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The number thirteen is often thought  

to be unlucky, but we have high expecta-

tions for 2013 as a year that Sowers 

members of Catholic Charities Advocacy 

Network will again advocate in defense 

of those living in poverty and in promo-

tion of a growing economy. Together we 

can make a difference on any number of 

issues. 
 

Why does Catholic Charities take  

a leadership role on some issues and 

not on others? After deliberation  

on the myriad issues related to our  

customer groups (Children in Poverty,   

Aging Seniors,  Homeless Individuals 

and Families, Refugees and Immigrants, 

and the Community) that we could 

choose for our advocacy efforts, Catholic 

Charities makes a decision to lead, sup-

port, or endorse an issue or policy based 

on the following criteria: 
 

 The issue has broad moral implications 

that we should advance:  To what ex-

tent does Catholic Social Teaching 

require us to raise public awareness    

of an issue? 

 The level of Catholic Charities experi-

ence and expertise on the issue: Will 

we be able to bring direct customer 

experience to the debate? 

 A unique perspective to offer because 

of our experience: Does our involve-

ment allow the debate to be reframed 

because of our principles and experi-

ence? 

 The level of collaboration with other 

major leaders: To what extent can we 

partner with other social service, busi-

ness, faith, and community groups to 

advance an issue? 

 

 An issue has not had sufficient public 

attention and Catholic Charities is in    

a position to begin the conversation: 

What significant issues impact our 

customer groups that no one is speak-

ing to? 
 

Catholic Charities' General Policy    

Direction and Framework: 2013  
*This is a broad overview of our policy direction. 

For more information, join us at one of our Policy 

Briefings! (see page 8)  

 

HOUSING STABILITY 

Access to stable housing is necessary in 

order to live a ―genuinely human life,‖    

to borrow a phrase from The Church in 

the Modern World (#26).  We need to do   

better – in the Twin Cities region, about 

4,539 people experience homelessness 

each day.   
 

Additionally, 18% of working households 

in the Minneapolis/St. Paul metro area 

were considered to be severely cost     

burdened in 2010, meaning that they   

paid more than 50% of their income on 

housing costs, including utilities (Center 

for Housing Policy, ―Housing Landscape 

2012‖). 
 

Catholic Charities, in collaboration with 

the Homes for All coalition, will focus  

on safe and stable housing that is afford-

able and accessible to transit and employ-

ment opportunities. We will advance 

funding and policy proposals that provide 

for homeless youth, Group Residential 

Housing, homelessness prevention, sup-

portive housing, and a bonding request 

that would result in the expansion of a 

continuum of housing. We are currently 

working with Lutheran Social Services  
(cont. page 2) 
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Everyone has the right to 
life, to bodily integrity, 

and to the means  
which are suitable  

for the proper  
development of life; 

these are primarily food, 
clothing, shelter, rest, 

medical care,  
and finally the  

necessary social 
services.  

 
Therefore a human being 

also has the right to  
security in cases  

of sickness,  
inability to work,  

widowhood, old age,  
unemployment, or in any 
other case in which one 

is deprived of the means 
of subsistence through 

no fault of one's own. 
 

-Peace on Earth, #11 

and the Wilder Foundation to as-

sess program and policy implica-

tions of a homeless youth services 

redesign. We will advocate for a 

continuum of housing options, 

including temporary shelter, in 

addition to finding more perma-

nent housing solutions. 
 

Rates of housing instability are 

growing, particularly for young 

adults aged 18-21. A 2009 Wilder 

study found that the number of 

homeless young adults in that age 

range almost doubled between 

2006 and 2009, and we see that 

reflected in the demands at 

Catholic Charities Hope Street 

Shelter.  
 

For young adults, becoming 

homeless means that their educa-

tions are likely to be disrupted. 

