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HAFA - Caring for our Common Home
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Pope Francis’ latest encyclical, 
Laudato Si’ or “Praise Be,” has 
attracted a lot of attention and 
has become an opportunity 
for social justice committees 
and also our parishes to 
“enter into dialogue with 
ALL people about our 
common home.” The Pope’s 
letter invites us all into the 
conversation not merely 
about the environment, but 
also on poverty, economics 
and capitalism, dignity of the 
human person, solidarity, 
trafficking, option for 
the poor, our life-styles, 
spirituality, the common 
good, and action. The 
encyclical is filled with food 
for thought and reflection.  

The encyclical is an invitation 
to enter into conversation, 
and to personally “discover 
what each of us can do” as 
an essential part of our faith. 
So what is the encyclical’s 
practical application in our 
daily life and the life of our 
parishes?  The application, 
in the words of the pope, 
is “complex,” for it involves 
personal awareness, 
examination of our lifestyle, 
life- changing new habits, 
and “little everyday gestures” 
along with larger social 
approaches and strategies 

which “permeates all of 
society.” (LS#231)  

YOU – the Sowers of Justice 
– together with Office for 
Social Justice and our other 
community partners are all 
a part of this conversation 
and process of discovering 
what to do in a manner that 
permeates our parishes and 
broader communities. Sowers 
like you are seeking ways 

to engage the conversation, 
to actually encounter those 
most vulnerable members of 
our community of whom the 
pope speaks, and to act.  

One of our local CCHD-
funded organizations, the 
Hmong American Farmers 
Association (HAFA), is a 
great example of the local 
intersection of the complex 

social, environmental, 
and economic justice 
expressed in Laudato Si’. 
Low-income farmers at the 
HAFA cooperative farm 
are modeling caring for our 
common home in the south 
metro.  They are discovering 
how to reduce the need 
for harmful chemicals and 
pesticides through spacing 
techniques and companion 
planting. They empower 
farmers to care for our 
common home by honoring 
their traditional farming 
wisdom and skills through 
intergenerational farming. 
They have transformed 
unjust economic practices of 
exorbitant rents or landlord 
crop seizing. A multi-year 
land lease 
encourages HAFA members 
to use cover crops, farm the 
contours of the land, invest 
in perennial crops and use 
other longer-term sustainable 
practices.

Parishes are getting on board 
as well. Recently, members 
of St. Vincent de Paul and 
the Basilica Young Adults 
encountered HAFA members 
at their farm to better 
understand their neighbors 
and reflect on the powerful  
call in the Pope’s latest
      (continued page 2) 
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HAFA continued
encyclical. Pakou Hang, HAFA director, shared with them, 
“Climate change affects the most vulnerable among us, and in 
the agricultural industry that’s the smaller, vegetable farmers 
who have the least safety nets…In addition to economic 
justice, HAFA works to illuminate environmental injustices so 
that we can all live peacefully in the beloved community.”

Contact OSJ to get involved in encounters in the spirit of the 
encyclical, to learn more about CCHD-funded groups, or to 
discover what more you can do in promoting justice. ◆

Walking in the Shoes 
of Youth Experiencing 

Homelessness
It’s difficult to comprehend that on any given night more than 
4,000 youth experience homelessness in Minnesota (Wilder 
2012 estimates). A little over 100 shelter beds for these youth 
exist in our state (with 28 beds at Catholic Charities’ Hope Street 
shelter). The unmet need is great. 

As striking as these statistics are, they don’t give the full 
picture of what daily life is like for a youth who experiences 
homelessness. A new interactive tool developed by OSJ, 
“Exploring Youth Homelessness,” places participants in the 
shoes of a young person who loses their home. The “Choose-
Your-Own” activity has been 
remarkably impactful with 
groups of all ages as part of 
trainings, discussions on 
poverty or homelessness, 
retreats, or service experiences.  

