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The New Year will bring us new opportunities, as well as new challenges,
at the Legislature. With the change to
Republican majority control and a shift
to a rural balance of power in the
House of Representatives, we will be
saying goodbye to some of our old
friends and hello to new ones.
The influx of new and veteran Representatives into the Capitol happens in
the midst of extensive renovation of the
Capitol building. This presents some
logistical challenges to legislators,
community members, and lobbyists
alike, as the Rotunda is closed, Senators are doubled up in office space and
senate staff is scattered across the Capitol Complex, certain hearing rooms and
parking lots are unavailable, and many
public restrooms are closed. We have
ideas (more coming soon) about virtual
visits and other ways to speak with
your legislators without dealing with
the renovation!
The challenges of accessing the Capitol
will not deter our advocacy this session, and simply mean that we must all
find creative ways to stay in contact
with our legislators. We are still finalizing our official policy and advocacy
agenda for 2015, but we have compiled
quite a list of priorities for our advocacy work this year! We hope this list,
which is just a sampling of the issues
we will likely work on, resonates with
your hopes for our state. We look forward to working together to accomplish some great things for Minnesota.

Increase Access to Housing Stability
After last year’s historic investment of
$100 million in bonding money for
housing, the goal of housing stability
for everyone is gaining momentum and
is still not done. We plan to work as a
part of the Homes for All coalition to
increase funding for housing and
homelessness programs statewide.
Catholic social teaching is clear that
every person has a fundamental right to
life and a right to those things required
for human decency, including shelter.
One way we can recognize the inherent
dignity of every person is by ensuring
people have safe, stable, affordable
housing. We plan to advocate for state
programs that help to prevent and end
homelessness, including the Family
Homeless Prevention Assistance Program, the Homeless Youth Act, and the
Housing Trust Fund.
The new vision for the Dorothy Day
Center is critical to preventing and ending homelessness through increasing
access to housing stability for the many
people experiencing poverty and homelessness. Building on last year’s success of securing funding for Phase 1 of
the new vision, Higher Ground Saint
Paul, we expect to advocate for funding
for Phase II (a Connection Center), to
be located within close proximity to
Higher Ground. The Connection Center
will operate as an integrated one-stop
service delivery system that connects
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people at risk of becoming
homeless, as well as those
working to move up and out of
homelessness, to self sufficiency
services.
We will likely continue to add
our voices to work being done
on improvements to Group
Residential Housing to offer
more options to those who face
significant barriers to housing
stability.
Provide Opportunities
to End the Cycles of
Intergenerational Poverty
One major challenge facing our
community is intergenerational
poverty, which ingrains the
structural inequalities that keep
people who grow up poor
trapped in economic instability.
Catholic Charities works with
these families through many of
our programs, from our work
with children from low-income
families at the Northside Child
Development Center, to our
work with single adults, many
of whom grew up in poverty,
at Higher Ground.
One critical lever in addressing
intergenerational poverty is the
Minnesota Family Investment
Program (MFIP), a program for
which most families in poverty
qualify. MFIP, our state version
of the federal Temporary Assistance for Needy Families program, was initially designed as
a safety net program that would
help families exit poverty by
supporting parents seeking employment. Cuts since the program’s implementation have
made it harder for families to
transition off of MFIP and into
stability. When families are on
the program, they receive a very
small amount of cash assistance
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from the state in return for
extensive documentation of
job search and training.
Except for a modest increase
in funds in 2013 for families
who do not receive any type of
housing subsidy, the amount of
the cash grant has not changed
since the program’s inception
in 1986. In today’s dollars, that
means that the buying power
of the current grant has been
effectively cut in half since
1986.
The current amount of cash
assistance for a family of three
in subsidized housing is $532.
Out of this nominal amount,
families must pay for necessities
such as diapers, laundry, school
supplies, utilities, clothes and
transportation.
This year, we hope to work with
you to advocate for an increase
in the amount of the MFIP cash
grant to help people pull themselves out of poverty, building
capacity to become selfsupporting.
Expand Pathways to Success
Increased investments in early
childhood education are a necessary component to expanding
pathways to success. Centers
such as Catholic Charities’
Northside Child Development
Center (NCDC) deliver so much
more than simply child care,
providing enhanced parent support and education services.
Unfortunately, waiting lists
for early childhood education
funding, like the Child Care
Assistance Program (CCAP),
are extremely long in many
counties. The current waiting
(cont. page 3)

