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MMMMODEL ONEODEL ONEODEL ONEODEL ONE    

    
    

Credible Signs of Christ Alive:  
Case Studies from the Catholic Campaign for Human Development,  
John P. Hogan, Sheed and Ward, 2003 [For ordering information,  
contact 1-800-462-6420 or www.rowmanlittlefield.com.] 
 
This text includes a brief introduction to Catholic Social Teaching and its connection  
to organizations funded by CCHD who are confronting the root causes and structure  
of poverty. The organizations highlighted focus on institutional change beneficial to those 
living in poverty, and are predominantly run by low income persons. These case studies 
also demonstrate solidarity between those living in poverty and the non-poor. 
Suggestions for reflection and discussion follow each chapter. Opportunities for further 
study are also available at the end of each chapter. 
 
The six case studies include specific organizations working on the following issues: 

 

1. Worker justice issues in the poultry industry. 
 

2. A tenants and workers committee focusing on the concerns of low-wage working people,  
especially women. 
 

3. An organization of churches taking on the problems of those living in the second poorest city  
in the country, Camden, New Jersey. 
 

4. Environmental and economic justice issues surrounding the growth of factory farms in Southeast Iowa. 
 

5. Affordable housing and the threatened loss of subsidized housing units as development owners return 
them to market rate units. 
 

6. The development of neighborhood solidarity in the place of a violent, poverty stricken area of Los Angeles. 
 

Suggested Study Format: This book could be used for weekly reflection, 1-7 weeks. 
Each chapter is independent from the next. The first chapter could be supplemented 
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with the video on Catholic Social Teaching, presented by Ron Krietemeyer and 
available from the Office for Social Justice, 651-291-4477. 

 

MMMMODEL TWOODEL TWOODEL TWOODEL TWO    

    
Thomas Groome, Educating for Life: A Spiritual Vision for Every Teacher and Parent. 
Thomas Moore Publisher, 1998. The Chapter entitled, A Faith that Does Justice: Beyond 
the Scales, 33 pages. [For ordering information contact www.crossroadpublishing.com.] 
 
This chapter of Thomas Groome’s book explores the “dangerous memory” that is a part 
of every religious tradition: faith demands justice and peace. It is a concept that we have 
been tempted to forget, but are constantly reminded is essential to all major faith groups. 
 
He explores the strong social justice tradition in Christianity with its Jewish roots:  
prophets, covenant and shalom. And he briefly discusses the example of Jesus in  
the New Testament: Jesus had compassion for the poor and suffering and spoke  
of them often. 

 

The Christian tradition combines justice with the commandment to love which gives  
it a quality of largesse way beyond the scruples of weighing scales as a way of defining 
justice. He suggests that the works of mercy and acts of charity that are also at the heart 
of being Christian must reach beyond the personal and be realized at the structural level. 
Groome then discusses the biblical and philosophical sources that are part of the rich  
tradition that is Catholic Social Teaching. He explores the various themes of Catholic  
Social Teaching in some detail and offers questions for reflection and discussion. 
 
The last section of this chapter gives particular encouragement to teachers and  
parents as teachers. He challenges everyone involved in education to integrate this  
rich Catholic tradition into their teaching. There is a critical need for a pedagogy of  
social consciousness so that people recognize unjust structures in the world and 
work for their transformation. 
 
Suggested Study Format: Although this is just one chapter, it is rather long and requires 
 thoughtful reading. Two sessions would be preferable to one. 

 

 

MMMMODEL THREEODEL THREEODEL THREEODEL THREE    

    
Catholic Social Teaching, Our Best Kept Secret, Edward P. DeBerri, James E. Hug,  
Peter Henriot and Michael J. Schultheis, Orbis Books, 2003. [For ordering information, 
contact the Center of Concern at  www.coc.org or Orbis Books, www.orbisbook.com, 
or call 1-800-258-5838.] 
 



        Catholic Social Teaching Annotated Bibliography and Resources                                                                          3 

This text is divided into three sections. The first section (the preface and first five  
chapters–40 pages) is an historical introduction of Catholic Social Teaching and its  
evolution over time. This is a broad brush look at the shift from the themes that governed 
Vatican documents to those of local church documents.  

(Model Three continued on page 3.) 