One participant shared that 
the activity was “eye-opening 
to how society isn’t built to 
accommodate youth who 
have no resources or support.” 
Another participant exclaimed, 
“The realism was extremely 
effective. I felt lost and challenged. You can feel the emotions as 
opposed to simply reading about them.” Experiencing youth’s 
stories in this activity’s personal way enhances “compassion for 
these youth,” in the words of another participant.  “These youth 
need help!” 

Activity participants at area Catholic schools, with increased 
awareness and sensitivity from the interactive experience, have 
become more emboldened to write advocacy letters on this issue 
– they sent them to legislators by the hundreds. This advocacy 
contributed to important changes in the 2015 legislative session, 
in which lawmakers added $2 million per biennium to fund the 
Homeless Youth Act, providing services for vulnerable youth.

This activity can also be paired with other great resources. Staff 
from Catholic Charities’ youth shelter have participated in 
several workshops, sharing their experiences assisting youth 
who arrive at Hope Street through many of the scenarios 
presented in the activity.                     (continued page 3)

Opportunities for 
Immersion

St. Vincent de Paul in Brooklyn Park sponsors, 
“St. Vincent’s Hits the Road,” a series of opportunities 
to immerse oneself in our local community. Focused 
on an Office for Social Justice partner or CCHD-
funded organization each month, these “immersion 
experiences” are times to encounter people doing 
the on-the-ground work of social justice, hear and 
share stories, and learn more about the community 
in a transformative way.

Upcoming dates are below; contact Angela at 
angela.butel@cctwincities.org for more information.

August 22: 
Alexandra House in Blaine, MN

September 22: 
Elpis Enterprises in St. Paul, MN

October 24: 
La Asamblea de Derechos Civiles in Minneapolis, MN

mailto:angela.butel%40cctwincities.org?subject=


HOMELESS YOUTH continued 
One of Office for Social Justice’s community partners and 
CCHD-funded groups, Elpis Enterprises, also offers personal 
perspectives of youth who have experienced homelessness. 
Elpis supports these youth in our community with 
woodworking or screenprinting jobs, intensive mentoring, 
and leadership development. These youth gain leadership 
experience by facilitating community workshops where they 
share their stories and even lead younger participants in 
hands-on birdhouse-building! 

Several area parishes, including St. Patrick’s in Inver Grove 
Heights and Corpus Christi in Roseville, have invited Elpis to 
their communities to shed more light on the stories of youth 
who have experienced homelessness.

The OSJ “Exploring Youth Homelessness” activity is available 
for parishes, justice committees, and other community 
groups to help raise awareness through interactive Catholic 
social teaching education. Reach out to OSJ for your Fall 
social justice efforts! ◆

In the final weeks of this 
year’s regular legislative 
session, the charioteer figure 
who guides the golden 
horses on the State Capitol 
building’s Quadriga statue 
was returned to his home. 
The statue, called “Progress 
of the State,” is an apt symbol 
for the advocacy at work in 
the building beneath it. The 
reinstating of the horses’ 
leader, named “Prosperity,” 
echoes our vision for the 
future of our state: progress 
led by opportunity for 
every Minnesotan.  In 
our work to ensure that 
Progress of the State reflects 
what’s happening beneath 
the statue, we continue to 
advocate for all our brothers 
and sisters in poverty to have 
access to opportunity. 

We know that every success 
in life begins with a safe, 
stable home and we are 
pleased to report that 
housing and homelessness 
programs will see significant 
increases in investments 
this year. A $2 million 
increase was secured for the 
Homeless Youth Act and a 
$2.5 million increase was 
enacted for Bridges, rental 
assistance for people such 
as George (see our client 
story in this edition) who 
are dealing with serious 
mental illness. All told, this 
year your advocacy secured 
a $15.5 million boost for 
housing and homeless 
services!

The legislature also enacted 
$10 million in bond 

financing to construct 
and rehabilitate affordable 
housing around the state.  
And with the strong bi-
partisan support that 
we were able to secure 
this session, we are well-
positioned to advance our 
request for bond financing 
for the Connection Center, 
Phase II of the New Vision 
for the Dorothy Day Center, 
in the next legislative session.