The prime purpose of this
special commitment to the
poor is to enable them to
become active participants in the life of society.
It is to enable all persons
to share in and contribute
to the common good. The
‘option for the poor,’
therefore, is not an adversarial slogan that pits one
group or class against another. Rather it states that
the deprivation and powerlessness of the poor
wounds the whole community. The extent of their
suffering is a measure of
how far we are from being
a true community of persons. These wounds will
be healed only by greater
solidarity with the poor
and among the poor
themselves.
-Economic Justice for All
(1986, #88)

2015
Policy Briefings
Dates/Locations:
Monday, JANUARY 12
Catholic Charities
Higher Ground
1:00 - 2:30 pm
2:45 pm Optional Tour
_____________________
Tuesday, JANUARY 13
Christ the King
Minneapolis
7:00 - 8:30 pm

____________________
Thursday, JANUARY 15
Presentation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
Maplewood
7:00 - 8:30 pm

More information at:

www.cctwincities.org/
policybriefings

list for low-wage working
families in Hennepin County
is 2-3 years. When families
cannot access appropriate child
care, we lose capacity in our
current workforce, as well as
the opportunity to ensure that all
children can achieve confidence
and progress with their peers.

At the Federal Level

Of course, to access child care,
job search and meet other basic
needs, transportation options
are critical. Catholic Charities
will continue to be members of
MoveMN which secures a stable, dedicated funding source
for roads, bridges, transit, and
bike/pedestrian infrastructure.
We believe these investments
will create access to jobs, and
improve our region’s economic
vitality, while helping more
people get to work, to child
care, to the grocery store, to
family and friends, and, more
broadly, to opportunity.

Fun Facts

Promote Confidence and
Participation in Government
Because of your advocacy,
you know how important
government can be in addressing the issues that face those
most in need. To that end, we
hope to support governmental
effectiveness and access through
a few key measures.
We plan to again approach
legislators to ask them to restore
voting rights for ex-offenders
upon their re-entry into the
community from jail or prison.
The current laws surrounding
voting eligibility are confusing
and cumbersome, and do not
treat individuals re-entering the
community as human beings,
with critical voices that should
be heard at all levels of government.

We intend to continue to
advocate at the federal level
for comprehensive immigration
reform that acknowledges
the dignity of the human person, the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program, and housing stability for all.

Connections abound at the
Capitol. Here are a few fun
ones!
Rep. Tara Mack (Apple Valley),
who will chair the Health and
Human Services Reform Committee, once served as an intern
for former House Speaker Steve
Sviggum.
Current Senator Tony Lourey’s
mother, Becky Lourey, also
served as a legislator – first in
the House from 1991-1996,
then in the Senate from 19972006. The only other Senator
whose mother also served
was Fritz Knaak, Senator from
1983-1992, whose mother
Delores Knaak served from
1977-1980.
We look forward to sharing
our official policy agenda with
you when it is complete, and
to advocating with you at the
Capitol (perhaps virtually) for
these important initiatives.
Come to one of our Policy
Briefings in January for more
information and
discussion!
Marie Ellis
Public Policy Manager
Ana Ashby
Public Policy Organizer
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From the Research Desk
Addressing Racially Concentrated Areas of Poverty
In order for our region to achieve its maximum level of opportunity and
sustainable growth, one critical issue we must address is the concentration
of poverty in the Greater MSP area.
In 2013, the Metropolitan Council conducted a study focused on poverty,
racial disproportionality, and racial segregation across the seven-county
metro area. Their initial premise was that: “Racial and ethnic segregation
matters particularly by influencing people’s access to opportunities, such
as good jobs, good schools, and safe and clean neighborhoods. Where you
live shapes your ability to access opportunities.”
The Met Council researchers identified trends in the size and location of
census tracts where:
at least 40% of the people were living at or below 185% of the
Federal Poverty Threshold (currently, an income equal to or less than
$43,704 for a four-person family with two parents) and,
 at least 50% of the tract’s residents were people of color.


