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Home is where we start and end our
days. It’s where we keep our belongings
safe, create healthy meals, have space
to be alone, entertain family and friends,
deal with distress, and prepare for our
futures. Home is the foundation for
stable individuals and families, strong
communities, and a competitive state.
Many of our clients do not have homes.
They sleep on mats at the Dorothy Day
Center in St. Paul, just inches apart from
each other. They have nowhere to keep
their belongings, to cook, to be alone, to
entertain, to prepare for what comes next.
We know we can do better. Our top
two policy agenda items in 2014 deal
with the creation of affordable housing,
emergency shelter, and services to help
people find a home. 2014 is a bonding
year, meaning the focus for the legislature
is to fund infrastructure needs (as opposed
to services, which are paid for through the
budget, passed in odd numbered years).

As we start 2014 thinking about homes
and their foundational place in our lives,
we hope you will continue to join us in
our efforts to end poverty and homelessness.
Dorothy Day Center ReVision
In December, a task force, led by the City
of St. Paul on ending homelessness for
single adults, released recommendations
for changing the way the city and service
providers supply shelter and affordable
housing. As the largest shelter provider
for homeless single adults in St. Paul,
Catholic Charities played a key role on
the taskforce. Together with the city and
with support from Ramsey County, we
announced plans to fundamentally change
the way we provide shelter and housing
services in St. Paul. The new plan would
create three key buildings in two phases:
a building with emergency shelter and
housing in one building (similar to Higher
Ground in Minneapolis), a Connection
Center for daytime services and meals,
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and a building with more permanent affordable housing.
The first building will be
modeled on Higher Ground in
Minneapolis, which opened about
a year and a half ago. Higher
Ground includes emergency
shelter, pay-for-stay shelter, and
permanent supportive housing in
one building. This model has
been successful, with more dignified living options and more permanent solutions for the chronically homeless. It is time to bring
this model to St. Paul.
This plan isn’t only about new
buildings – it’s about better
services and better opportunities
to meet the needs of our clients.
To build the Connection Center
and emergency shelter, we are
partnering with the City of St.
Paul to ask the state legislature
to allocate line-item funding in
General Obligation bonds. The
state investment is critical to
help more people find stable
housing, and to provide them
with better access to the services
that they need.
We are also raising private funds
in order to make this ReVision
possible. It is our firm belief that
we need to move our clients from
sleeping on mats on the floor in a
crowded room to space that is
more dignified, with separate
bunks and apartments, and better
services.
Affordable Housing
Catholic Charities is a leading
member of Homes for All, a
coalition of organizations representing a continuum of shelter
and housing providers. Together,
this coalition seeks increased
state funding for programs and
other investments that benefit
people at risk of or experiencing
homelessness. This year, Homes
for All is advocating for a $100
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million investment in affordable
housing construction and rehabilitation projects around the state.
From the Wilder Foundation’s
research, we know that for every
$1 invested in supportive housing, the state receives $1.44 back
in saved costs in other areas, like
health care.
The $100 million would be
allocated to the Minnesota
Housing Finance Agency, which
would then receive applications
for funding from non-profits
and government organizations
that provide affordable housing
options. Minnesota Housing will
select projects from the applications based on shovel-readiness,
community need, and other measurable factors, and will grant
money where it determines it
can be best used.
It’s important to note that this
$100 million can only be used
for housing, so the Dorothy Day
ReVision project’s emergency
shelter and Connection Center
would not be eligible for this
funding. That’s why there is a
line-item bond request to cover
part of the costs of these two
components.
Homeless Youth Act
Last year, with your help and help
from advocacy partners around
the state, we increased the state
funding for youth experiencing
homelessness from $238,000 per
two-year budget cycle to $4.2
million. This means we increased
funding for projects providing
youth-specific services, from
homelessness prevention to shelter to other crucial services, by
almost eighteen times!
Still, the need remains great for
the estimated 4,080 youth who
experience homelessness each
night in Minnesota. (You’ll note
(Continued on page 3)