Getting to and from school on 

time every school day becomes 

an enormous challenge. Getting 

ready for school (getting enough 

sleep, having clean clothes, get-

ting homework done) becomes a 

barrier to attendance. Homeless 

youth also often fail to meet 

school requirements regarding 

records, legal guardians, and  

residency. 
 

We are also advocating to change 

the federal Low Income Housing 

Tax Credits to allow homeless 

youth to access education and 

housing concurrently. 
 

HEALTHCARE 

Affordable and accessible health 

care is a concern of everyone, 

including all of Catholic Chari-

ties’ customers. While Minne-

sota’s coverage rate ranks high 

nationally, almost 500,000 non-

elderly Minnesotans go without 

healthcare, 18% of them children 

(Kaiser Foundation). This year, as 

the state moves forward with 

healthcare implementation, we 

will persist in giving input on the 

state’s plans for the Affordable 

Care Act (ACA) to ensure that 

health care is accessible and af-

fordable for all. 
 

Among the many issues to be  

addressed at the legislature re-

garding  Minnesota's implementa-

tion of the ACA are: 
 

 Determining what entities    

will act as "Navigators" to       

help customers choose the     

appropriate health care plan   

for themselves and their fami-

lies, including training require-

ments and methods of reim-

bursement. We are also in-

volved to ensure Navigators  

are skilled at working with 

―hard to serve‖ populations – 

those without permanent ad-

dresses, access to a computer 

with internet, ability to speak 

English, etc.   

 The Legislature must also       

affirmatively agree to expand  

the Medical Assistance program 

to cover parents and childless 

adults between 75%-138% of 

the federal poverty guidelines. 

 The state must also decide 

whether it will support the     

Basic Health Plan, an expansion 

of MinnesotaCare, that would 

save the state millions of dollars 

while expanding coverage to 

low-income Minnesotans with 

incomes between 138%-200% 

of federal poverty guidelines. 
 

Another issue of grave concern 

that has largely been ignored 

since the passage of the ACA      

is health care coverage for un-

documented immigrants who     

are not currently eligible under 

the ACA. Leaving this population 

without preventive care will, no 

doubt, cost the system and the 

taxpayer indirectly as individuals 

and families seek care in emer-

gency rooms after significant 

health problems have developed. 

Having no health care coverage 

means that one very significant                              
   (Cont. page 3) 
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LEARN, ENGAGE, ADVOCATE 
Catholic Charities  
Policy Briefings 
  
Learn anew or renew your      
knowledge on important         
legislative policy and budget  
items affecting Minnesotans  
experiencing poverty. Housing, 
healthcare, and other issues are 
included in a presentation and  
discussion of Catholic Charities 
2013 Legislative Agenda.  
 
Staff members from the Office  
for Social Justice will present 
compelling new poverty data,  
a perspective from our clients, 
and other important information 
that our elected leaders and  
communities need to hear.   
Prepare yourself to educate  
and advocate!  
 
Come by the carload! 
 
Dates and locations on page 8  

basic necessity for healthy and  

wholesome human development 

for  those who seek safety and 

prosperity in our country is miss-

ing.                                           
 

We will continue to monitor  

programs like Emergency Medical 

Assistance, health care for the 

homeless and other programs that 

assist the very poor, the elderly, 

and the homeless. 
 

CHILDREN IN POVERTY 

A basic moral test of society is 

how it treats its most vulnerable 

members. Children living in pov-

erty are especially vulnerable.  

 

While young children in Minne-

sota, as a whole, have consistently 

experienced more economic secu-

rity than the national average, that 

is in stark contrast with children 

living in Minneapolis and St.  

Paul, where 34.9% and 38.4% 

(respectively) of young children 

lived in households with incomes 

less than the poverty level during 

2011 (American Community Sur-

vey Data). 
 

Investment in educational reforms 

and workforce development  

will be critical to the region’s  

economic growth. Catholic Chari-

ties will be involved in efforts to 

expand early learning opportuni-

ties, quality affordable child care, 

and efforts that seek to stabilize 

the sometimes chaotic environ-

ments that children experience.  
 