The Metropolitan Council referred to these areas as “Racially
Concentrated Areas of Poverty” or “RCAPs.”
During the twenty years between 1990 and 2010, our region’s RCAPs had
expanded to cover far more extensive portions of the urban core and had
extended to several inner-ring suburbs.
According to Minnesota Compass’ Neighborhood Profiles, in 2010, the
Greater East Side neighborhood in St. Paul, which is one neighborhood
that qualifies as an RCAP, had these characteristics:



almost 60% of residents are people of color and,
more than one in four (26 percent) Greater East Side residents lives
on an income below the Federal Poverty Threshold.

Median household income for the Greater East Side neighborhood was
$44,037. “Median income” means that half the households in this region
lived on less than that amount. In contrast, the median household income
for Greater MSP for the same data period was $66,751.
Concentrated poverty is a problem that vastly reduces opportunity.
Job training, economic development, transit, and affordable housing policies need to work in concert to provide opportunity and pathways out of
poverty. In the coming legislative session, we hope to expand affordable
transit and housing opportunities that will result in more diverse mixedincome communities that open up possibilities to those struggling to find
work and economic stability.
Kate Searls
Sr. Research and Policy Analyst
1Compass’s
i“

Neighborhood Profiles rely on five-year ACS estimates, 2008-2012, and therefore most closely reflect conditions in 2010.
Fair Housing and Equity Assessment Presentation to the Twin Cities Research Group, September 11, 2013. Presented by Baris Gumas-Dawes (Met Council) and Tom Luce (Institute on
Metropolitan Opportunity).
ii
“Fair Housing and Equity Assessment: June 2013 DRAFT Metropolitan Council, St. Paul Minnesota, page 1. Draft provided by Baris Gumas-Dawes (Met Council).
iii
Minnesota Compass, St. Paul Neighborhoods Profile, “Greater East Side”, released September 2014, based on 2008-2012 (5 yr) ACS estimates. See http://www.mncompass.org/
profiles/neighborhoods/st-paul/greater-east-side
iiii
Minnesota Compass, St. Paul Neighborhoods Profile, “Greater East Side”, released September 2014, based on 2008-2012 (5 yr) ACS estimates. See http://www.mncompass.org/
profiles/neighborhoods/st-paul/greater-east-side
vU.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2008-2012 5 year estimates. Form S1903. See http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml
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Don’t let complexity
stop you. Be activists.
Take on the big inequities. It will be one of
the great experiences
of your lives.
- Bill Gates

Sowers Survey Results
Throughout the fall, we asked Sowers of Justice to give us feedback
about the types of information, events, and resources we have for
those interested in getting involved in advocacy. Almost 100 of you
shared your input through our survey!
Respondents showed clear dedication to social justice and to regular
advocacy activities. Here are some highlights of what we learned:

Because of YOU, we made our
match!
Thank you to all of the generous
donors who helped us meet our
$100,000 match on Give to the
Max Day! Including the match,
we raised in total over $250,000
to help those most in need at the
Dorothy Day Center.
Sowers played an important part
in that success raising $10,995
and helping Catholic Charities
finish #9 on the GiveMN leader
board.
If you want to learn more about
Give to the Max Day, please
contact us at 612-204-8374 or
giving.info@cctwincities.org.



Eighty percent of respondents ranked “getting information on
current social justice issues” as the most important thing they
gain from Sowers membership.



The most important factor in your decision to attend an Office
for Social Justice event is the topic, but this is closely followed
by the location and time of day of the event.



As we suspected, Sowers have a broad range of interests in topics related to those living in poverty. Housing/homelessness and
immigration reform topped the list. Several of you also mentioned other important issues, from human trafficking to environmental justice to voting rights.