MMMMODEL THREEODEL THREEODEL THREEODEL THREE    (CONT.) 

 
 

It includes a look at the attitudinal and methodological changes that have affected 
the content and the process for writing the documents. An entire chapter is devoted  
to delineating the seven basic themes as articulated by the United States Catholic  
Conference. For those familiar with Catholic Social Teaching, the fifth chapter offers  
a unique view about how Catholic Social Teaching needs to address the changing  
complexities of the world in which we live. 
 
The rest of the text is divided into two sections. One delineates the major summary 
themes of the documents that have been addressed to the universal church. The  
second delineates the themes addressed to regional churches. 
 
Suggested Study Format: The first forty pages of this text would be helpful in coming  
 to grips with the stated themes of Catholic Social Teaching. 
 A minimum of two sessions are suggested. 
 
Questions for Discussion (related to the first five chapters): 
 
1. When did you first hear about Catholic Social Teaching? What is your own understanding of it? 

 
2. Is Catholic Social Teaching integrated into the preaching and ministries of your parish? 

 
3. How has your understanding of Catholic Social Teaching influenced you? 

 
4. Do you think that Catholic Social Teaching is more or less acceptable to Catholics today? 

 
5. How important is it to you to have the guidance of the Church’s teaching in social matters? 

 
6. Given the changing world in which we live, what new principles would you add to the original  

seven listed in this text? 
 

Anyone wanting a more specific delineation of the documents would grapple with parts 
two and three. The full documents are available on the web and in other locations as  
indicated at the end of the book. 

 

 

 

MMMMODEL FOURODEL FOURODEL FOURODEL FOUR    
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Living Justice: Catholic Social Teaching in Action, Thomas Massaro,  
S.J., Sheed and Ward, 2000. [To order, call Sheed and Ward at 1-800-266-5564.] 
 

 
(Model Four continued on page 4.) 

MMMMODEL FOUR ODEL FOUR ODEL FOUR ODEL FOUR (CONT.) 

 
 
This text is part of the Come and See Series which is modeled on Jesus’ question 
“What do you seek?” and his profound invitation to “Come and See.” (John 1:38-39). 
Massaro’s book includes seven chapters. The description below is taken directly from 
the introduction to the book. 
 
1. The first two chapters answer the broad questions that might arise about why and how any church or  

religious group might speak about public issues that we usually think of as political or economic in nature.  
 

2. Chapter three traces the history of Catholic Social Teaching and highlights the concerns for justice  
in the modern world that led bishops and popes to write documents addressing the world beyond  
the doors of the church. 
 

3. Chapter four looks at Scripture, natural law, social analysis and other theological traditions that contribute  
to the style and substance of Catholic Social Teaching.  
 

4. The nine most important themes are treated in Chapter five [in some detail]. 
 

5. Chapter six contrasts the viewpoint of Catholic Social Teaching with communism and libertarian 
capitalism–two ideological systems that Catholic Social Teaching has critiqued for many decades. 
 

6. The final chapter looks to the future and contains the author’s predictions for themes, old and new,  
that might play a major role in our new millennium as the Church continues to address political,  
social and economic issues. 

 

Each chapter includes four to eight questions for reflection and discussion that 
invites participants to include their experiences and world view as they respond 
to the questions. 

 

Suggested Study Format(s): While this text is 230+ pages, it is a small paperback  
 and an easy read. There are any number of study  
 formats possible: 

 

1. Take seven sessions and read one chapter, coming ready to discuss the reflection  
questions represented. 
 

2. Divide the reading into three sessions: the first three chapters including the introduction and history  
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of Catholic Social Teaching, chapters four and five on the substance of the teaching and contrasting  
world views, and the last chapter on the issues and themes that might need to be a part of the  
teaching in the future. 
 

3. Just focus on chapters three and four in order to have participants get a grasp of Catholic Social Teaching.  
 

 

MMMMODEL FIVE ODEL FIVE ODEL FIVE ODEL FIVE     

    
Video, In the Footsteps of Jesus: Catholic Social Teaching At Work Today,  
published by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, 2003. 
[To order this video, call USCCB publishing at 1-800-235-8722.] 
 
This video is a 28 minute video divided into one nine minute segment, followed by 
a 19 minute segment.  
 