As Minnesota reviews the Minne-

sota Family Investment Program 

(MFIP), we will advocate for a 

program that expects work, sup-

ports work and rewards work as it 

was intended to do when designed 

in the late 1990s. 
 

ECONOMIC VITALITY THROUGH  

EDUCATION AND JOB TRAINING 

We support investments in job 

training, especially as they relate 

to the poorest and most vulnerable 

in our state. We will also work to 

reduce racial disparities in hiring 

and education.  
 

BALANCED FISCAL APPROACH 

Catholic Charities continues to 

advocate for a balanced fiscal    

policy that invests in the infra-

structure needed to promote a 

growing economy and a quality   

of life that enhances opportunity 

and minimizes conditions that 

make it difficult for people to   

meet their basic needs.  We seek 

fair, simple, and efficient reforms 

that raise sufficient revenue and 

are progressive when taken as a 

whole package.  
 

COMPREHENSIVE IMMIGRATION 

REFORM 

Catholic Charities is involved      

in administering the Deferred     

Action for Childhood Arrivals 

(DACA) that allows young un-

documented immigrants to legally 

work and go to school beyond   

secondary education. We will   

continue to work on the broader 

DREAM legislation that offers a 

permanent solution rather than the 

temporary one offered by DACA. 
 

It is our hope that we will take  

advantage of greater bi-partisan 

energy for federal comprehensive 

immigration reform. 
  

ELECTION PROCEDURES 

With the defeat of Voter ID behind 

us, Catholic Charities will monitor 

changes in elections policy or pro-

cedures to ensure fairness, trans-

parency, and simplicity. It’s possi-

ble that this session could bring 

about a change in election law re-

lated to ex-offenders or an expan-

sion of  early voting procedures. 
 

 

Kathleen Tomlin 
Vice President of  

Social Justice Advocacy 

Marie Ellis 
Public Policy Manager 

Ana Ashby 
Public Policy Organizer 
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Research Corner 

LOW-INCOME WORKERS WILL NEED ACCESS TO                              

AFFORDABLE HEALTH CARE INSURANCE   

 
Minnesota’s plans for implementing the Affordable Care Act (ACA) may not 

fully leverage all of the opportunities the ACA offers, particularly in terms of 

including a Basic Health Plan modeled after MinnesotaCare.  Unless included, 

that omission will result in an increase in the number of working poor adults 

and parents who are uninsured, under-insured or drowning in medical debt. 

 

The members of the working poor most at risk of being uninsured are adults, 

ages 18 to 64, who earn between 138% and 199% of the poverty threshold. 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey (ACS) 

data, in 2011 there were an estimated 271,133 Minnesotans who fit this de-

scription.  This included working individuals making less than $11,702 per 

year and working parents, such as those in families of four with two children, 

who live on less than $23,581 per year.  Once they have paid for food, hous-

ing, transportation, and childcare, there is typically nothing left over for health 

care. 

 

According to the Census Bureau’s data, during 2011, one in four Minnesotans 

in this income group (69,852 people) were WITHOUT health insurance cover-

age.  The table below uses 2011 ACS data to illustrate how, across Minnesota 

(but especially in the cities of Minneapolis and St. Paul), this group of low in-

come workers was less likely to have health insurance coverage than adults 

earning either slightly more or slightly less. MinnesotaCare has been the health 

care insurance provider for the majority of those lower income workers who 

had health insurance coverage. 
 

Comparison of Adult Health Insurance Coverage  

by Percent of Poverty Rate for Selected Geographies 

When compared to the national average, Minnesota has obviously imple-

mented policies that are more effective in connecting lower income workers 

with health insurance coverage.  By incorporating a Basic Health Plan, mod-

eled after MinnesotaCare, we can continue to provide affordable access to 

health care for the low income workers who currently have health care insur-

ance and begin to provide that access to the almost 70,000 citizens who don’t 

yet have health insurance.  
         