Another common theme was the need for further clergy support
on poverty issues. One of you wrote, “When you have pastors
engaged and preaching on a consistent basis on social issues,
people in the pews will listen, and some will follow.”



Respondents greatly appreciate the information that OSJ sends
out to Sowers, from action alerts to issue-related education to
invitations to social justice events.



About half of respondents are interested in getting legislative
updates this session by phone or video; several people suggested that we try using webinars. This will be especially important in the next couple years, as construction at the Capitol
could make access to the building difficult.



Over 70 percent of you financially support OSJ through paying
member dues or donating. More than half contribute to the
Catholic Campaign for Human Development, and almost two
thirds have donated to Catholic Charities’ direct service programs.

Thank you to those of you who were able to complete the survey. We
appreciate your input, and are always interested in how we can best
connect with you. If you have additional thoughts on how the Office
for Social Justice can support your advocacy efforts, please give us a
call at 651.647.2588, or send us an email at osj@cctwincities.org.
Our Sowers continue to inspire us with your dedication and involvement, and we look forward to continuing to learn from and with you
in the future!
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PARISHES AT WORK
Making Justice Personal
A recent OSJ Meet Up discussed a
key challenge to creating lasting
change: discovering how to make
social justice personal, to show that
a just society is better for us all.
Local parishes have indeed been
making justice personal.
Seeing it Up Close
Parishioners from St. FrancisCabrini and Guardian Angels
wanted to more deeply understand
the solutions to poverty locally.
After being actively involved in
advocacy efforts last year for the
Dorothy Day ReVision, they
wanted to see first-hand the positive change taking place at Higher
Ground. A Higher Ground tour
sparked numerous questions, insights, and inspiration for further
service and advocacy for our
neighbors experiencing homelessness.
Building Community
The Peace and Justice group at St.
Stephen’s, Anoka, recently came
together for a full-day retreat. They
delved into scripture, shared their
personal journeys, broke bread together, and used a variety of other
reflection resources as a guide for
justice. They fostered community
by learning more about their personal gifts and collective goals.
Building a caring and connected
community is key to making justice
personal and creating a just society.
Fostering Compassion
A common approach to fostering
compassion, or any other positive
value, is to begin with the youth.
However, this goes both ways youth, with their idealism and zeal
for learning, can inspire their elders
to greater openness as well. Several
parishes have recently hosted intergenerational events focusing on
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Catholic social teaching and social
justice, fostering compassion by
bringing people together. A panel
on human trafficking with confirmation students and their parents at
St. Timothy’s, Blaine; a series of
workshops on Catholic social
teaching with parents and children
in the faith formation program at
St. Patrick’s, Inver Grove Heights;
a two-part series, one with adults
and one with youth, on Pope Francis and Loving our Neighbor at St.
Bridget of Sweden, Lindstrom – all
of these programs make justice personal by giving different age
groups a shared experience that can
help people come together to help
those most in need.
Putting our Gifts into Action
In addition to these parish experiences, University of St. Thomas
undergraduates were deeply impacted this semester by serving
people experiencing homelessness
at the Dorothy Day Center. These
students got their fingers dirty in
direct service, their hearts opened
by personal relationships with DDC
guests, and their minds challenged
by in-class presentations and reflections. They wanted to do more, to
be a part of “doing justice.” Their
experiences inspired them beyond
their initial service: to host a holiday music benefit concert, to create
a new “Food Recovery Network”
club, and to seek out additional opportunities to volunteer and advocate in making a difference in our
community.
It’s inspiring to see these and numerous other acts of making justice
personal, for a just society is truly
better for us all!
Angela Butel and Marty Roers
Community Engagement Team

Happiness is when
what you think, what
you say, and what you
do are in harmony.
– Gandhi

Resources and Events
Multi-Media Youth Arts Contest

What Happened to Karl?