The opportunity and 
prosperity for which we 
advocate together also 
requires that we both 
advance children’s education 
and promote adult workforce 
development. To that end, we 
were successful in increasing 
the state investment to the 
Basic Sliding Fee program 
(part of the Child Care 
Assistance Program) by more 
than $10 million dollars, 
which will allow more young 
children in low-income 
families to access care, while 
creating opportunities for 
more parents to work. 

We are also pleased to 
report that the legislature 
significantly increased 

investments in early learning 
scholarships, adding $48 
million in new funding 
targeted at low income 
families, as well as in Head 
Start, School Readiness, the 
Northside Achievement 
Zone and the Saint Paul 
Promise Neighborhood.  
We are confident that 
these dollars will have a 
large impact on closing 
the achievement gap that 
now exists for our youngest 
clients.

Together, we made some 
important strides toward 
reaching the ideal set forth 
by our Capitol’s statue: 
more Minnesotans will 
access housing, child 
care, and mental health 
services in coming years. 
But, as always, we continue 
to advocate together for 
more opportunities; for 
a community in which 
transportation, health care 
coverage, dignified housing 
options, and adequate 
income are accessible to all.  ◆

Progress of the State
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George and Roxy patiently waiting for a home
Each night—no matter the 
season—George and Roxy 
seek refuge beneath a St. 
Paul bridge.

“It gets a little windy down 
there, but we’re okay,” 
George said.

Roxy is George’s constant 
companion, his protector 
and his psychiatric service 
dog. They stay together in 
the heart of the city, near a 
park and close to Catholic 
Charities’ Dorothy Day 
Center.

The chaos and crowds of 
Dorothy Day Center don’t 
provide the peace George 
seeks each night. He said 
sleeping outside with Roxy 
is his best option, for now.

“I’m bipolar and manic de-
pressive. I have seizures; she 
helps me with that. Roxy is 
my shrink, my psychiatrist, 
my best friend,” he said.
Dorothy Day guests and 

staff have become fans of 
Roxy. She’s often seen relax-
ing in the courtyard with 
her bowl of water. Her mere 
presence seems to make 
people smile.

George and Roxy go to 

Dorothy Day Center with 
two things in mind: hunger 
and hope.

His hunger is appeased by 
the meals he eats there, and 
George gets hope when 
working with the Housing 
First staff there that one day, 
hopefully one day soon, he 
and Roxy will be able to 
find a home of their own.

Ethan Williams works with 
Catholic Charities’ Hous-
ing First program. He is 
working to find a home for 
George and Roxy.

“George is a perfect ex-
ample of those rare cases 
where a person may have 

become homeless years 
ago for substantial mental 
health or chemical health 
disorders, but have since, 
for the most part, resolved 
them and are awaiting their 
break out of homelessness,” 
Williams said.

Catholic Charities’ Hous-
ing First program works to 
support people who have 
experienced homelessness 
to gain permanent housing. 
Housing First is a national 
model that delivers services 
in a more dignified and 
compassionate way by pro-
viding people who are expe-
riencing homelessness with 
the stability of housing.

By forging strong relation-
ships with Twin Cities’ 
landlords, Housing First 
provides people like George 
a chance to get into a home 
when they wouldn’t be able 
to do it on their own with-
out positive rental or credit 
history.

Housing First not only 
helps people like George 
find a place to live, but pro-
vides follow up services and 
rent subsidies as they work 
to maintain self-sufficiency.

“I’m confident George will 
be able to build a positive 
rental history once the 
Housing First team finds 
the right place for him and 
Roxy,” Williams said. “He’s 
really a great guy and I’m 

excited to see him in an 
apartment one day.”

While the winds may howl 
under that bridge, George is 
patient and thankful he has 
help finding a home.

“I’ve been homeless on 
and off for about 10 years. 
Hopefully we will have a 
place soon,” George said. ◆

Welcome 
Michelle to 

OSJ!