Part I of this video provides a brief but compelling overview of the seven themes of 
Catholic Social Teaching and a summary of the scriptural and historical context for  
their development. 
 
In part II, each theme is highlighted through the living examples of six extraordinary 
individuals and a couple who offer insight and inspiration as they share their own  
commitments to promoting justice and peace in the world today. 
 
See the Discussion Guide Insert that accompanies the video for the following: 
 
• Initial preparation. 

• Reflection questions to be used before the video is shown. 

• Reflection/Discussion questions to be used after the video is shown. 

• Suggestions for action. 

• A list of resources available from the United States Catholic Conference of  Bishops. 

 

 

 

MMMMODEL SIXODEL SIXODEL SIXODEL SIX    

    
Video, Catholic Social Teaching: A Key to Catholic Identity, Ron Krietemeyer, former  
director of the Archdiocesan Office for Social Justice, St. Paul and Minneapolis.  
[To order, call the Office for Social Justice, 651-291-4477, ask for Kathy Mantaj.] 
 
This video is a thirty-five minute presentation using power point slides. Ron briefly  
explains the history of Catholic Social Teaching, its biblical roots and the seven main 
principles. This video was made in response to the Pastoral published by the USCCB in 
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1998, Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: Challenges and Directions. 
 
This is an excellent concise explanation of the principles that invites viewers to consider 
Catholic Social Teaching as an essential part of the Catholic faith. It is no less important 
than the sacraments or the sacred Scriptures. 

 
 

(Model Six continued on page 6.) 

MMMMODEL SIXODEL SIXODEL SIXODEL SIX    (CONT.)    

 
 
Suggested Format:  View the video and discuss the following questions: 
 
1. Why is Catholic Social Teaching essential to our faith? 

 
2. Of the seven principles discussed in the video, which two do you think are the most foundational? 

 
3. How should Catholic Social Teaching affect our lives, our decisions and our relationships? 

 
4. Give some specific examples that would demonstrate the conflict between the principles of  

Catholic Social Teaching and U.S. culture. 
 

5. Given the evolutionary nature of Catholic Social Teaching and the issues of our day,  
are there some principles that you would add to the current seven listed in the video? 
 

6. In your opinion, what recent economic or political decisions concur with the values listed in the teaching?  
Were there any decisions made that you believe violate the principles as they were discussed? 

 

OOOOTHER RELATED TITLES/THER RELATED TITLES/THER RELATED TITLES/THER RELATED TITLES/RESOURCERESOURCERESOURCERESOURCES: S: S: S:     
    

[All of these materials are available from the United States Catholic Conference,  
Washington, D.C. Call toll free 1-800-235-8722] 

 

Contemporary Catholic Social Teaching 
 Contains Pope Leo XIII’s encyclical, Rerum Novarum (On the Condition of Workers) and the two documents that have  

rephrased that message over the last century, Pius XI’s Quadragesimo Anno (On Reconstructing the Social Order)  
and the U.S. bishops’ A Century of Social Teaching.  120 pages. 

 
Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: Challenges and Directions 
 Reflection of the U.S. Catholic Bishops. This document was published in response to a USCCB taskforce studying  

how well Catholic Social Teaching was integrated into our Catholic educational structures. This is a ten page  
document on Catholic Social Teaching, followed by the summary report of the Task Force on Catholic Social  
Teaching and Catholic Education. 

 
Communities of Salt and Light 
 Reflections on the Social Mission of the Parish 
 Designed for pastors and parish leaders seeking to strengthen parish social ministry, this U.S. bishops’ statement  

presents seven elements of the social mission of parishes as a framework for planning and assessing that ministry. 



        Catholic Social Teaching Annotated Bibliography and Resources                                                                          7 

 
Market Place Prophets (60 minute Videotape) 
 A highly praised video portrayal of 100 years of Catholic Social Teaching, from the 1891 encyclical Rerum Novarum  

to the groups and individuals working for social justice today. Includes a discussion guide. 
 
Bring Down the Walls (12 minute Videotape) 
 A creative and practical video from the U.S. bishops reflecting on the heritage, principles, and practice of Catholic  

Social Teaching. An important tool in any parish’s continuing effort to educate and motivate Catholics regarding the 
Church’s social doctrine.                         

                 March, 2004 


