Charities is able to provide these services at schools in the metro
area, and we recognize their importance to remove barriers so
that children are able to learn in
school. There are also other good
policy and funding changes to
children’s mental health services.
Elections
Advocates pushed for a slew
of elections reforms: introducing
early voting, changing the timeframe when ex-offenders are able
to vote in Minnesota, improving
felon notification mechanisms
and clarifying the status of
ex-offender voting rights. Ultimately, these were unsuccessful.
One positive change will take
place: Minnesotans will now be
allowed to vote absentee for any
reason (this is commonly called
―no-excuse absentee voting‖).
There will be much more to
come on this topic next session!
Minimum Wage Increase
Although both chambers passed a
minimum wage increase (the
House to $9.50 and the Senate to
$7.75), they could not agree, and
thus there will be no increase to
the minimum wage this year.

Wonderful Sowers of Justice,
the above changes could not
have happened without your
advocacy! Thank you for all
that you do.
Kathleen Tomlin
Vice President of
Social Justice Advocacy

Marie Ellis
Public Policy Manager

Ana Ashby
Public Policy Organizer
June 2013-3

Research Corner
Catholic Charities' Dorothy Day Center in St. Paul faces a prolonged and
overwhelming growth in requests for crisis assistance. This sustained demand
for help mirrors national trends indicating a very unbalanced post-recession
―recovery.‖ While many upper and upper-middle class households are back
on solid financial footings, households who were poor, or barely hanging on
to middle class status before the Great Recession are likely to be even more
financially insecure and stressed now.
The expanding gap in income security also shapes a growing chasm in housing
stability. The most recent Wilder Homelessness Survey indicates that homelessness continues to grow among lower income Minnesotans, notably among the
most vulnerable in our state, the children and the elderly.
Just as some people have been less likely to enjoy a real ―recovery‖ from
recessionary trends, the geographies where lower income households tend to
live are also less likely to demonstrate a ―return to normal.‖ Poverty rates in
the Twin Cities are at the highest levels recorded since the mid-1960’s ―War
on Poverty.‖ St. Paul, where the Dorothy Day Center is located, was particularly
hard hit by the Great Recession and has continued to show increased rates of
housing insecurity.
Vacancy rates for St. Paul rental housing are about half of what they were
before the Great Recession and the vacancy rate for affordable housing is
essentially 0%. With increased demand for the market-based rentals, monthly
rents have increased and more households are finding their housing to be
unaffordable. Renters are considered ―cost burdened‖ when gross rent as a
percentage of household income exceeds 30%.
Figure 1, below, shows that there has been significant growth in the percentage of
the rental population who cannot afford their housing across the nation, the state
and the Twin Cities. Lower income citizens of St. Paul have clearly been dramatically and adversely affected by the Great Recession.
Figure 1
Percent of Rental Households that are Cost Burdened, Pre- & Post-Great Recession

Every perspective on
economic life that is
human, moral,
and Christian
must be shaped
by three questions:
What does the
economy do for
people? What does it
do to people?
And how do people
participate in it?
-Economic Justice for All, #1

In St. Paul and across the Twin Cities metro, we need to work diligently for
greater investment in affordable housing, creating sustainable solutions to the
growing crisis of housing insecurity.
Kate Searls
Sr. Research and Policy Analyst
4-June 2013

PUBLIC POLICY
Immigration Reform
Catholic Charities of St. Paul and
Minneapolis has worked for almost 50 years to support the assimilation of various immigrant
populations in the metro region.
It is out of this experience that
we at Catholic Charities support
comprehensive immigration reform that moves people out of
the shadows and silence that
keeps them from full participation in our communities.

If the "dream" of a
peaceful world is
shared by all, if the
refugees' and migrants'
contribution is
properly evaluated,
then humanity can
become more and more
of a universal family and
our earth a true
"common home.”
- Pope John Paul II,
for the 90th World Day of
Migrants and Refugees, 2004

While the U.S. Senate's recent
immigration reform bill, the
Border Security, Economic
Opportunity and Immigration
Modernization Act, could be
improved, it is an important
bi-partisan effort to finally deal
with our broken immigration system. The Justice for Immigrants
campaign, an advocacy effort
supported by Catholic Charities
USA, proposes a list of principles
that can be used as a lens for
judging the merits of any reform
measures that are considered.
It is important, for example, that
reform measures apply to the
largest number of undocumented
people with a focus on family
reunification. Poor and low
skilled immigrants should not be
considered as "second class"
while highly skilled immigrants
are considered more worthy of
being given a roadmap to citizenship. Due process and a reasonable timeframe will be important
considerations in moving reform
along. While border security is
important, it will be nearly impossible to make sealing the border a condition for aspiring
Americans to begin the process
of moving toward citizenship.
Immigrant integration and as-