This summer, Michelle 
Hansmann is interning 
part-time at OSJ in 
addition to doing some 
work with clients at our 
Dorothy Day Center. 
Michelle is a rising 
senior at the College of 
St. Benedict, where she 
is majoring in sociology. 
At OSJ, she is helping 
with Catholic social 
teaching projects, 
research on potential 
CCHD applicants, 
and some outreach 
in preparation for the 
coming year. Welcome, 
Michelle!
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Recent media coverage has pointed to the rapid growth of 
poverty in the suburbs of Minneapolis and St. Paul. In an 
analysis by the Brookings Institution, the poverty levels from 
2000-2012 in the 16-county metro grew 104% in suburban 
areas. More recent analysis shows this stark contrast:

For the first time in the Twin Cities region’s modern history, 
by the end of the 2000s there were numerically more 
suburban residents living in poverty than there were in the 
combined central cities, although poverty rates continue to 
be higher in metro areas.

Following the theme of higher numbers in the suburbs, over 
the last decade and a half suburban Hennepin County and 
Dakota County have had the largest numerical increase of 
poor residents, dwarfing increases in the cities of St. Paul 
and Minneapolis. 
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Most recently, a Metropolitan Council report said that 
385,000 people in poverty live in the suburbs, compared to 
259,000 in the metropolitan core. Some of this growth can 
be attributed to the growth in “Racially Concentrated Areas 
of Poverty,” (“RCAPs”), defined by the Metropolitan Council 
as census tracts where 50% or more of the residents are 
people of color and 40% or more of the residents have family 
incomes that are less than 185% of the federal poverty 
threshold. Between 1999 and 2010, the region’s RCAPs had 
expanded to cover far more extensive portions of the urban 
core and had extended to several inner-ring suburbs.

Unfortunately, service infrastructure has not kept pace with 
this growth. Emergency shelter, affordable housing, and 
support services continue to be more readily available in the 
metropolitan core than in suburbs. This means that the cities 
of St. Paul and Minneapolis carry much of the burden of 
providing services for low-income individuals who are able 
to travel. Those who do not have access to transportation are 
forced to go without services or relocate permanently.

Along with many advocates in the region, Catholic Charities 
continues to work toward solutions that help to address 
suburban poverty, including transit investments that link 
suburban Minnesotans to affordable housing and well-
paying jobs .

For more information on this and other trends concerning 
poverty and homelessness, please give us a call. ◆

Suburbs: the new face of poverty

Source: Brookings analysis of U.S. Census Bureau data

Source: Brookings analysis of U.S. Census Bureau data

Source: Brookings analysis of U.S. Census Bureau data



Sow for yourselves
justice,
reap the fruit of faithful
love;
Break up for yourselves a 
new field, for it is time to 
seek the Lord,
until the Lord comes and 
rains down just ice upon you.

Hosea, 10:12
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New Catholic Social 
Teaching Resources online

With all the recent attention around the new papal 
encyclical and the buzz surrounding Pope Francis’ 
September visit to the United States, there has been 
increasing opportunity for deeper conversations about 
Catholic social teaching.

The Office for Social Justice has updated our helpful 
Catholic Social Teaching Notable Quote resource sheets 
online.  These pages are handy tools for your parish to 
educate about the ten core themes of Catholic social 
teaching along with detailed notable quote resources 
on a broad variety of social justice issues.

Check out our latest handouts arranged by subject 
areas, at www.cctwincities.org/
CatholicSocialTeachingNotableQuotes or contact our 
office to arrange a parish workshop on Catholic social 
teaching.
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

September 13: 
Hmong American Farmers Association (HAFA) 

Open House  
20385 Coates Boulevard, Hastings, MN

September 22-27: 
Pope Francis’ Visit to the U.S.

October 6: 
Human Trafficking Panel at Lumen Christi Parish

Fall Forum Speaker Series at St. Patrick’s, Edina:
October 22: 

Aging and Elder Issues
October 29: 

Oasis of Peace Amidst Gun Violence

Office for Social Justice
Catholic Charities
60 Plato Boulevard East
#230
Saint Paul, MN 55107

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

http://www.cctwincities.org/CatholicSocialTeachingNotableQuotes
http://www.cctwincities.org/CatholicSocialTeachingNotableQuotes