A good Catholic doesn't
meddle in politics.
That's not true.
That is not a good path.
A good Catholic
meddles in politics.
-Pope Francis

that this estimate is up from
2,500, which was reported by
Wilder in 2009. This increase
is primarily because Wilder improved its method for estimating
these numbers, and not because
youth homelessness increased by
that large of a factor.)
We began the 2013 legislative
session requesting that the funding level for the HYA increase
to $8 million. While we’re very
grateful for the legislature and
the governor’s work in securing
an additional $4 million, we
know that additional funding is
still needed. While the focus this
session is on bonding, Catholic
Charities will support the efforts
of legislators and organizations
working to increase funding to
the Homeless Youth Act by an
additional $4 million.
Transportation and Transit
Transportation is a critical issue
for almost all of Catholic Charities’ clients. Access to affordable
transit is the difference between a
job or no job, quality child care or
inadequate piecemeal arrangements, a health care appointment
kept or disregarded, and housing
stability or homelessness. Too
often, our clients find themselves
isolated and at a distance from the
services they require because
there isn’t adequate transportation
to move people to the destinations
that offer greater economic and
social stability.
Because of this, Catholic Charities supports MoveMN, a coalition of transportation and transit
supporters that share the belief
that funding for transportation in
2014 is critically important for all
Minnesotans.
Other Issues
Catholic Charities will continue
to monitor critical issues at the

federal level, including just immigration reform, funding for the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP, formerly
food stamps), and regulations
and funding that will support the
continuation of MinnesotaCare,
a public health care program for
low-wage working families.
At the state level, we will also
endorse changes to the child
protection system that will keep
kids safer, resources for workers
to participate in the economy and
exit poverty, and criminal justice
reform that would restore exoffenders’ right to vote sooner.
We also advocate to seal
criminal records in certain
cases, especially for juveniles.
Other important initiatives we
support are changes to the
Minnesota Family Investment
Program (MFIP) that would
make it easier for participants
to attain higher levels of education, and Emergency Medical
Assistance for those unable to
access public health programs,
including some immigrants.
As always, we look forward to
working with you in 2014 to secure a better future for our communities. If you have questions
about our policy agenda, are interested in getting your parish or
community group involved in an
issue, or would like to learn more,
please call or email us.
Kathleen Tomlin
Vice President of
Social Justice Advocacy
Marie Ellis
Public Policy Manager
Ana Ashby
Public Policy Organizer
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From the Research Desk
“They that say that beggars can’t be choosers
and it sure seems true to me. When I was at the Dorothy Day Center,
I felt like a beggar; I WAS a beggar.
But now that I have my own place, I can be a chooser again.”
This quote comes from Harold, a 72 year old man served by Catholic
Charities Aging Services. In 2012, Harold was one of the 411 elders
who spent the night on a mat on the floor of the Dorothy Day Center
(DDC). Harold now lives in a room at Mary Hall and he is working on
getting a subsidized apartment in an elder housing project.
Elder homelessness is a growing concern among housing advocates
because of the expanding presence of the Baby Boomers in this age
group and the continued negative impacts of the Great Recession and
the Foreclosure Crisis.
Catholic Charities’ data show that elders are the age cohort most likely
to use DDC for daytime services and the cohort least likely to use DDC
for nighttime shelter. But data also show that if an elder spends even one
night in DDC’s emergency shelter program, they become the group most
likely to get stuck there.
The chart below illustrates how elder shelter use differs from that of
another age group of concern, youth (age 18-24). The chart compares
the number of nights spent during March 2013 at the DDC for the two
age groups. For simplicity’s sake, we collapsed the number of nights to
two values: 1) Fewer nights (where a person is present for 1 to 15 nights
or less than half the month) vs. 2) More nights (where a person is present
for 16 to 31 nights or over half of the month).
This chart shows that the experience of homelessness is “sticky” for elders
in a way that is not true for youth. 51% of the elders were in the shelter
for most of the month while only 8% of youth were similarly present.
Comparison of trends in nights at DDC by age group

It was once said that the
moral test of government
is how that government
treats those who are in the
dawn of life, the children;
those who are in the
twilight of life, the elderly;
and those who are in
the shadows of life,
the sick, the needy and
the handicapped.
-Hubert H. Humphrey

Note: this chart looks at overnight services only, not daytime services

Clearly elder housing instability will put even more pressure on the
region’s limited affordable housing stock.
Kate Searls - Senior Research and Policy Analyst
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Sowers Spotlight

We make a living by what
we get,
but we make a life by
what we give.
- Winston Churchill