Last year, and for many
years prior, Karl slept most
nights on a mat at Catholic
Charities’ Dorothy Day
Center.
His dream—the dream
which would bring tears to
his eyes when he would
speak it out loud—was to
have a place of his own and
to sleep on a bed.

You made that dream
come true. Thank you!
Earlier this fall, Karl
moved into a one bedroom
apartment in downtown
St. Paul. Through Catholic
Charities’ Housing First
program, Karl is off the
shelter mats and in his own
bed.
To learn more visit:
www.cctwincities.org/
karlathome

The Multimedia Youth Art Contest is
a tool for schools and parishes to engage
young people in creative justice education and the efforts of the Catholic
Campaign for Human Development to
address the root causes of poverty in the
United States.
For information on the 2015 Art Contest, visit our website at www.cctwincities.org/advocacy/CCHD-CSF or
contact our office. Art contest submissions are due February 2, 2015; if
possible notify us of your plans to participate. Questions? Contact: Angela Butel via email (angela.butel@cctwincities.org) or 651-647-2583.
Tours of Higher Ground
During our advocacy for the new vision for the Dorothy Day Center,
we’ve often referenced Higher Ground, a facility in Minneapolis that offers a continuum of housing options, from emergency shelter through
permanent studio apartments. Tours of Higher Ground, located right next
to the Minneapolis Farmers’ Market, are free of charge and open to the
public.
To schedule a tour, please contact our office at 651-647-2585 or email
Ana Ashby at Ana.Ashby@cctwincities.org.
Please note: Our first Policy Briefing, scheduled for January 12 from
1-2:30 p.m., is located at Higher Ground. Tours will be available at
the conclusion of the briefing. Learn more about our Policy Briefings
on Page 3.
Catholic Social Teaching Quotes Updated!
We are proud to offer a wealth of Catholic social teaching resources on
our website. Over the past six months, we’ve been working on updating
our “Notable Quotes” page, which offers Catholic social teaching quotes
by topic. Many of our updated resources are now available online, and
they now include quotes all the way through Pope Francis’ Evangeli
Gaudiium (“Joy of the Gospel”), which was released last year.
Our updated format also includes a long and short version for each
topic. The short version includes just one page, front and back, of
quotes, and the long version includes all relevant quotes from Popes and
U.S. Bishops since Rerum Novarum, the first CST document that was
published in 1891.
Please visit www.cctwincities.org/CatholicSocialTeaching, to learn
more.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Sow for yourselves
justice,
reap the fruit of faithful
love;
Break up for yourselves
a new field, for it is
time to seek the Lord,
until the Lord comes
and rains down justice
upon you.
Hosea, 10:12

Recycled paper and
printed with soy-based ink.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Poverty Awareness Month
January 2015

Policy Briefings:
Monday, January 12, 2015
1:00pm-2:30pm
2:45pm Optional Tour
Higher Ground—Minneapolis

Immigration Sunday
Sunday, January 4, 2015
All Day
Visit www.mncc.org to learn more Tuesday, January 13, 2015
7:00pm-8:30pm
Christ the King—Minneapolis
Start of Legislative Session
January 6, 2015
Thursday, January 15, 2015
7:00pm-8:30pm
Social Justice Meet Up
Thursday, January 8, 2015
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin
7:00pm-8:30pm
Mary—Maplewood
Guardian Angels - Oakdale
Journey to Justice
Saturday, January 24, 2015
Advocacy 101
Thursday, January 8, 2015
8:00 am-2:30pm
6:30pm-8:00pm
Pax Christi—Eden Prairie
St. Francis Cabrini-Minneapolis
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Social Justice Meet Up
Thursday, February 15 2015
7:00pm-8:30pm
St. Timothy - Blaine
Social Justice Meet Up
Thursday, March 9, 2015
7:00pm-8:30pm
St. Joan of Arc– Minneapolis
JRLC’s Day on the Hill
Tuesday, March 10, 2015
All Day
Location: RiverCentre & State
Capitol
Visit our website for more
detailed information on all events.
www.cctwincities.org/advocacy
Reminder: Our weather line
number is 651-647-2591.