        Kate Searls 

Sr. Research and Policy Analyst 
 

 

The obligation to earn 
one's bread presumes  

the right to do so.  
A society that denies  

this right cannot be  
justified, nor can it  

attain social peace. 
 

-The Hundredth Year  
(Donders translation), #43 

*Data  from U.S. Census Bureau’s American  Community Survey 3yr dataset (2009, 2010, 2011).  
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(L to R)   

Greg Wacek, Kay Wacek,  
Colette Gallagher and                  

Dan Gallagher 

Sowers Spotlight:  

The Gallaghers & Waceks 

plunge into Social Justice 

―Are you crazy making a com-

mitment like this?!‖  This was 

Colette Gallagher’s initial reac-

tion to her husband Dan’s com-

passionate and heart-felt re-

sponse to seeing the unjust living 

situation of a young woman 

named Angie.  Yet Colette knew 

―without a doubt that this is a 

commitment we would keep be-

cause he always keeps his com-

mitments.‖  Even as the Gal-

laghers prayed and reflected 

upon a just response to the situa-

tion, they instinctively knew they 

needed to respond with loving 

action.  Never did they imagine 

the snowball effect that assisting 

Angie and engaging their parish 

in direct service on her behalf 

would have in their lives.   

 

The Gallaghers jumped into     

active service head first with 

their whole hearts.  For these    

past seven years, their plunge  

has swept 550 other people along 

on this journey of faith, service, 

and justice.  It’s the people you 

meet along the way and the com-

munity you build ―that gives you 

the courage to go on‖ and keep 

trusting, insist the Gallaghers.   

 

One telling example is the lasting 

friendship forged with Greg and 

Kay Wacek. ―I was searching for 

purpose in my life,‖ recalls Greg, 

―and wanted to give back.  God 

had a hand in [getting me in-

volved and meeting Dan].‖   

Over the following years, the 

Gallaghers and Waceks spent 

hours on community-parish  

projects from completing the  

new addition affectionately 

called ―Angie’s Place,‖ to post-

Katrina projects in Mississippi, 

to projects in North Minneapolis.  

―It’s the people and their stories 

that change you and inspire your 

faith,‖ affirms Dan.  ―I was even-

tually dragging Greg to protests,‖ 

jokes Dan.  Clearly, their familial 

and jovial relationship has sus-

tained their drive for action and 

has pushed them to act for justice 

in everything from peace vigils, 

working with the peace founda-

tion, and doing direct advocacy 

at the legislature.  ―We are all 

changed in the process,‖ Greg 

adds. ―My eyes were opened,  

and [Dan and JustFaith] chal-

lenged me to learn more about 

the issues and want to talk about 

them.‖   

 

The initial acts of service work-

ing on Angie’s Place changed 

their faith from ―just going  

to church‖ to ―it’s community!  

It’s that we need more social  

justice today!‖  

 

Their relationship continued  

to grow through direct service, 

involvement in their parish part-

nership with Ascension Parish  

in North Minneapolis, and Just-

Faith.  As couples, they continue 

to challenge one another to look 

at issues from the perspective of 

others and those living in pov-

erty, to be of service, to act for 

justice – or as Colette eloquently 

stated, ―to be the best versions of 

ourselves that we are meant to be 

by God… which includes being 

joyful and modeling our faith and 

relationships with God in a joyful 

way.‖    

    
Marty Roers 

Community Education &  

Leadership Manager 

“We are all changed in 
the process,” Greg adds. 
“My eyes were opened, 
and [Dan and JustFaith] 
challenged me to learn 
more about the issues 
and want to talk about 
them.”   
 

-Greg Wacek 

Sower Spotlight 
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The members of the 
Church, as members of 
society, have the same 

right and duty to promote 
the common good  

as do other citizens.  
Christians ought to fulfill 

their temporal obligations 
with fidelity and  

competence.  
 