The Church of the Assumption
in downtown St. Paul reflects
the legacy of service and dedication to those most in need in our
great Capital City. Founded in
1856, Assumption soon became
heavily involved in community
service, and ran an orphanage
in the late 1800s and early 1900s
to address the needs of children
left parentless due to the hardships of pioneer life. Today, that
orphanage is known as St. Joseph’s Home for Children, and
was the starting place for the
founding of Catholic Charities
of St. Paul & Minneapolis.
When the Dorothy Day Center
(DDC) was established in 1981
right next door to Assumption,
a partnership of neighbors began. Parishioners from Assumption have volunteered at the
Dorothy Day Center for over
30 years, and today serve two
meals monthly. Sue Vento,
Director of Outreach for the
parish, noted that when she
started gathering volunteers to
serve a second meal each month,
she was soon overwhelmed with
parishioners who wanted to participate. This service has created
a deep relationship between the
parish and the center, and has
even further solidified Assumption’s identity of “serving all as
we would serve Christ Himself.”

Vento says that she recognizes
that the current facility does not
adequately provide for the needs
of clients at the Dorothy Day
Center. A new design will offer
more comfort and privacy than
the current center, and will provide shelter and permanent housing in the same building, just
like Catholic Charities’ Higher
Ground location in Minneapolis.
This model has worked well in
the western Twin City, and
Catholic Charities hopes that this
part of the ReVision will bring
similar success to St. Paul.
The parish wants to ensure that
those who are homeless are not
forgotten after DDC leaves its
current location. Vento hopes
that opportunities will continue
for parishioners to be involved
with the guests at the Dorothy
Day Center, and knows that
serving people who are living
in poverty is a powerful way to
live one’s faith and to practice
the teachings of the Gospel.
As Catholic Charities continues
to advocate for funding for the
Dorothy Day Center ReVision,
we hope to hear from you about
how the change will impact your
parish’s relationship to the shelter. The Office for Social Justice
is happy to respond to requests
for presentations or listening
sessions on the project. We look
forward to working with you on
this important initiative, and,
with your help, to better honoring the human dignity of our
clients by offering them an improved place to lay their heads
and an opportunity for more
permanent solutions.
Ana Ashby
Public Policy Organizer
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Parishes at Work
Social Justice: Creative Models
for Adult Faith Formation
Engaging parishioners in adult faith
formation is a challenge facing
many of our parishes. Meaningful
initiatives must engage a broad
cross-section of parishioners by
being both educational and formational. Parishes around the metro
area know that integrating social
justice into their adult faith formation programming is transformative
for individuals and reenergizing for
communities.
GoodNews People
Risen Savior parish in Burnsville,
for example, intentionally began
the GoodNews People program
this past Fall with the hope of
broadly engaging their parish in
adult faith formation. Seventy
parishioners, along with sixty confirmation students, are participating. Participants have described the
program as “amazing” and
“incredible.” Leaders say “it has
been a wonderful experience so
far.” Nancy Loyd, Risen Savior
Adult Faith Formation & Social
Justice staff coordinator and group
leader, has witnessed changes in
attitudes. Participants have reported feeling more patient with
those around them and more compassionate toward those in need.
“Many participants are already asking how they can get involved and
become GoodNews People to the
community around us,” Nancy
shares.
For Risen Savior, this introductory
social justice educational program
has been key to reaching out to the
broader parish. The GoodNews
People program, for parishes familiar with the JustFaith program,
represents a new opportunity. It is
a shortened, reflection group-style
course aimed at getting parishioners
excited about sharing the “good
news” of their faith.
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Focusing on the Principles of
Catholic Social Teaching
St. Gerard parish in Brooklyn Park
has dedicated this entire year’s
adult faith formation program to
focusing on the principles of Catholic social teaching. Each month,
their planning team utilizes a specific principle of Catholic social
teaching as the basis of their prayer,
awareness, education, and parish
engagement initiatives. In November, for example, they focused on
Human Dignity with a presentation
on “Pope Francis, Catholic Social
Teaching, and a Renewed Look at
Franciscan Values in our Parish
Life Today.” Parishioners engaged
in an examination of their Franciscan parish community and how
they saw their faith values regarding the dignity of the human person
being lived out.
Erin O’Leary, director of Faith Formation, shared following this event,
“Wow, the Holy Spirit is obviously
helping us have great timing!” The
pope’s exhortation on the Joy of the
Gospel, which came out only hours
after the presentation, became a
great follow-up to continue to engage parishioners in the subsequent
days and weeks.
In January, St. Gerard’s examined
economic justice and the Dignity
of Work and Workers' Rights
through the lens of immigration.
They plan to examine the principle
of Solidarity through the lens of
youth homelessness in April.
As you seek to engage your parishioners, remember that OSJ is a
great resource for your adult faith
formation and social justice initiatives.