similation is a focus of Catholic
Charities work. It is about throwing out the welcome mat, assisting people in finding the things
they need so they can realize
their dreams and make a new
home in a strange land. It is
about respect, esteem and honoring the contributions they will
and do make to our culture.
The Senate bill would create an
immigration process that would
allow those who were brought to
the United States as children to
obtain lawful permanent status
after 5 years in a probationary
status. After the 5 year period
these young adults would also
be immediately eligible to apply
for citizenship.
If this legislation passes, young
aspiring Americans can come out
of the shadows and participate
more fully in work, education
and the community. Parents who
brought young children to the
U.S. will also be eligible to pay
fines, back taxes and proceed to
follow a roadmap to citizenship.
It will take 13 years for adults
to fulfill the requirements before
they can become citizens. As
people who have contributed to
our culture and have a commitment to our country, this seems
like a long time. On the other
hand, some have waited an even
longer time just to have this
chance.
Immigration reform is long
overdue; it is time for people
who have called this country
home for years to finally feel
fully welcomed and at home.
Kathleen Tomlin
Vice President of
Social Justice Advocacy
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Parishes at Work
Parishes Promoting
Just Immigration Reform
Truly, 2013 presents a window of
opportunity to create just immigration reform nationwide. Locally, it
also presents a unique opportunity
to engage our parish communities
in social justice.
Focusing on this opportunity
before us, our office, along with
the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet, and the Minnesota Catholic
Conference, hosted a Just Immigration Reform conference on
April 20th centered on how to engage the nearly 70% of Americans
who are undecided on immigration
reform. The conference and subsequent follow-up sessions focused
on providing practical tools to engage and mobilize our parishes in
our work for justice on immigration reform.
Many parishes have been using the
―Educate, Engage, Equip and Act‖
model that we introduced at the
April 20th conference and many
social justice committees have
taken it beyond anything we could
have imagined.
Educate
Social justice committees have
been creating a buzz about immigration reform in their parish
through awareness raising and
passive education techniques.
Guardian Angels (Oakdale) is
sharing parish bulletin announcements provided by OSJ to raise
awareness about immigration
issues and the teaching of the
Church.
Engage
Parish communities are primed to
understand the social and moral
issues surrounding immigration
6-June 2013

reform once that initial curiosity
about the issue is sparked. Christ
the King’s social justice committee
personally invited parishioners
after Sunday masses to attend
OSJ’s May Social Justice Meet Up
hosted at their parish. Lumen
Christi is arranging a movie and
speaker to engage their community
in deeper education on the issue.
Equip
After a parish community is
engaged on the issue, they need
the skills and opportunities to
make a difference. St. Stanislaus
provided an opportunity for parishioners to use their leadership
skills and gifts to host the June
ICOM Prayer Vigil at the Ramsey
County Detention Center.
Act
Throughout this process, we can
create specific opportunities for
our communities to act on a new
found interest or passion for immigration reform. St. Genevieve is
hosting an Immigration Sunday
weekend with a postcard campaign, and over 30 of you joined
us in visits with the Minnesota
Congressional Delegation about
immigration reform in the last
week of May.
There are very exciting things
happening across the metro area
for and with our aspiring American sisters and brothers. Check
out page 7 for further details on
how you can join us.
Marty Roers &
Elizabeth Fairbairn
Community Engagement Team

Sowers and
Catholic Charities
staff on
Congressional visits
to discuss
immigration

Resources and Events
Young Adult Engagement
As you may have heard, Catholic Charities is working to launch
a young adult program to further engage young people in our
work – at our sites, in our communities, and at the Capitol. We hope
to create a community where young adults can develop personally
and professionally while learning about poverty, and effectively
responding to it.
We would like to meet with young adults to gather their knowledge,
ideas, and energy. In the near future, our goal is to create a pilot young
adult Advisory Board to take this to the next level. If you would like
to be involved in this effort, or know someone who would, please
contact us at osj@cctwincities.org, or call our office at 651.647.2588.

You are voiceless
and somewhat
powerless to change
your situation,
because you are
too busy trying to
survive to make
the changes you
need to improve
your situation.
-Female, 40, Washington,
household of one, income
less than $8,860 (USCCB
website)

What’s New at the Office for Social Justice?
Our new office must have creativity in the air! Since last summer,
we have developed new resources and workshops we are excited to
share with you including advocacy trainings, a new model for parish
organizing, and a workshop on infusing social justice in your community. We have also provided workshops on specific issues, such as
youth homelessness, and created resources that make advocacy a breeze.
While you enjoy the brief Minnesota summer, we hope that you keep us
in mind as you plan for the next year of social justice work. Contact our
office to:
learn more about a specific issue ♦ advocate for justice
engage your community ♦ develop a strategic plan and/or vision
integrate Catholic social teaching into your work
Creating a Roadmap to Citizenship
There is real momentum for immigration reform, but we must actively
work for change if we wish to see it in the world. Our office has pulled
together an ACTION TOOLKIT to make mobilizing your community
easier. The toolkit includes premade bulletin announcements, posters,
speakers, strategic planning tools, and links to educational articles and
Church documents. Find it at: www.cctwincities.org/ImmigrationIssues.
In order to support and persuade our members of Congress to make immigration reform a reality, we encourage everyone to schedule meetings
with your legislators. In July, we will host an Advocacy 101 to
prepare for group congressional meetings. We will discuss the agenda
and key roles for a group visit, and practice to make sure everyone is
comfortable and ready to ask their legislators to make a difference.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Sow for yourselves
justice,
reap the fruit of faithful
love;
Break up for yourselves
a new field, for it is
time to seek the Lord,
until the Lord comes
and rains down justice
upon you.
Hosea, 10:12

Recycled paper and
printed with soy-based ink.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Homes for All Celebration
Tuesday, June 11, 2013
4:00-6:00 p.m
Brief program at 5:00 p.m..
Location: Amsterdam, 6 West 6th St. St. Paul
Lives for Sale—Documentary
Hosted by Catholic Charities Human
Trafficking Task Force
Wednesday, June 12, 2013
1:00 p.m.
Location: Catholic Charities Seton Office at
1276 University Ave W. St. Paul.
Call 651-647-3128 to reserve your spot!
Advocacy 101
Thursday, July 18, 2013
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Location: Lumen Christi
2055 Bohland Ave. St Paul
RSVP to osj@cctwincities.org
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Visit our website for more detailed
information on all events.
www.cctwincities.org/advocacy