They should act as a 
leaven in the world, in 

their family, professional, 
social, cultural and  

political life. 
 

-Justice in the World #38 

  

The social justice work being    

done by parishes across the region 

is truly remarkable.  Networking 

with each other to share ideas is     

a great way to support our collec-

tive work for justice.  Below is a 

snippet of what we’ve seen over 

the past few months. 

 

PARISH RECRUITMENT EFFORTS 

This year the Pax Christi Commu-

nity Council chose to have sepa-

rate ministry fairs for each of    

their parish’s ministry councils.  

The Social Justice Council hosted 

a September ministry fair with    

the goal of meeting parishioners 

where they are and supporting 

them to be more fully engaged     

in social justice.  

 

Julie Warrick, Social Justice Co-

chair, said the fair was an opportu-

nity to highlight programming of 

the past year, thank the parish, and 

enlist parishioner time, talent, or 

treasure for programs in specific 

social justice ministry opportuni-

ties. They used eye-catching 

visuals and provided coffee and 

donuts to entice parishioners after 

each mass.  

 

To learn more about their ministry 

fair call Julie Warrick at 952-906-

1227.  

 

PARISH EFFORTS TO PROMOTE 

SOCIAL JUSTICE CONVERSATIONS 

For three years, Christ the King’s 

―Easy Chairs, Tough Conversa-

tion‖ program has fed their par-

ish’s hunger to discuss current 

events and social issues from a 

faith perspective.   In the plush, 

cozy ―easy chairs‖ of CtK’s       

Old Sacristy, they discuss a         

pre-determined topic once a   

month after mass. Topics have 

ranged from religious tolerance  

to health care reform.  

According to Mary Jane Mitchell, 

CtK Sowers of Justice Member, 

the most unique and successful 

aspect of the gatherings is the tone 

– no one holds the answers, all are 

on a journey to the truth. They are 

intentional about keeping an     

open and inclusive space, but      

she credits the tone to the open-

ness of the participants.   

 

Attendance varies depending  

on the topic and weather, but her 

advice, ―don’t think you always 

have to get a large crowd…5-6  

is okay, 20 is good too.‖  If you 

are interested in learning more 

about their program, contact Mary 

Jane Mitchell at 612-824-8296. 

 

PARISH SOCIAL JUSTICE  

EDUCATION EFFORTS 

Recently, a number of parishes 

have been doing more to increase 

awareness about Human Traffick-

ing.  St. Patrick’s  Parish in Edina 

hosted a panel discussion entitled 

―Hidden Suffering – Hidden Re-

sponse.‖  The forum shared the 

personal testimony of a trafficking 

victim, the work of religious 

women to provide refuge and  

support for victims while working 

tirelessly to end this injustice.  

It also offered concrete actions  

for participants to be involved in 

ending this injustice.  

 

Contact Cappy Moore, St. Pat-

rick’s social justice staff member, 

at 952-941-3164 to brainstorm 

about hosting a similar event. 

 

Elizabeth Fairbairn 

Community Engagement &     

Leadership Development          

Specialist 
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Multi-Media Youth 

Arts Contest  

Creatively Promote   

Justice!   

Involve 7th-12th  

graders at your parish in 

social justice with the 

CCHD Multi-Media Youth 

Arts Contest. Did we  

mention that there are  

local and national prizes?!  

 

OSJ is coordinating  

the local efforts of  

this national contest.  

Contact Elizabeth Fairbairn 

at 651-647-2583 for more 

information. 
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Resources and Events 

Young Adult Engagement   

 

A growing number of young people are active in public policy and 

yearning for a faith life steeped in social justice. Responding to this 

growing energy, OSJ is in the beginning phases of a young adult en-

gagement program.  Our vision is to create community among young 

adults and provide opportunities and inspiration to act with and for   

those in poverty.  Currently we are meeting with 18-35 year olds and 

organizations that work with them.  We are creating a steering commit-

tee of young people to help us develop and launch the new engagement  

program.  