Marty Roers & Angela Butel
Community Engagement Team

Hold fast to dreams,
For if dreams die,
Life is a
broken-winged bird
That cannot fly.
― Langston Hughes

Resources and Events
Town Halls
Looking for an easy way to interact with your elected officials? Sign up
to get your legislators' email newsletters, which contain invitations to
Town Halls in your community as well as other updates from the people
who represent you.
We've created instructions on how to do this for your State Senator, State Representative, and all three of your Members of Congress.
You can find the instructions at www.cctwincities.org/
LegislativeAdvocacyToolsandResources. Please take a look and let us
know if you have questions.
Also, we hope that you'll continue to let us know when you attend Town
Halls! We enjoy hearing what issues were discussed and that information can help us in our advocacy.
Policy Briefings

LENT
Keep OSJ in mind as
a resource for your
Lenten social justice
programming.
Contact Marty or Angela
on our Community
Engagement team at
651-647-2588 to learn
more.

Join Catholic Charities Office for Social Justice and members of the
community to talk about policies affecting people experiencing poverty
in our area. In the upcoming 2014 session of the Minnesota Legislature,
we will advocate together to secure more affordable housing, to address
access issues that make it difficult for those living in poverty to escape
it, and for a new vision for the Dorothy Day Center. Learn more about
these important social justice issues to become an even more effective
advocate for those most in need in our community.
Policy veterans and novices alike are welcome!
See page 8 for details and locations.
Social Justice Meet Ups
The OSJ Social Justice Meet Ups have become increasingly popular
places to gather social justice-minded individuals to discuss social
issues, confront common challenges facing parish justice groups, and
share hopes and practical ideas for promoting justice. Many parish
communities have requested to host Meet Ups at their churches as a
way to engage in difficult social justice conversations, to generate
energy around a social justice issue, or simply to re-energize their faith
community in promoting justice.
On February 6th, St. Frances Cabrini is hosting a conversation called “Has
the Recession Ended: The Growing Gap in Income Inequality.” On
March 11th, St. William will host a conversation called “Catholic Social
Teaching Meets the Joy of the Gospel: Pope Francis on Social Justice.”
Contact OSJ if your parish or justice committee is interesting in hosting
an upcoming Meet Up.
Hope you can JOIN US for an upcoming Meet Up.
See page 8 for details and locations.
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

Sow for yourselves
justice,
reap the fruit of faithful
love;
Break up for yourselves
a new field, for it is
time to seek the Lord,
until the Lord comes
and rains down justice
upon you.
Hosea, 10:12
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Homeless Day on the Hill
Thursday, March 6, 2014
Location: State Capitol
Visit our News and Events webpage for more info
JRLC Day on the Hill
Thursday, March 13, 2014
Location: Saint Paul RiverCentre/State Capitol
For more information and to register visit:
www.jrlc.org/day-on-the-hill
Social Justice Meet Ups
Thursday, February 6, 2014 - 7-8:30 p.m.
Location: St Frances Cabrini
Topic: Has the Recession Ended: The Growing Gap
in Income Inequality
Tuesday, March 11, 2014 - 7-8:30 p.m.
Location: St William - Fridley
Topic: Catholic Social Teaching Meets the Joy of
the Gospel: Pope Francis on Social Justice

www.cctwincities.org/advocacy
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LEARN, ENGAGE, ADVOCATE
CATHOLIC CHARITIES POLICY BRIEFINGS 2014
SOUTH METRO
Tuesday, February 18, 2014
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Location: St. Thomas Becket

NORTH METRO
Thursday, February 20, 2014
7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Location: St. William - Fridley

CENTRAL MINNEAPOLIS
Tuesday, February 24, 2014
6:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. - Light Meal
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. - Briefing
Location: St Olaf - Minneapolis

Visit our website for more
information & parking details:
www.cctwincities.org/policybriefing