 

If you would like to be involved in this effort, or know                                                 

someone who would, please contact Elizabeth Fairbairn at                           

Elizabeth.Fairbairn@cctwincities.org or 651-647-2583.  

Faith-Based Social Justice Conversations  

 

The Office for Social Justice supports a variety of conversations with 

parish groups, regional networks, and bi-monthly Meet-Ups.  This        

fall for example, OSJ collaborated with the Northeast Regional Social       

Justice Network (NERSJN) to plan and host a Faith–Based Voter ID 

Conversation.  OSJ offered a presentation on the effects the proposed 

voter photo ID constitutional amendment would have on those living  

in poverty. Our staff worked with NERSJN members to facilitate small 

group discussions through the lens of Catholic Social Teaching. The 

event also promoted greater NERSJN collaboration. Thanks NERSJN  

for collaborating with us in expressing who we are and what we do as 

faithful workers for justice.  OSJ is an excellent resource for the planning 

and implementation of social justice events; contact us today at 651-647-

2588. 

Educating in Our Schools for Social Justice  

 

Gandhi once said, ―If we are to teach real peace in this world, then we 

shall have to begin with the youth and children.‖  OSJ presentations      

engage youth by raising awareness about social issues including hunger, 

youth homelessness, and poverty.  Feedback from a recent presentation 

highlighted, “Your presentation gave us a stellar overview of the local 

and national demographics…bringing to life the tragic real circum-

stances of children trapped in poverty aroused our natural human re-

sponse to be outraged by the unjust suffering of innocent victims.”   

 

OSJ inspires students to learn about complex social justice issues, to get 

involved in direct service of helping others, to advocate on behalf of peo-

ple living in poverty, and to enact lasting change. OSJ can be a great re-

source for social justice education; contact us today at 651-647-2588.  

 



 

 

Sow for  yourse lves  

just ice ,  

reap the f ru i t  o f  fa i thfu l  

love;  

 
Break up for  yourse lves  

a  new f ie ld ,  for i t  is   

t ime to seek the  Lord,   

unt i l  the  Lord comes  

and ra ins  down just ice  

upon you.  
 

Hosea, 10:12 

Office for Social Justice 
Catholic Charities 

60 Plato Boulevard East 

#230 

Saint Paul, MN 55107 
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JustFaith—Journey to Justice 

Saturday,  January 26, 2013  

8:30 a.m.—2:30 p.m. 

Location: St Patrick’s Church, Edina  

 

JRLC Day on the Hill 

Change Begins With Us  

Thursday, February 21, 2013 

Location: Saint Paul RiverCentre/State Capitol 

For more information and to register visit: 

www.jrlc.org/day-on-the-hill 

 

Social Justice Meet-up 

Date and Time TBD 

Location: St Patrick’s Church, Saint Paul 

Topic:  TBD 

Our website will be updated when more                              

information is available. 

 

 
 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Visit our Website for more detailed  

information on all events. 

www.cctwincities.org/advocacy 

LEARN, ENGAGE, ADVOCATE 

CATHOLIC CHARITIES POLICY BRIEFINGS 2013 
(see page 3 for more details) 

 

ALL Briefings will be from: 7:00-8:30 p.m. 

 

WEST METRO 

Tuesday, January 29, 2013  

Location: Pax Christi, Eden Prairie  

 

NORTH METRO 

Tuesday, February 5, 2013 

Location: St. Genevieve, Centerville 

 

ST. PAUL 

Thursday, February 7, 2012 

Location: Lumen Christi, Saint Paul 

 

MINNEAPOLIS 

Date: TBD 

Location: St. Joan of Arc, Minneapolis 
(Our website will be updated when more information is available.) 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 


